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All matter intended for the col- 
umns of this paper should be sent 
to the Bditor Herald of Gospel Lib- 

| erty, Dayton, Uhio. Use pen and ink, 
or typewriter, rather than peneil. Do 
not abbreviate words, and write only 
on one side of the paper. Do not roll 
but fold manuscript. Communica- 
tions not accompanied by the author's 
name, will not be published. 
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Before writing Obituaries, read no- 
tice at tLe head of “Deaths,” and 
govern yourself accordingly. 

All special notices and news from 
the field, or any matter desired to 
appear in Thursday’s paper, must be 
in the office tn Dayton, not later than 


Monday morning preceding. 
Please observe these regulations. | 
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a: 
s war because it has been 
ared for war for years. 
the United States into 
busy preparing for war, 
and holding ourselves 
the other fellow does. 


eldom typi \to bring 
half wAy dgsired. 


alr ashy 


moyisy, «ecord- 

o olume and at record-breaking 
prices, with pretty much the same thing to 
be said of oats, show not only that foreign 
consumers want our commodities, but that 
we are able to deliver them. We can sell 
a quart: billion bushels of wheat abroad 
this year, and, with our huge supply, never 
miss the quantity. We can sell it at a 
price which would make it equivalent to 
perhaps 300,000,000 or 325,000,000 bushels in 
ordinary years, 

e ¢ 

London Times: 

Happily the nation is united in believing 
that the victory of our arms will be the vic- 
tory of light over darkness. We know that 
we shall win because might is not right any 
more upon the earth. This knowledge alone 
can strengthen us in the day of battle, com- 
fort us, it may be, in the hour of defeat, and 
teach us when we win, as win we must, 
to remember that the race is not to the swift 
nor the battle to the strong. Till that day 
dawn, be it soon or be it late, there is work 
for us all to be done for the great cause, 
to be done without boasting, and without 
fear of loss or hope of recognition. “Keep 
silence before me, O Islands; and let the 
people renew their strength.” 


e ¢ 
Presbyterian of the South: 


We have frequent occasion to refer to the 
tenets of the Unitarians, for we find that 
this is the “ism” that is being imported into 
the evangelical churches, under the name of 


liberalism. To read a Unitarian periodical 
and then read the effusion of an average 
liberal identifies the two as children of the 
same parent. Rationalism, with evolution as 
its guiding star, determines the character 
and complexion of both. They hate confes- 
sions of faith, which they »refer to call 


Rev. O. W. Powers, D. D. 
Retiring ome Mission 
Secretary 
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“ereeds” and “dogmas ;” they scorn the gen- 
ius, learning, and devotion of theologians and 
reformers; they reject the fidelity of Scrip- 
ture in matters of doctrine, and protest 
against the Word of God as the only infal- 
lible rule of faith. 

oe @ 


Berlin Kreuz Zeitung: 


No hour has been more ardently desired 
by us than that of a reckoning with Eng- 
land. History tells us that no wars are so 
grewsome and so hard as those between 
people of the same race. So be it then. 
We must have satisfaction; and if ever a 
war should be regarded as a judgment of 
God it is this one. It should and must be, 
however, not merely retribution, but, above 
all, the facing of the question of which 
European nation shall, in the future, exer- 
cise dominion on the seas beyond the Ger- 
man ocean. The one that remains victori- 
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IN THE DRIFT OF CURRENT 


THOUGHT 


ous in this struggle holds the trident in 
his powerful fist. The trident in German 
fist, however, will not be a symbol of 
domineering and of injury to foreign 
rights. No, but the sign of moderation, 
discipline, morality, and justice. 


¢ ¢ 
American Church Sunday-school Magazine: 


The professed Christian is the only Bible 
the average American sinner will read; and 
the question is: What sort of doctrine or 
precept is he learning from your life? That 
unconverted neighbor of yours is reading a 
chapter from your thoughts every day; for 
“as a man thinketh, so is he.” What is 
your neighbor’s conclusion as to your 
thoughts by what he sees of you practically? 
That person under your own roof, whether 
a close relative or friendly visitor, is judging 
your life scripture by the spirit you show 
and the words you speak. What is his 
verdict likely to be of yourself as a walking 
Bible? 


¢ ¢ 
Washington Herald: 


What may be the fate of the Kaiser at 
Waterloo is to be determined; and if he 
should win that nook of earth he may pos- 
sibly be able to dictate terms to all Eu- 
rope; but if, like Napoleon, he should lose, 
it will not be the destruction of Germany. 
The development in industry and commerce 
in Germany in the last forty years has been 
the new spirit of enterprise in Europe. The 
allies may defeat and even dethrone the 
Kaiser, but they will be compelled to recog- 
nize the new industrial civilization which 
has been born and developed in Germany, 
and not only not try to destroy it, but to 
make it a model for Europe. Great peoples 
are not destroyed by war, even on the scale 
of the war now raging in Europe. The fate 
of the Kaiser will not remove Germany from 
the map, even should that fate be similar 
to the fate of Napoleon. France has demon- 
strated that nations do not die when em-- 
perors are overthrown. 
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“WHEREFORE, RECEIVE YE ONE ANOTHER, AS CHRIST ALSO RECEIVED US, TO THE GLORY OF GOD.” 









LET US PUT THE RESPONSIBILITY WHERE IT BELONGS 


of great issues, of untold opportunities, 

of great gains and of great losses, It 
is the part of wisdom to step cautiously be- 
cause in the hands of the Church of the living 
God are the most sacred treasures of human 
destiny, yea, even the things that shall honor 
God and glorify His Son forever, or bring re- 
proach upon the Church and the cause for 
which it exists. 


Our attention has just been called to a 
public statement with reference to the situa- 
tion of the Presbyterian Church spiritually 
—it is said that they have lost nearly a half 
million of members by lapses, really by back- 
sliding, in the last four years; it is startling 
to us all, and certainly to the Presbyterians 
themselves. At a late meeting of the Elders 
of the Presbytery of Philadelphia—North, the 
following question was proposed : 

“Question—After all is said and done, is 
not the real reason that we have lapsed mem- 
bers due to the fact that they never really 
surrendered to Jesus Christ as their Lord 
and Master?” 


To this question Dr. Maitland Alexander, 
Moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, undertook to answer the 
question, as follows: 

“That is a very solemn question, and it is 
a very difficult question, but it is a very im- 
portant question for us to think about. f, 
for one, would not be willing to say that in 
the lapses which I have had since the be- 
ginning of my Christian life and early boy- 
heod, that my drifting away as I may or 
may not have done, was due to the fact that 
I had never truly surrendered to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. I think it is perfectly possible 
for people to drift away and still be under 
the Covenant, and I think it is perfectly 
possible for there to be lapses in spiritual 
life, and yet be a child of God. I have seen 
people who couldn’t pray because of some 
things that had come into their lives—who 
couldn’t open their Bibles—who maintained 
a stony, hard, rebellious spirit, but it never 
for one moment entered into my head to 
question the fact that they were the children 
of God.” 

Dr. Alexander’s answer to that question is 
interesting, if not satisfactory. Indeed, we 
do not see how it can be satisfactory to him- 
self or the people for whom he spoke. To 
have four or five hundred thousands of church 
members lapsing in four years is most seri- 
ous, indeed. Practically speaking, Dr. Alex- 
ander thinks this great loss to the Presby- 
terian Church is due to worldly and careless 
living as church members. It may be true, 
as he suggests, but if it is, then there neces- 
sarily follows another serious question, viz. : 
If all this lapsing has taken place in the last 
four years, is there not some serious mis- 
take in the work which brought these people 
into the Church? Even the Presbyterian 
Church has had nothing like it, so far as we 
know, to come into its history in any twelve 
years previous, and possibly never before. 
If in this we are correct, it seems to us that 
the thing to do in answering that question is 
to look into recent methods of church work, 
into the doctrines preached, or into the lack 


T's are days of great responsibilities, 


of doctrine preached, and also into the prac- 
tices of the Church in very recent years. It 
stands to reason if no such backsliding ag is 
now reported in the Presbyterian Church, has 
been known in recent years, there must be 
some new and unusual trouble in their work 
—something is going wrong, and seriously 
so. What is it? We dare not answer, and 
for the reason we are not familiar with the 
situation, but we would make a suggestion, 
which may be worthy of consideration at this 
time. 

Would it not be wise to look into two or 
three things in connection with the people 
who are thus affected? For instance, might 
it not be possible that there is some depar- 
ture from God’s ways in the work of soul- 
saving in the Presbyterian Church? This 
might be either in teaching or in practice. 
We have heard a good deal of certain invita- 
tions in the teachings of that Church in re- 
cent years, It may be that this leaven has had 
something to do with the weakening of the 
spiritual life of the Church. Yea, it may 
have had much to do with the understanding 
given to the new converts won under such 
teaching. If so, to whatever extent error has 
gotten into the thought of the:people, we may 
expect it to show in the lives of the men and 
women who come into the Church under such 
error. It is possible for the trouble which is 
causing our Presbyterian brethren such 
heavy losses to be in the emphasis they a~ 
laying on the regenerated E they ar 
allowing any thought to take the piu. of 
individual redemption, then it is perfectly 
plain why they are having more lapsing in 
their membership than in other years. It is 
possible that many of these nearly five hun- 
dred thousand members, who have lapsed 
in four years have come into the Presbyterian 
Chureh under the teaching that the people 
are now saved by communities. While that 
is not the true teaching of Social Service, yet 
many seem to have confounded individual 
redemption with community betterment, and 
if this has been done, this lapsing on such a 
large scale is perfectly natural. You can 
count on one thing all the while, and that 
is, men and women brought into the Church 
under erroneous teaching cannot, will not, 
stand as do such as are brought into the 
fold in God’s ways. We believe these sugges- 
tions will do our brethren of the Presbyteri- 
an Church no harm if they will carefully 
look into the same and see “where they are 
at.” 


We wish Dr. Alexander would be kind 
enough to make plain one statement of his 
bearing on this matter, as follows: 

T have seen people who couldn’t pray be- 
eause of some things that had come into their 
lives—they couldn’t open their Bibles—who 
maintained a stony, hard. rebellious spirit, 
but it never for one moment entered into 
my head to question the fact that they were 
the children of God. 

Well, now really, Dr. Alexander, you may 
be right, but if so, we know nothing of that 
kind of religion. We know there is great 


danger of coming short of the mark, but to 
maintain a stony, hard, rebellious spirit, even 
to the point that one could not open his 
Bible—well, that is beyond our conception 
of the Christian life, and if our Presbyterian 
brethren have many such members, we are 
not surprised at this wholesale lapsing. As 
we see it, Dr. Alexander’s explanation does 
not explain. So far as we know the Pres- 
byterian Church has not had in other days 
such an experience as this. It is hard to 
feel that he has satisfied himself in the an- 
swer he has given. The Methodist Protestant 
makes a suggestive discrimination between 
lapses which come to most people, which, 
though causing them pain and even loss in 
Christian experience, yet do not by any means 
turn them away from the Church of Christ. 
They soon recover and are just as loyal and: 
happy and useful as before, possibly, but in 
the case, of which complaint is now made, it 
seems that the lapsing resulted in a com- 
plete turning away from the Chureh and go- 
ing back to the world, else why did the 
Church find that it had been weakened to the 
extent of almost half million in four years? 
The ordinary lapse in Christian experience, 
such as Dr, Alexander declares that he had 
suffered from time to time in his own Chris- 
tian life, could not possibly result in any such 
wholesale loss to the Church and the cause 
of Christ as seems to be the case with our 
P> -*~terian brethren. 

We a. .ot mentioning this matter to do 
our Presbyterian brethren harm. Not at all. 
We love them as brethren and wish them 
great success in winning men to Christ. It 
is not with us a matter of loss to one denom- 
ination so much as it is a loss to 2e cause 
of Christ, and in any such wholesale lapsing, 
as indicated among our Presbyterian breth- 
ren, all other denominations will suffer. It 
is from this standpoint that we write of 
these things. Then some one has intimated 
that what is true in the Presbyterian laps- 
ing is just as true in other denominations, 
and if this is correct, then the alarm becomes 
general, and we are all involved. Why are 
so serious results coming to the churches in 
this day of so many new things? 

We are fully persuaded that one trouble in 
this lapsing is the fact that the genuine fer- 
vor of the Spirit of God does-not appear in 
these days of novelties in religion. Here is 
one of the chief causes of lapsing from the 
faith. Get and keep the fervor of God’s Spir- 
it in the heart and life of Church people, and 
lapsing will largely disappear. Let us try it! 

The editor of The Methodist Protestant, in 
an article on this question says: 

We are sorry that the churches have the 
serious problem of lapsed members, but we 
do not believe the remedy is to pat them 
and coddle them, and then tell them “they 


are still under the Covenant, and the children 
of God.” 


We agree! If a man can be so hard-heart- 
ed as to refuse to open his Bible to feed on 
the Word, so stony, hard, and rebellions as 
not even to pray, how much worse is the man 








1676 (4) 
who never knew our God? Evidently there 
has been a letting down of Christian stand- 
ards on the part of many, and these results 
in part are following, but we have not heard 
of any change God has made as to these 
standards, and while God’s standards are in 
force, we fully believe that we ought to be as 
strict in our efforts to attain and maintain 
these standards as God requires of us. Why 
not? Do you say that God’s standards are 
high and holy and that man is weak and 
liable to fall? Verily, but God has promised 
strength to the trusting soul and offers to 
give it in answer to faith. Then why should 
we not hold ourselves to attain and maintain 
God’s own standards? 


ef oo 
ee 


TWO BATTLE-FIELDS OF 
CHRISTIANITY 

A battle-field is the place where the main 
fighting is done. No one thinks of calling 
the scene of a skirmish a battle-field. There 
may have been some shooting, but it is not 
big enough to be called a battle-field, A bat- 
tle is the scene of a real set fight, where the 
strength and skill of the two armies are 
tested. We are writing in some such sense 
as that when we speak of the two battle-fields 
of Christianity. It is true we use the terms 
in an altogether different sense, for while 
Christianity is out and out opposed to war 
between nations, it is itself in the greatest 
war of the ages—fighting the battle between 
light and darkness, between righteousness and 
sin, between Christ and Satan. In this con- 
flict of the ages there are two principal 
battle-fields—one is where we win recruits 
from darkness to light and the other is 
where we regain what has been lost, or 
where we restore those who have fallen by 
the way in tlie great struggle. It is much 
like a battle between nations, the first con- 
sideration is to capture the enemy. Then 
the second consideration is to get the wound- 
ed, those who have fallen—wounded by the 
way—get them out of reach of the enemy 
and get them to a place of safety where they 
can be healed and restored to spiritual 
health. 

We have known of these two battle-fields 
in the warfare of light against darkness for 
a long while, but we have not fought an ag- 
gressive warfare on either. Of the two we 
have done our better work in the effort to 
win men from darkness to light. On the 
other battle-field we have made a poor show. 
We have fought the enemy, it is true. We 
have made some slight effort to restore the 
fallen ones in the conflict, but we have never 
laid the stress on the work of restoring the 
fallen one as we should have done. To re- 
store the fallen is just as important as to 
win the lost, for both are in a hopeless con- 
dition, if no help be given. Hence Paul 
urged the Galatians thus: 


“Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault ye 
which are spiritual, restore such an one in the 
spirit of meekness, considering thyself, lest thou 
also be tempted. al. 6:1. 


Again the thought is close of kin to that 
of the warrior. He must look after the fallen 
one, lest in neglecting the fallen one, the ene- 
my should lay hands on the well one, just 
what he will do if he can. You see that is 
Paul’s idea. If a man has fallen on the bat- 
tle front of the Christian life, why the first 
thing for Christian men and women to do is 
to lodk after the fallen one, and to see that 
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the enemy does not get him. Of course, if 
the tempter succeed in pulling one down, and 
you leave the fallen one in the hands of the 
enemy, that not only weakens the army in 
which you are doing battle for God and the 
right, but it puts the enemy one man nearer 
to you, at least, and to that extent you are 
liable to be the next victim. To avoid such 
a catastrophe, we are urged to be up and 
doing, seeking to restore the fallen one to 
health and to active service. In this way 
the ranks of the soldiers of truth are to be 
maintained and the enemy kept in the back- 
ground and finally driven off the field of 
conflict. The Church needs to have a regular 
restoration camp, with men and women in 
charge who have experience and who are not 
afraid to push their way to the hottest of 
the fight in order to rescue and restore even 
one fallen one. In our first editorial on page 
three, we are told that one denomination has 
lost in the last four years nearly one-half 
million of men and women, captured by the 
enemy of souls and carried away into cap- 
tivity, carried to the enemy’s country, and 
largely they are lost to the Church. Why? 
Oh, the Church did not properly man the 
field for the work of restoration, and as a re- 
sult, these few hundreds of thousands have 
been captured by the wicked one and led 
away into captivity and ruin, for that is 
what it means to them and to the Church, if 
they be not restored. 

Certainly the Church needs a restoration 
camp just as truly as the soldiers on the 
bloody battle-field need a hospital—both are 
used to restore the disabled ones, and the 
spiritual needs the help thus given just as 
truly as do the wounded soldiers on the 
field of blood. 

We need to wake up and get busy in this 
field, and we need to do it quickly. It is 
true after all of our best efforts, some will 
go down to spiritual death. In that event, 
we are compelled to drop such out and give 
them up, but as long as there is life, any 
hope to rescue and restore, let the Church 
be more faithful and zealous than ever, for 
the work of restoration must go on, or we 
shall be continually losing out. 


Mr. William H. Ridgeway, the man who 
writes the Busy Man’s Corner in the lessons 
for the Sunday School Times, has an inter- 
esting paragraph bearing on this line, as fol- 
lows: 


“Lets !—If a man be overtaken in any*tres- 
DOOR «5: ne restore such a one. Run down 
by our faults. 
after us. Some of us are more fleet of foot 
than others. I have some I can easily keep 
ahead of, like tobacco, rum, and dope. But 
my family say there are those that catch up. 
Never mind what mine are. What are 
yours? When you go down by their trip-up 
you want to be picked up, don’t you? When 
you have lied, you don’t want to be thrown 
on the moral garbage pile, do you? So when 
John Barleycorn overtakes one of those for 
whom Christ died, and puts him ‘down and 
out,’ there is only one thing to do (Heb. 
12:12, 18). I was in a picture store one 
day and saw the sorriest-looking canvas 
ever, yet it was by a master. Cracked all 
over, blistered in places, scuffed and dirty. 
I would not have given it wall-room. Then 
I saw it another day. Behold a burst of 
loveliness and a dream of beauty which was 
worth a small fortune. The picture had 
been ‘restored.’ That old ‘bum,’ cracked, 
blistered, scuffed, and dirty, is also by a 
Master. Let’s restore him.” 


We all have a lot in full cry - 
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Mentionings 





*** Bro. C. B. McConnell tells us that the 
Strawbridge-Conner Dvangelistic Company of 
Lima, Ohio, is to hold a meeting at Sidney, 
Ohio, beginning January 3. 


*** Rev. DeK. Judy has just closed a good 
meeting at Hollandsburg, O., with Rev. W. 
W. Roberts, the evangelist, assisting—forty 
added to the churches. Bro. Judy and Bro. 
Roberts begin at North Clayton, O., January 
10, 1915. 


*** Bro. Harry S. Huey was ordained a 
deacon at Walnut Hills Christian church 
last Sunday morning. He has for several 
years been a faithful and loyal member of 
that congregation and a helper to Bro. Zart- 
mann. 


*** We have a letter from one of the mem- 
bers at Rifle, Colorado, telling of the safe ar- 
rival of their new pastor, Rev. Simon Ben- 
nett, and his wife, late of Jeffersonville, O. 
They are pleased with the outlook and at 
once the work is starting up hopefully. The 
church at Rifle had been for some time with- 
out a pastor. We shall look for good news 
from Bro. Bennett and the Rifle church and 
its work. 


*** We see it is stated in the public prints 
that Hon. William J. Bryan, Secretary of 
State, Washington, D. C., now comes out 
against Prohibition, as a national issue, and 
declares that it ought to be kept in line as 
a State matter. We are very sorry to hear 
that Mr. Bryan takes that stand, but the 
nation will stand against him within the next 
few years, we believe, and we hope it will in 
that matter. We need Nation-wide Prohibi- 
tion, and we are going to have it, if we can. 
Let us see what can be done about it. 


*** The Christian Century says the work 
the Disciples are called to do now is 
the service of constructing un order of the 
spiritual life, the inner life of the soul, richer 
and more Catholic than the Church to-day 
pussesses. We have an impression that Jesus 
constructed such an order of the spiritual 
life, and that it stands in force to-day, as it 
did the day He instituted it. We are not 
troubled over the order of the spiritual life 
the Disciple brethren may construct—it will 
be dead and buried and ten-elevenths of the 
people will never hear of it. We have not the 
remotest idea that our Disciple brethren can 
improve on the sp'ritual order given to the 
Church by Jesus, and that the Church pos- 
sesses to-day. May she keep it and treasure 
it as a gem of divine luster. 


*** Rev. E. A. Watkins, D. D., president 
of Palmer College, Albany, Mo., is much en- 
couraged in his work. The outlook of the 
college was perhaps never so good as at this 
time. Stand by him, brethren everywhere, 
but especially in Iowa, Missouri, Nebraska, 
and Kansas, and we believe the day will come 
when the wisdom of Dr. Watkins in relocat- 
ing Palmer College will be cause for rejoic- 
ing. Help him now while the load is heavy, 
and you will do the college a real service, 
and more than that, you will do the Chris- 
tian Church a service which will not be for- 
gotten, for it will tell in years to come, and 
on a much larger scale than it now seems pos- 
sible. Whatever makes Palmer a success is 
a great friend to the Church. 








*** Good-bye, dear Old Year, 1914! 
come, blessed New Year, 1915. 


Wel- 


*** God bless Tue Hreratp—its pages shine 
with pure gold.—Rev. J. T. Agema, Sway- 
zee, Ind, 


*** Rev. J. T. Agema, Swayzee, Ind., will 
be glad to give assistance in meetings for 
January, February, and April. For terms, 
see notice elsewhere in this issue—page 32. 


*** May God bless you, Bro. Barrett, in 
your work as editor. THE HERALD seems to 
get better with each issue. Wish you a Hap- 
py New Year!—Rev. A. W. Cash, Lebanon, 
Indiana. 


*** Are you a regular reader of this paper? 
Then try to get your neighbor to become a 
regular reader also. If you are not a regular 
reader, then subscribe at once—-price $1.50 a 
year. 


*** Dr. G. W. Shepherd recently gave as- 
sistance to Rev. J. T. Agema at Swayzee, 
Ind., and they were expecting, praying, and 
looking for a decided victory. Let us hear 
of the results, Bro. Agema. 


*** The newly remodeled building at Ad- 
vance, Ind., is to be dedicated January 3. 
Rev. Robinson Ashby is pastor. Rev. W. D. 


Samuel, D. D., will preach the dedicatory 
sermon. See Bro. Ashby’s letter in field 
news. 


*** Now that we are parting with the Old 
Year, let us bid it good-bye in all sincerity, 
promising God to try to leave our follies and 
failures behind, and by His grace seek to 
make the New Year the best yet we have 
ever given to him in a right life and a real 
service. 


*** Judge O. W. Whitelock, president of 
The Christian Publishing Association, has 
been laid up of late from lameness, at his 
home, Huntington, Ind., we presume from 
accident of some kind. We wish him speedy 
relief and full restoration to his accustomed 
activity. 


*** Rey. Irl R. Hicks, editor of Word and 
Works, St. Louis, Mo., has issued his Almanac 
for 1915, in which are many striking predic- 
tions of the weather, storms, and such like, for 
1915. It seems quite remarkable that he is 
able to make such accurate predictions of the 
weather as is shown he does by comparing 
the events after they have passed. 


*** As you b’d the Old Year an affection- 
ate farewell, leave all evil intentions behind. 
If you have been digging pits for others, you 
are most fortunate, if you have not fallen in- 
to the same. It has been that way since 
Joseph’s brethren prepared a pit for him—- 
into that pit, or its equal, they fell to their 
sorrow. Let us all beware of digging pits for 
those we do not like, or we may ourselves 
fall into them. 


*** Results of our meeting at Bismarck, 
Ill., so far, December 24, are as follows: 
Twenty-three conversions, twenty-seven addi- 





tions, and twenty-nine in all who have taken 
a stand for a better 1fe. The meeting will 
continue over Sunday. Bro. Klingler, who 
is assisting me as singing evangelist, will 
leave for Warren, Ind., Saturday morning. 
He is a splendid man and a fine helper.— 
Rev. W. A, Freeman, 


*** Rev. W. A. Freeman is in a meeting at 
Bismarck, Ill, assisted by Bro. Walter Kling- 
ler of Harrod, Ohio, who is leading the song 
service and otherwise helping in the meeting. 
Bro. Freeman is planning to give much of his 
time to evangelistic work, and he is the right 
man in the right place. We have listened to 
him day after day, and often twice a day, but 
we have yet to hear from him a poor effort, or 
one not well adapted to the work in hand. If 
you need help in your meetings for this winter, 
we feel safe in saying, if you can secure the 
services of Bro. Freeman, you will have cause 
to be glad that you did. 


*** Rev, R. J. Willingham, D. D., Foreign 
Mission Secretary of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, was stricken with apoplexy while 
on his way to Sunday-school, Richmond, Va., 
Dec. 20, and died in two hours. He had served 
in that capacity (as named above) since 1893—- 
and had been greatly blessed -in building up 
the foreign work of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention. How useful and beautiful is such 
a life, so earnestly spent in the Master’s serv- 
ice. We deeply sympathize with his family 
and the Baptists of the South in the loss they 
have sustained. Our old friend, Rev. J. F. 
Love, D. D., was his assistant in the great 
work and will no doubt be his successor. 
The workmen fall, but the work goes right 
on, 


*** We have taken THE HERALD. for over 
fifty years. We are members of Hope Chris- 
tian church, Illinois.. But three of the char- 
ter members are now left—of whom my wife 
and I are two. God has been good to us, for 
which we render thanks daily. We celebrated 
our fifty-fifth wedding anniversary September 
29, 1914. Our children are all living, but 
scattered in many parts of the country. We 
are enjoying good health, but we are alone, 
only Christ is with us. THe HERALD is our 
paper. We feel sure now that our time is 
limited. We expect to go from Hope, IIl., 
Christian church to the home prepared for 
all who love His appearing. —J. K. Butz, Po- 
tomac, Ill. One of the delightful experiences 
of the Christian life is to spend it in such a 
way as will permit us to look back over the 
days which are gone, and then be able to 
say: “God has been good to us, for which we 
render thanks daily. 


*** In another column will be found an 
account of Dr. Sunday’s meeting in Des 
Moines, Iowa, from the pen of Rey. E. E. 
Rennett, accompanying which was a note in 
which was this sentence: “I am wondering 
what the modern higher critic thinks now of 
his (the higher critic’s) statement that “You 
can no longer interest men in the doctrine of 
hell.” Men who have no interest in preach- 
ing the Rible doctrine of hell are in need of 
a real spiritual awakening. Heart and mind 





blindness destroy interest where it is so 
much needed. ‘A higher critic, and as for 
that, any other man may have no interest 
in the doctrine of hell, but that will not de- 
stroy either the doctrine or the thing taught 
in the doctrine, but it may destroy the spirit- 
ual life of the man who has no interest in it, 
that is, if such an one had any inferest to 
destroy.” 


*** Rev. D. B. Atkinson, president of 
Jireh College, Jireh, Wyoming, has been in 
the middle west, working in the interest of 
that college since the Springfield Convention. 
We should like to have a report of his work 
for our Heratp readers. We wish -he may 
have been very successful, for Jireh College 
bids fair to become a tower of strength in 
the work of the Chr'stian Church of the 
future, under the blessing of God. Let us 
help it forward in the noble fight it is makinz 
for the advancement of Christian education. 


*** The Christian Century says: “The spir- 
itual life of mankind will in less than a gen- — 
eration—perhaps in one decade—undergo 
a reconstruction more radical, more profound, 
and more fruitful of results in all depart- 
ments of human activity, than it has experi- 
enced in many centuries.” Well, that may be 
so, but we do not believe it is—and we do 
not believe it will be so under any man-con- 
structed spiritual order. We believe that the 
spiritual life as Jesus gave it is capable of 
far greater developments than we have yet 
realized, but away with the thought that man 
can construct a spir.tual order, surpassing 
what is now in possession of the Church, as the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. What is the matter 
with Bro. Morrison, anyway? It might be 
well to send for a specialist for him. Would 
it not be wise for the Church to make an 
henest effort to enter fully into the spiritual 
order Jesus gave before it attempts to con- 
struct such an order for itself. 


*** We have rarely published a more in- 
teresting report of any great public meeting 
than that wh'ch will be found in this issue 
of the Ministers’ Convention, recently held 
in Rochester; N. Y. The report is from the 
gifted pen of Rev. Alexander Mackenzie, 
West Henrietta, N. Y. It is said seven hun- 
dred ministers were in attendance and the 
enthusiasm ran high. If you will read Bro. 
Mackenzie’s write up of the various ad- 
dresses, you will get some idea of the thought 
presented, and you will feel that there was 
cause for enthusiasm. We need such a meet- 
ing in Ohio, in fact in every State in the 
Union. Think of a great meeting in Dayton 
in which seven hundred ministers of all de- 
nominations should come together to put 
their shoulders to the wheel, that they might 
push forward the cause of Christ and His 
Church. Why may we not have such a meet- 
ing in Ohio, and why not in every State in 
the Union?—great good we believe would be 
accomplished. It would certainly tend to 
bring the ministry much closer together, and 
that is needed. It would certainly awaken 
new interest in miss‘ons, in fact, in any sub- 
ject to which such a conference might devote 
its attention, time, and energies. 
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The things of this world are moving— 
seme for the good of humanity and some for 
the bad. We can scarcely reconcile the re- 
ports of the prohibition vote in the House 
of Representatives with the status of that 
Think of it— 
in a vote, taken in the House on Tuesday, 
December 22, 1914, the vote stood for prohi- 
bition 197; against it, 189, a majority of 
eight votes in favor of national prohibition. 
We are certainly moving. The liquor men 
may as well take this vote as meaning that 
soon we shall have national prohibition in 
the United States. Ten years ago we doubt 
that but few men in Congress could have been 
found who would have voted for such a bill, 
but now we have 197 voting for it. The men 
who did vote against the bill will evidently 
hear from their vote again about the time 
they go to the poles for another election, and 
what they will then hear may make them re- 
gret voting this time against it. It is no use 
in raising objections against prohibition—it 
is in the air—the people are breathing it in 
their very life and thought. It must come! 
Nothing short of a miracle can stay the tide. 
Prohibition is in the air—prohibition is 
coming! 


question even ten years ago, 


ok ak a cm * 

The Herald and Presbyter says: 

The Roman Catholics are determined that 
The Menace shall be excluded from the Uni- 
ted States mails, and that, if it is not, the 
administration shall suffer for it at the polls 
next election. 

That must be a game of bluff! If we re- 
member correctly the results in the last elec- 
tion look very much as if the Catholics will 
not have much weight in settling national 
issues in our Government in the next election, 
and for the reason that every prominent 
Catholic, so far as we know, who ran for 
office in the November elections in 1914, was 
defeated, badly defeated, and that begins to 
look as if our people are getting their eyes 
open to the true situation as to the danger 
that is likely to arise to this Government 
from the Pope’s agents in this country. Mr. 
Wilson need not be afraid to stand as the 
friend of 7he Menace and see that justice is 
done to that paper. The Catholics cannot 
put Mr, Wilson out of office at pleasure, at 
least the result of the elections last Novem- 
ber did not look that way. If they wish it, 
let them make the matter of the next election 
a test as giving The Menace the privilege of 
the mails. . Let Mr. Wilson and the present 
administration be understood as refusing The 
Menace mails because of what it has to say 


against the evils of Catholicism, and some- 


thing will drop in the next national election. 
The American people will not stand for the 
domination of our national Government by 
the Pope of Rome, or his agents in this coun- 
try. Mark it, and then wait till the issue is 
made, and see how far wrong THE HERALD 
is in its present view of the matter. Let the 
present administration refuse the privilege of 
the United States mails to The Menace, and 
we shall see what will happen. Of course, 
The Menace must not be upheld in anything 
that is wrong, whether it be against the 
Catholics, or the Protestants, or the infidels 
-of the land. No, that will not do, but till 


the Catholics prove The Menace to be what 
they are so loudly proclaiming it to be, it 
will not be safe for any party in this land to 
espouse the opposition and deny that paper 
the privilege of using the mails. If The 
Menace is slandering the Catholics, or any 
one else, let that paper be sued in the courts 
and proven guilty, and then Mr. Wilson can 
legally and without fear refuse it the use 
of the mails in this country, but till they pro- 
duce the evidence to support their claims in 
court, Mr. Wilson will do well to keep hands 
off and give The Menace a fair chance to 
take care of itself in the work it seeks to do. 
* n a * * 


One of the greatest enemies of the domes- 
tic life of our nation is strong drink. It en- 
ters so many homes and breaks up peace and 
happiness, destroys the moral life of the 
home, destroys the financial standing of the 
family, makes a wreck of family life, and 
turns over to the devil the best of the home. 
And yet we are tolerating the whiskey curse 
in our midst, just as though it were a neces- 
sary evil. We are learning now-a-days, and 
presently when the lesson takes a few more 
of the people and gets them straightened up, 
we shall begin to unload, and then the whis- 
key business must go. The inimitable Ridge- 
way, of the Sunday School Times, draws a 
picture of the ruin which the whiskey busi- 
ness is working in many a home which, if 
studied carefully and unselfishly, may help 
many a man to see his duty both to himself, 
his fellow men, and his God in this matter. 
Listen! Mr. Ridgeway says: 


In Shop and Kitchen.—Each man shall 
bear his own burden. In addition to the us- 
ual load of drink, woes, and weight. Yes, 
George, while the crowd down at Embree- 
ville Asylum, and the other hundreds over 
at Norristown (90 per cent. alcohol victims) , 
are a sorrow enough in general, yet most of us 
“have troubles of our own.” For example, 
there is old Jake, one of our best hands, 
on a spree at this very moment. “Fire 
him?’ Yes, he deserves it, but there is his 
poor wife and children with nothing to eat 
in the house. All his last pay went into 
“Mike’s” till. I don’t know what to do for 
Jake. I have just called upon some ladies 
who are greatly troubled. The son of their 
woman-of-all-work, their “old reliable,” is 
a drunken good-for-nothing, and the mother 
is in distress. They have asked me, “What 
would you do about it?’ I ask you, “What 
would you do about it?” This rum burden 
often comes much nearer home than a hand 
in the shop or help in the home. I only know 
one thing to do when up against the Drink 
Demon. Do what the father of the boy did. 
Take him to Jesus. The sure cure for the 
devil’s big R is God’s bigger R. Religion is 
the cure for rum. I have seen all else fail. 
Real religion never fails. 


* * *¢ & # 





Everybody can talk about the war, but 
really who in this country knows anything 
about it? Who can even tell what country is 
in the lead on the battle-field? One day it is 
said that this nation is victorious. The very 
next day, the same paper reports the other 
side as in the lead. Perhaps the next day 
you will read in the same paper that both 
sides are in the lead, and perhaps next report 
will indicate that no one is in the lead, all 
sides being badly worsted. Indeed, we do not 
think that any one knows much about the 
war situation in Europe. We saw the other 





day where one man predicted that not one of 
the nations will come off victorious in the 
present conflict—that they will all hold on 
and hold on till each will destroy the other 
so fully that there will be no one to claim 
the victory—that is, not one of the nations 
will escape with sufficient vigor to claim a 
victory. Beyond all question it is the most 
brutal and the most selfish war of the ages. 
So far as we can see, there is not given one 
good reason for the war by the country which 
declares that it was forced on it. No doubt 
each government believed it had some reason 
for going to war, but was it a good reason? 
Would the man who is guilty, or the men who 
are guilty, of starting the war be willing to 
stand up before the Judge of all the earth and 
give the same reason as a justification for 
the bloody outrage? We doubt it. We see 
different countries bidding for the sympa- 
thy of the United States. We do not believe 
it is the wise thing for our country to get 
into the mix-up. As a neutral government, we 
can do more for all these nations by keeping 
out of it, than we could by going into it. 
The United States Government is friendly to 
all these nations and is anxious to do them 
all good. This she can never do by taking 
sides. Let us keep neutral, We have no men 
to throw away to appease the war god. 


ok * * * * 


The Church in the home land has many 
things to learn, and some of these we may 
learn from the Church in heathen lands, The 
Christian Observer says: 

The sentiment in China toward Christian- 
ity is rapidly changing. Recently the largest 
publishing house in the Far Hast stopped its 
presses and destroyed a whole edition of a 
text-book because it had been pointed out 
to them that it contained an unjust insinua- 
tion against Christianity. This house, the 
Commercial Press, Limited, has its head office 
in Shanghai and has more than a thousand 
branch offices throughout the country. Its 
managers are active Christians, and its stock- 
holders are in sympathy with Christianity. 


We think many so-called Christian pub- 
lishers would do well to learn a lesson from 
that Chinese publishing house by learning to 
destroy many of the books they are now pub- 
lishing, for many of them are as dangerous 
to the best interests of the. people, as is a 
rattlesnake, hiding in the underbrush, wait- 
ing to'get a chance to strike its intended vic- 
tim; and no doubt about it, we believe many 
well meaning Christian men and women have 
been bitten by poisonous literature to the un- 
doing of their faith in the Bible. Can any 
cne point to a single instance where a loss 
of faith in the Bible has been followed by a 
healthy spiritual uplift of the individual, or 
the church to which he is attached? We like 
the ring of the decision of that Chinese pub- 
lishing house, to’ destroy any book which is 
shown to have in it poison for the truth. If 
infidels wish to publish such things, let them 
do it on their own responsibility and with 
their own money, but it is a shame for Chris- 
tian men, even for the sake of making money, 
to publish a poisonous literature, and that 
under some Christian name. Let us learn 
to stand by the truth. If any one wishes 
to fight it, let the fighting of the truth be 
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done by its enemies, and not by its pretended 
friends. Do you see the point? If so, show 
it to others. 


2 3 
THE SONG OF A GRATEFUL HEART 


In THE HeEratp of October 22, page four, 
I read an editorial—The Song of a Grateful 
Heart. It put me to thinking and the result 
is what follows: 


With a grateful heart this song I sing, 
To Him who died for me; 

Who did to me full pardon bring, 
From sin He set me free. 


I know that words cannot express 
The Spirit’s strong desire 

To tell of Jesus’ power to bless, 
With the Spirit’s holy fire. Z 


But the Spirit intercedes for me, 
So the things I cannot tell 

Are fully known to the Blessed Three, 
Who doeth all things well. 


It matters not if in crowded street, 
No familiar face I see— 

My Savior talks to me so sweet, 
And He always stays with me. 


—L. T. Forp. 
Vining, Kansas. 


°° of 
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CHRISTIANITY NOT A FAILURE 
BY T, DARLEY ALLEN 

Christianity is a failure, we are told by 
a certain class of people, because after an 
eristence of nineteen centuries it has not been 
able to abolish war, and several Christian 
nations are engaged in the most terrible con- 
flict in all history. 

But the Christian religion has not broken 
down: it still has all the power it possessed 
in the early centuries of its existence, when 
its adherents dwelt in peace and harmony 
with all people and the pagan world said: 
“See how these Christians love one another.” 

It must be remembered that instead of 
Christianity having exerted its influence 
for nineteen centuries upon the same objects 
it has had to start anew with every genera- 
tion and do for it the same work it had ac- 
compl shed for all preceding generations. 

We are “of the earth, earthy.” The Bible 
and reason teach that man is at enmity with 
God and that the human heart is desperately 
wicked. Men love the world, and to over- 
come our evil natures and bring us in right 
relations to God is the difficult mission of 
Christianity. And wherever the fact is 
recognized that by the nature of things Chris- 
tianity is a spiritual religion and only that, 
the investigator will realize that the nations 
calling themselves Christian are not such, if 
they do not show by their fruits that they 
have the Spirit of Jesus. 

Early Christianity morally revolutionized 
the heathen Roman empire, and even infidel 


critics have testified to its wonderful power . 


in its primitive state of purity. What the 
faith of Christ has done in our day is seen 
in Fiji and Uganda, where the children and 
grandchildren of as degraded savages as the 
world has known are civilized and enlighten- 
ed people, highly moral, and ideal in their 
relations with other races, all the result of 
missionary effort. The Fijians once gave a 
large sum of money, considering their condi- 
tion and comparatively small number, for the 
relief of sufferers from famine in India, a 
sufficient evidence of the uplifting power of 
the Christian religion. 
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What the world needs to-day is more of 
true Christianity, the kind that enables us to 
exhibit the Spirit of the Prince of Peace. 
And the testimony of history is plain that, 
evil as the heart of man is naturally, Chris- 
tianity is to triumph in time and bring 
peace to the entire world forever. The Bible 
does not teach that this was to be soon ac- 
complished, but is plain in its declarations 
that the struggle between the good and eril 
Powers would be long and that only after 
ages would the religion of Christ destroy the 
great forces opposed to it. But what think- 
ing person can doubt that it will ultimately 
triumph? 


A NEW YEAR MESSAGE 
BY REV. R. H, GOTT 


With much ringing of bells and sounding 
of whistles and many “Happy New Years” 
unto friends, the world wakens every twelve 
months to welcome the new year. 

Gone the old year, with its pleasant recol- 
lections and joyful associations. It made 
record for us of victories won, higher achieve- 
ments attained, friendships cemented, and 
faith confirmed. In its passing how brief the 
year seemed. Friends have fallen by the 
wayside, but their departure, like Arnold 
Winkelreid’s, has made way for others to 
press through the broken line, and encourage 
us to renewed energy and zeal in the soul’s 
quest. . 

The new year, composed of our to-morrows, 
shall be the result of all our yesterdays, 
solidly compacted together. 

The prudent man, therefore, will remember 
only that which is good, and carry it for- 
ward as an incentive to the achievement of 
higher, nobler, and holier things. Memory 
is the carrying power of the soul, through its 
agency we are borne into the past, and live 
over again the scenes and events of other 
years. 

“Oh, dear, familiar yesterday! 
O sad and strange to-day!” 

Ours is a mingled cup of sunshine and 
shadow, of joy and sorrow, hope and disap- 
pointment. 

But if memory gives us the past, and work 
uses the present, our real life is the future. 

Fifty-two Sabbaths in the which if time 
permits, we may present ourselves in the 
sanctuary, where we may gain inspiration 
to do valiant work for God and humanity 
the other three hundred thirteen days which 
lie out before us as we enter the portals of 
the new year, 

Take Paul’s ideal: ‘““Whatsoever things are 
honest, whatsoever things are true, whatso- 
ever things are lovely, whatsoever things are 
pure, whatsoever things are of good report; 
think on these things.” 

“As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.” 
“My mind my kingdom is.” 

Our minds our kingdoms are. Farewell to 
the old year! its like we shall never see 
again. All hail to the new! 

Indianapolis, Ind. 

2 8 
THE RESPONSIBILITY OF GOD’S 
CHILDREN 
BY MRS, MARY BROWN SHUSS 

Multitudes in our own dear peaceful land 
are drifting with the tide, away from God, 
no real love for Church or things divine. It 
is important that the Christian churches of 
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our land, all believers in Jesus, should form 
a net in which there are no weak places, no 
unfaithful, luke-warm, no careless Christians, 
none trying to serve God and mammon; a net 
so strong in loving cooperation that each com- 
munity shall leave no spot untouched by 
divine love and compassion for souls. Not 
simply let go and hang up the net after a re- 
vival effort until another year comes around, 
but by a steady year-round prayer and pull 
together, do great things for God by faithful 
attendance upon divine services, by prayer 
without ceasing to be living examples of the 
Word, by the disposition at all times to love, 
to forgive, to pray for all within reach, 
whether they be good or evil, friends or ene- 
mies, strangers or those near and dear, The 
willingness to do with might whatever the 
hands find to do, for the spiritual good of 
the souls by which the humblest and every 
Christian is surrounded. 

Not all ministers in God’s Kingdom can 
preach the masses of souls into Christ’s fold, 
while so many church members put their own 
comfort, business, pleasure, or in other words, 
self before Christ’s Church. His work, His 
prayer-meetings, His Word, His prayer closet 
and the souls for which He died. You, I, all 
of us, should love souls as Jesus loved them. 
We should pray until each soul becomes the 
most stupendous worth of all things, more 
than all the world. This is not the business 
of the few, but of each and every one who be- 
lieves in the name of Jesus as Savior and 
Redeemer. “If the righteous scarcely be 
saved where shall the careless and the un- 
godly appear?” 

Failure to obey God’s Word and voice 
promptly is as disastrous as downright and 
knowing disobedience. Prayer and God’s 
Word is the Christian’s life. Temptation may 
appear as an angel of light, but sheathed and 
robed in the blood-stained banner of the 
cross, upon which is written the “Beauty of 
Holiness.” Evil cannot penetrate, no weapon 
formed against it may prosper. Such an ar- 
mour and vesture belong to the faithful be- 
liever everywhere, and no one is safe without 
it. And each and all are responsible to God 
in Christ for the way they use the life so 
freely given. The humblest believer and 
church member is as responsible in the eye of 
the Judge of all the earth as to the use of 
church, Bible, talents, and opportunities of 
service, as the highest official in the church, 
and only as each tile or pillar is secure in 
Christ, can the church itself perform its high- 
est mission and stand secure in the eyes of 
the world, as a safe refuge from the storms 
and temptations of the world, and guide into 
the eternal mansions beyond this life. 

2 8 

Look at that beautiful butterfly, and learn 
from it to trust in God. One might wonder 
where it could live in tempestuous nights, in 
the whirlwind, or in the stormy: day; but I 
have noticed it is safe and dry under the 
broad leaf while rivers have been flooded, 
and the mountain oaks torn up from their 
roots.—Jeremy Taylor. 
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Happiness is much more equally divided 
than some of us imagine. One man shall pos- 
sess most of the materials, but little of the 
thing; another may possess much of the 
thing, but very few of the materials.—Colton. 
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and evangelistic work for thirty- five years. 
years. During his full term of service in our 
great work for 


from membership in, and 
build up its finances in every way 
paying a deserved tribute to the life 


he can. 


JOSIAH G. AND EMILY K. 


Some men grow old, and and 
healthy, 
And some of 
wealthy ; 
One of this class, a man of rare merit, 
Has prized every gift, because he could share 
i; 
He has lived 
healthy, 
Having the comforts of life, 
is wealthy ; 
He toils through the day like a man does for 
wages, 
Pouring over his books, 
their pages; 
He believes the “Good Book” 
to ending, 
the faith of the fathers he is always 
contending ; 


are happy 


their class even grow to be 


to be old, and is happy and 


but in no sense 
carefully scanning 
from beginning 


For 


Has worked all his life, been honest and 
prayerful, 
And to do the right thing, has always been 


careful; 
He has preached with great power, 
times without number, 
And has prayed with the sick, e’er he lay 
down to slumber; 
followed his guide, 
danger, 
Has opened his home to the poor and the 
stranger ; 
Has sat in the councils of church with his 
brothers, 
As he would men should do, he has done un- 
to others; 
He has ridden on 
prairies, 
gone to the 
cherries ; 
Has written some books, and articles many, 
And has not been excelled in service, by any; 
Miles upon miles he has ridden alone, 
Thinking the while for sin to atone; 
Has been hungry, and cold, and misunder- 


and at 


Has never thinking of 


horseback. across wild 


Has land that blossoms with 


stood 

While seeking none else than other men’s 
good : 

Has given his dollars to the Church and her 
cause, 


Has lived in obedience to God and His laws; 

And that home of the soul that is better than 
this, 

Where life's filled with love and with heav- 
enly bliss ; 

Where the joys of eternity forever shall roll 


THE 


Then he was in our general 


the Christian Church in its labors to build up the cause of Christ. 
He will continue as Special Missionary 
His retirement has set 
and devoted servants of God, which are given below.—Eb1Tonr. 


as Treasurer of, the Mission Board. 
He is now 
and work of these two faithful 


HER 


z 
x 
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Off the coast of Asia, ’mid the mighty ocean, 
Lies an island kingdom, strangely fair and bright; 
Ere the rising sunbeams touch the Asian highlands, 
All her isles are glowing in the morning light. 
First to catch the radiance of a brighter sunrise, 
Island of the morning, beautiful Japan. 


Chorus: 
Beautiful Japan, beautiful Japan, 
Island of the morning, beautiful Japan. 
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and Mrs, Emily K. Bishop have long been to the front in the work of the Christian Church. 
mission work as Mission Secretary 
him faithfully, 


mission work, Mrs. Bishop has stood by 


in his eighty-second year. 


And the smile of the Lord will be peace to 
the soul 

Shall be his in that day when the angels 
shall come : 

To bear him away to his heavenly home; 

For his reward, it is sure, and in heaven 
laid up, 

And we call him down here the good Doctor 
Bishop. 

And all that’s been said in praise of his life, 

Is equally true of his patient good wife; 

For this I have said, as others must say, 


There are but few greater women than 
Emily K. 
JEDEKIAH. 
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AND STILL THEY LABOR ON 


To Dr. and Mrs. J. G. Bishop: In view of 
their long life of self-sacrificing service 
for Jesus. 


BY REV. FE. K. M’CORD, SENDAI, JAPAN 


They stood upon life’s threshold and thro’ 
its open door 
A gentle voice, but urgent, 
over and o'er. 
It called to life-long service, to self-forgetful 
deed, 
And to its sweet insistence their hearts gave 
willing heed. 
Tt was the voice of Jesus: 
yard go, 
Procia'm the blessed gospel till all the world 
shall know.” 
And still they hear that voice— 
And still they labor on. 


called to them 


“Into my vine- 


And there were other voices that called them 
thro’ that door, 


With promises of pleasure and ease and 
wealth in store. 
But naught cared they for pleasure and 


naught for wealth or ease; 
They had but one fixed purpose, their loving 
Lord to please. 
To give their life’s rich service, that thro’ 
the whole wide world 
The people of all nations might know and 
love their Lord. 
And still they ‘hold that purpose— 
And still they labor on. 


Theirs was a vision world-wide, embracing 
every clime, 
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First, he was in the pastorate 
and Treasurer for twenty-four 
and together they have done a 
1915—to-morrow—-Dr. Bishop retires 
the Board and will seek to 


Agent for 
his poetic friends to 


some of 


The home land and the foreign—there was 
no boundary line; 

For all are God’s own children, for all the 
dear Christ died, 

And all must know the story of Jesus cru- 
cified. 

For them to tell this story, at home and o’er 

the sea— 

them to work for Jesus, 

joy would be. 

And still they see that vision— 

And still they labor on. 


lor life’s richest 


The rs was a faith heroic, which stronger 
grew each day, 
Tho’ oft their task seemed hopeless—success 
seemed far away. 
Was not their God suffic ent? 
Christ divine? 
Could He not bring the victory 
pointed time? 
“Ah, ves!” their souls gave answer; 
faith was strong and pure; 
Their God by His own Spirit would make 
the victory sure. 
And still they hold that faith— 
And st ll they labor on. 


Was not their 
in His ap- 
their 


Theirs was a love most tender; so sweetly 
did it yearn 
Tor all the world’s salvation, so full of deep 
concern 
That all might yield allegiance to 
Christ their Lord; 
That all might know the sweetness of living 
by His Word; 
That for its consummation, with ever deepen- 
ing love,. 
Through long, long years of toiling, unceas- 
ingly they strove. 
And st ll they love like that— 
And still they labor on. 


Jesus 


Theirs was a life so prayerful—they knew 
but one sure way 
To win the world to Jesus. 
watchword —‘Pray.” 
They loved to call Him “Father,” and as a 
child to kneel 
And pray that His great Spirit, the sin-sick 
world would heal. 
They knew the task appalling, yet for the 
victory, 
In faith secure, undaunted, they prayed un- 
ceasingly. 
And still they pray like that— 
And still they labor on. 


Their only 
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In early pioneering—while yet our cause was 
young— 
Midst hardship, trials, burdens, they pressed 
with vigor on. 
In building up waste places, encouraging the 
weak ; 
In pleading with the lost ones the way of 
life to seek; 
In office rooms administ’ring the task now 
-orld-wide grown; 
Where’er the Master called them, they ran 
to make Him known. 
And still they sacrifice— 
And still they labor on. 


Great noble souls hero.c, who toiled thro’ 
life’s long day, 

Undaunted by the burdens and trials of the 
way, 

Unheeding the allurements 
wealth or ease, 


that called to 
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Unwilling, whatsoe’er the cost, their work for 
Christ to cease. 
Upheld by faith undaunted—by holy vision 
led— 
In loving, praying, trusting, in Jesus’ steps 
they tread. 
And still their souls stand true—- 
And still they labor on. 


And now upon LIFE’S threshold in peace 
serene they stand; 
The threshold of eternal life, in God’s bright 
promised land. 
In peace they wait the summons, with Him 
to enter in; 
In joy their souls will greet Him when, midst 
the strife and din 
Of earthly toil and struggle, they hear His 
voice so true: 
“Come home with me, my children—my Fath- 
er needeth you.” 
And still for earth’s lost children— 
In heaven they'll labor on. 


Seeeseoes 


THE MECCA 








OF AFRO-AMERICA 








By MRS. DONNA LIPFORD, So. Charleston, Ohio. 


In reading the ancient history of the Mos- 
lems, we find their religion centered around 
one holy shrine. That shrine is situated in 
one of their cities called Mecca. This peo- 
ple, according to law as well as custom, 
bowed three times each day in prayer—morn- 
ing, noon, and evening. When bow.ng, it 
mattered not whether they were in Mecca, or 
thousands of miles from Mecca, they bowed 
with their faces toward Mecca, thus demon- 
strating that this shrine was in Mecca and 
not elsewhere; that this god was the god 
they were worshiping and no other. Many 
had images which they esteemed with the 
highest reverence, but fully realized that 
Mecca contained that sanctuary where almost 
x countless number must bow in humble 
obe'sance to its hallowed sacredness. 


Afro-America, arise! You are bowing to- 
ward the wrong Mecca; you are worshiping 
at the wrong shrine; you are facing in the 
wrong direction. Arise. - Face to the right! 
Those shrines of vice and worldly pleasures 
that you worship are only false beacon-lights, 
leading you onandon. As the will-o’-the wisp 
leads you into a bog at n‘ght, so these lure 
vou from the main highway of prosperity, 
promising innumerable luxuries of life, only 
to give you poverty, disgrace, causing the 
loss of a most brilliant and successful career 
on earth and eternal life after death. 

As we look around us, we behold the 
shrine of honesty, of integrity, of unselfish- 
ness, and of purity, having but few fac ng 
in its direction. It is sadly neglected. But 
that shrine of individualism, that shrine 
where each person is seeking after his own 
gain, that shrine where we read in large 
black letters: “The Survival of the F:ttest,” 
that shrine where, if you must rob your 
brother of his honor to gain yours, then do 
so, has many, many worshipers. 

As long as the sun continues to send forth 
its luminous rays of light our old earth spin- 
ning in space, changing night to day and day 
to night, as long as the stars transmit their 
gentle light, helping to glorify the night, as 
long as the moon traverses the heavens as 
the queen of the night, we will never be a 
race, if we continue as individuals to bow 
at the shrine of individualism and act as 


advocates for this shrine by our deeds. We 
will never stand-as one. Individuals may 
rise to the h_ghest pinnacle of fame, but our 
people as a race will always be counted out. 

Yes, we are despised, we are down-trodden, 
we are oppressed and have been to such a 
great extent that some falter and cry aloud, 
“Ours is adversity.” But great men who 
have trodden this old rough road to success 
say: 


“Rough are the ways of adversity, 
Though like a toad, ugly and venemous, 
Wears yet a precious jewel in her crown.” 


Buckle your breastplate of truth tighter, 
polish your shield of honesty and integrity 
to such a brilliancy that all around you will 
be a halo of prosperity and advancement of 
such great magnetic force that :t will attract 
others and lead them on to victory and suc- 
cess. “Do not be willing to die until you 
have won some victory for humanity.” 

We place the white man as our model race, 
trying to be more like him in every respect. 
This is certainly true—we try to dress as 
costly, try to accumulate money, houses, and 
land. We hear of a white man causing a 
bank to close because he has squandered its 
capital; we hear of a colored man stealing 
a horse or a few chickens—living up to his 
ideal, his white brother, but sadly failing 
to see and live up to the high lines, the up- 
lifting properties, and the unselfishness of 
his white brother. 

If we want to measure arms with the white 
race, we must live up to the highest pinnacles 
and ideals of manhood and womanhood. 
Whatever we try to be, endeavor.to be the 
best. Strive to be an authority. 


“The man who seeks one thing in life, and 
but one, 

May hope to achieve it ere life be done; 

But he who seeks all things where’er he 
goes, 


Qnly reaps around him his hope of whatever 


he sows— 
A harvest of barren regrets.” 


Desire to be a benefit to others. Pleasing 
manners and ability win for us many favor- 
able comments from strangers and make 
many friends among those who know us. 
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Let us turn our faces toward the shrine 
of truth, of virtue, and unselfishness by 
looking around us and doing the missionary 
work at our own door. Carlyle says: 
“Labor rids us of three evils: tediousness, 
vice, and poverty.” Wasted opportunities 
are the sole cause of thousands of failures. 
If we want to succeed, we must do our level 
best. If we want to succeed, we must make 
the most of our abilities. If we don’t do this, 
then we both sin and fail to reach the goal 
of earthly happiness. 

This old race, still bruised and bleeding, 
from the shackles of slavery, which were 
chained to its ankles a little more than 
fifty years ago, needs more men and women 
who are men and women, not some one dis- 
guised as such. Men and women who are 
willing to worship at that shrine that leads 
onward and upward to success, and whose 
Mecca, Truth, is a guide in life’s pathway 
as the lighthouse is to a ship in a storm. 
Men and women who are true to themselves, 
to their race, and to ther God. 

If I had the power of the lightning, I 
would flash into every one’s face, “Be a man, 
be a woman!” If I had the power of the 
thunderbolt, I would thunder into every one’s 
ears, “Be a man, be a woman!” If I had the 
power supernal, I would burn into every 
one’s soul, “Be a man, be a woman!” 
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RIGHT WITH GOD 
While in Lakemont, N. Y., I found a post- 
card on my desk. On one side were the 
words right and God, in large type letters, 
with the word with in small type letters, 
thus, 


RIGHT with GOD. 


On the other side was the handwriting of 
a mother, or sister, to a brother, directing it 
to him, who had enlisted in the United States 
Navy. 

I do not see how a pessimist can be right 
with God. When the heart is right with God, 
We will be optimistic. For as He changes 
not, and is the Almighty, infinitely wise, true, 
and just to all, and loving, it must be “bet- 
ter further on.” 


His Word shall not return unto Him void, 
though a thousand years pass it shall be ful- 
filled, just as surely as if fulfilled to-morrow. 
God is not slack concerning His promises. 


ALDEN ALLEN. 
2 8 
“Build a little fence of trust 
Around to-day. 


Fill the space with loving work, 
And therein stay. 

Look not through the sheltering bars 
Upon to-morrow ; 

God will help thee bear what comes 
Of joy or sorrow.” 
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KINDNESS 

Kindness is that which wins men, and the 
man who desires to build up his business, or 
help his employer to establish one, should be 
kind and courteous. The young man or 
woman in business who fails to be kind and 
gentle to customers will certainly rob the 
company or individual of some support, and 
thus cheat. Sometimes it takes patience to 
always be kind, but that is part of your 
obligation. Cc. B. Ripe. 
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THE PREPARED TEACHER 








By PRESIDENT W. A. HARPER, LL. D. 
(At Springfield Convention) 


Dan, 12:3—‘And they that be teachers 
shall sh_ne as the brightness of the firma- 
ment; and they that turn many to righteous- 
ness as the stars for ever and ever.” Anoth- 
er reading of this passage is: “And they 
that be wise shall shine as the brightness of 
the firmament,” from which we may legiti- 
mately conclude that in God’s economy Sun- 
day-school teachers should be wise, should 
be trained, should be prepared. 

But the religious world has not always 
thought thus in reference to th:s matter, 
and while great progress has been made in 
the training and preparation of Sunday- 
school teachers since God first gave Bishop 
Vincent the teacher-training idea in 1861, 
even yet there is woeful neglect of it abroad 
aud an inadequate appreciation of the neces- 
sity for it. We like to think of the promise 
all right, that teachers shall shine, but we 
like to forget that they may shine for igno- 
rance and failure to measure up to their 
tremendous opportunity just as surely as for 
wisdom and glorious performance of their 
duty. We further forget that the second part 
of this delightful promise is conditioned on 
the first, for only they can turn many to 
righteousness who are wise teachers. Happy 
those teachers who prepare themselves for 
the glorious harvest of soul-winning which 
the prophet declares, they who are wise shall 
garner. 


I. HEART PREPARATION 


The first preparation needful, the one thing 
needful, for every Sunday-school teacher is 
heart-preparation. No man has the right to 
undertake to lead others into an experience 
which he himself has not tasted. To under- 
take to do so is hypocrisy, the besetting sin 
of Pharisaism, and our Master said: “Be- 
ware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which 
is hypocrisy.” ‘This suggests the danger 
which every school runs when it places a non- 
Christian teacher in its faculty—that a leav- 
ening principle shall be introduced, which 
shall leaven down, rather than up. I would 
rather study geography or algebra or Latin 
on Sunday in the Sunday-school class under 
such a teacher than to study under him God’s 
Word and to try to understand by his assist- 
ance the way of salvation, a way which he 
had never trod, and I believe it would be 
more Christian-like to do so. The Bible is 
more than a written record, and for that 
reason it is more than any other book, more 
than a book, and it is a shame, a sin, to 
teach it as a mere record, which is the only 
thing a non-Christian teacher can do. I 
have never known such a teacher to do any- 
thing but bring his class to gr'ef and the 
school to shame. Without heart-preparation 
let no man essay to teach, nor let any man 
teach whose heart-preparation is: not evi- 
denced by his daily walk and conversation. 
Profession is necessary, but practice is its 
complement and it takes both to complete 
the circle of Christian duty. Not only is 
heart-preparation necessary in the properly- 
prepared teacher, but there must be abun- 
dant evidence of it in the daily life. 


Il, GENERAL PREPARATION 

And, further, we have started away from 
the old idea that any Christian man or wom- 
an is prepared to teach a Sunday-school class. 
I say “started away from it” designedly, be- 
cause some hold to the former view even yet. 
Piety, vital piety, true Godl_ness, righteous- 
ness in the daily life—these are fundamental 
requirements for the properly prepared teach- 
er, but they are not the only requirements. 
The teacher must have experienced the joy 
of salvation, but if he is to teach its way 
effectively to others, he shall have need of 
what I may describe as general preparation. 

First in this general preparation I would 
place a knowledge of the Bible—a thorough 
knowledge of it, a systematic grasp of it as 
a whole and in its parts. I do not mean by 
this that the teacher shall know the names 
of the books, their order in time and in rela- 
tion to each other, their number and author- 
ship. I mean this undoubtedly, but I mean 
far more than this. [ mean that he shall 
understand the contents of each book and 
how it advances the revelation of God’s will 
and, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
grasp its spiritual truths and make them 
vivid with life and vital with energy for the 
present generation of men. Unless the teach- 
er have this knowledge of the Bible, this in- 
sight into its teachings, he m'ght as well 
teach Emerson or Browning or Shakespeare 
on Sunday as the Bible, however earnestly he 
may endeavor. Some learned teachers, not 
having this essential grasp of the Scriptures 
and realizing the poverty of their pedagog- 
ical efforts, have pleaded for the enrichment 
of the curriculum by the substitution of so- 
ciology and philosophy and s‘milar sciences 
for the old Book. I believe in these sciences 
and welcome them, but they have no place 
in the Sunday-school class during the all-too- 
brief thirty minutes a week dedicated to the 
study of God’s Word, and those who really 
know the Bible will never tolerate such 
travesty on the real purpose of the Sunday- 
school. 

This brings me to the second element in 
this general preparation—-knowledge of the 
Sunday-school. The modern Sunday-school 
is a mammoth institution. It essays to pro- 
vide for the religious instruction and guid- 
ance of the human being from birth to grave. 
It is intended in the words of Holy Writ 
“for men, women, and children,” Deut. 31:12. 
T do not mean that every teacher is to be a 
specialist in the Cradle Roll, Home Depart- 
ment, organized class, teacher-training in all 
its branches, the beginners, primary, junior, 
intermediate, and senior departments—not 
that, but I do mean that he should know 
something of all these matters and have the 
expert’s freedom and fulness of understand- 
ing of that department in which he is pouring 
his spiritual energy. He will also need to 
know the purpose and the h'story of the 
Sunday-school, its rise among the ancient 
Hebrews, its decline in the dark ages, its 
resurrection under Robert Raikes, and its 
wonderful expansion in our own day. In 
order to get this knowledge he will need to 
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read a great deal, but also to attend the 
great Sunday-school conventions, denomina- 
tional and international, and to enter into 
the spirit and genius of this greatest of 
the earth’s movement, that he may bring it 
all to bear upon the class to which he is 
permitted to minister. 

And this suggests ingredient number three 
in the teacher’s general preparation—knowl- 
edge of his pupils, for how can a teacher 
render the maximum of service unless he 
knows the nature and needs of the persons 
to whom the service is to be rendered. I 
mean that the teacher should know the laws 
of mental development in a general way and 
how to present truth in accordance with those 
laws to the particular stage of mental de- 
velopment of his class. This might be called 
the psychology of teaching. I think all will 
grant that such knowledge is essential. The 
born teacher will recognize the principles 
without studying them, but all teachers will 
be benefited by such study, the born teacher 
most of all, because he will thus see his in- 
tuitive judgments are based on sound scien- 
tific bases and his confidence will be immeas- 
urably strengthened. He will be sure he is 
right and can then proceed with renewed 
resolution. But the knowledge of the pupil 
for which I plead is more than this, good as 
this is, and needful as it is. For many have 
this knowledge and have it in supreme degree 
and yet fail miserably in their ministration. 
I am pleading for that intimate, personal 
knowledge of his pupils, not as cases, but as 
individuals, individuals with immortal souls, 
but with mortal problems. The teacher who 
can so teach the mortal man as to influence 
his immortal soul, must know the problems 
and difficulties, the joys and successes, the 
sorrows and afflictions, the victories and 
strengths of each of his pupils. 

That was the manner of knowledge the 
Master had of His Twelve and that was why 
His teaching transformed cursing fishermen 
and grasping tax-collectors and bigoted Phar- 
isees into the apostles whose influence will 
never cease to mold the character of men for 
right living and for God. He knew His 
pupils in a manner far more essential than 
the psychologists know the laws of the mind 
and the principles of teaching. He knew 
what was in man and so was able to help 
man to the higher life. We teachers must 
have the same intimate knowledge of our 
pupils if we are to teach with power and w th 
authority. And what a privilege we enjoy 
in this respect! It is of heaven, not of earth, 
to exercise a power like that—a power that 
shall last forever, a power which only the 
teacher can exercise. 

Of course, there are other things the teach- 
er will need to know—biblical geography, 
biblical antiquities, private and public, the 
history of the Church universal, and of his 
own particular branch of it, with its distinc- 
tive principles and traditions, the methods of 
soul-winning, miss'ons, the principles and 


methods of Christian giving, and the like, _ 


and he will have them, provided he first has 
these three—-knowledge of the Bible, of the 
Bible-school, and of the Bible-school pupil— 
what we may be permitted to designate as 
the great trinity of Sunday-school teaching 
equipment. I say a man will get the other 
kinds of general preparation needful if he 
have the fundamental three and unless he 
have them, the others will be of no avail to- 
him. If a man knows his Bible, the Sunday- 
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school, and the pupil, he will put on his 
Sunday-school spectacles and make every ex- 
perience and privilege of life contribute to 
his growth in power as a teacher, for what 
does it mean to grow, except to “go right on 
working” in your chosen line? To such a 
man Sunday-school teaching will become a 
profession—-and that is the dignity it should 
have with all who engage in it—the noblest 
profession any man ever chose as his channel 
of blessing to his fellow men. 

I could have rendered unnecessary all this 
discuss on of the teacher’s general prepara- 
tion by recommending that a teacher-training 
course be taken, for the teacher-training 
course engages to give its pursuers just these 
very items of information and equipment. I 
hope that every school will have its teacher- 
training class or classes, pursuing to comple- 
tion the first Standard Course, or the 
Standard Advanced Course, the former 
yielding the certificate and the latter 
the diploma, the one a_ single-book 
course requiring one year for its completion, 
the other a two-book course requiring two 
years’ work. And then I hope each graduate 
of such classes will do specialization work 
along his particular line, for which wonder- 
fully helpful specialization courses have been 
generously and w.sely provided. 1 am very 
glad the International Teacher-training Com- 
mittee, in its Philadelphia session recently, 
recommended that no diploma be given for 
the First Standard Course, and that work 
done in such courses be given full credit 
toward the completion of the Standard Ad- 
vanced Course and that they rat fied it in 
their September session meeting in Cincin- 
nati. The final result of this recommenda- 
tion will be the disappearance of the First 
Standard books, and the awarding of cer- 
tificates on the completion of one-half of the 
Standard Advanced Course and of diplomas 
for its total completion. 


Ill. SPECIFIC PREPARATION 

But each particular lesson must be pre- 
pared—thoroughly, systematically, sympa- 
thet.cally, prayerfully. No degree of heart- 
preparation, no amount of general prepara- 
tion, can ever make this third sort of prep- 
aration, specific preparation, unnecessary. 
Just as the physician or lawyer or engineer 
or merchant or farmer who fails to study 
and prepare for each particular problem soon 
becomes a back-number and a fossil and use- 
less, so will the Sunday-school teacher who 
relies on his piety or his previously acquired 
knowledge to bring him through with success 
in his teaching. We teach others not out 
of what we have learned, but’ out of what we 
are learning. What we have already learned 
sharpens our sense of what we need now 
to give attention to and enables us to learn 
it easier, but our teacher-training course, 
however thorough, can never fit us to teach 
next Sunday’s lesson. There must be specific 
preparation or there will be stagnation and 
soon a professional death or the need of 
one, else the interest of the kingdom will 
suffer. 

I have already referred to the Sunday- 
school spectacles which all good teachers in- 
cessantly wear. They will be found wonder- 
fully helpful in the work of specific prepara- 
tion. The wise use of them will enable the 
teacher to make the truths of the gospel 
pulsate with newness of life by giving them 
a present setting and a practical application. 
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Somehow, the point of contact between the 
Bible record and modern life must be made 
plain and unmistakable, else interest will 
lag and the class atrophy. The psychologists 
call the process by which this splendid 
seasoning of our Sunday-school teaching is 
effected, teaching by apperception. The old- 
time teachers called it using illustrations. 
Christ’s disciples said it was best accom- 
plished by the employment of parables. [ 
suggest that skill and success in its employ- 
ment can be had by wearing Sunday-school 
spectacles—that is to say, by seeing in every 
experience of life material for the illustration 
of the Sunday-school lessons set for our 
study. Therefore, my fellow teachers, if you 
haven’t a pair of such spectacles, you should 
at once get them, and you need not be 
ashamed to wear them. Their other name 
is devotion and consecration to the Lord’s 
work, an anxiety to see in everything and in 
everybody a constant, l:ving commentary on 
the Holy Scriptures that thereby those Scrip- 
tures may lead those who study them under 
our direction to the feet of Jesus. 


In addition to such spectacles each teacher 
will need the best teacher’s Bible he can 
afford, and really he can afford none but the 
best in view of the stewardship of the gospel 
that has been entrusted to him, all the lesson 
helps of the quarterly type he can get, two or 
three of such commentaries as Peloubet’s, or 
Tarbell’s, or Arnold’s, or Torrey’s; a Bible dic- 
tionary, a complete concordance and commen- 
tary on the Scriptures, and a growing library 
of books along the special line of teaching in 
which he is engaged. He will make copious 
use of this laboratory—a designation far 
superior to library, because, a library be- 
comes a laboratory when it is properly used. 
which thing he will most assiduously engage 
in. The prepared teacher will plan his lesson 
as the skilful general plans his campaign. 
He will fill himself full as the engineer does 
the standpipe, not that all he knows may 
run out, but that what does come out may 
come with tremendous force. I am trying 
to say that the teacher will prepare far more 
than he can teach, but that‘all he learns, 
whether he teaches it or not, will give him 
power, authority, good success. And he will 
do it early. He will come to the class to-day 
prepared to teach next Sunday’s lesson. 
Why? That he may be able to make intelli- 
gent assignments for home study, the only 
method by which the failure of his pupils 
to study their lessons can be remedied. Such 
preparation, seasoned with prayer and con- 
trolled by common sense and sweetened by 
consecration and sanctified by righteous living, 
will yield the best results, provided the teach- 
er also has the vital preparation of which 
I shall now speak—the preparation of vision. 


IV. PREPARATION OF VISION 


These are dark days for the Sunday-school 
teacher. There are dark periods for him. He 
will get discouraged. The pupils will be 
hard to control. The boys will be noisy and 
rude and disrespectful. The girls will be 
giddy, and flippant, and inattentive. Then 
he will need vision. Then he will need to be 
able to lift the veil and with the eye of 
the prophet catch luminous glimpses of the 
fruition days in Canaan which shall be the 
outgrowth of his present days of bondage in 
Egypt. Happy the man who has this faculty, 
who has this vision, who can see the men 
and women of the future in the boys and 


girls that annoy him and rend his heart in 
pieces when he offers them the pearls of his 
soul’s agonzed distillation! Happy he who 
Sees not the carbon, but the diamond in 
the rough, and who can employ the emory 
wheel of divine patience in polishing it inte 
the jewel that shall stud his diadem in the 
New Jerusalem, and enshrine his memory 
forever in grateful hearts on earth! Happy 
the teacher—and he is many, God multiply 
his kind—who can see in giddy, giggling, gar- 
rulous Fan the future Frances E. Willard, 
leading a nation of liberty-loving men to the 
new, sweet freedom from the bondage of 
strong drink, and who can behold in long, 
lean, lank, loud, long-haired, noisy Tom the 
future author of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence and a man whom all nations delight 
to honor. Vision—vision—we need it. And 
vision added to our other preparations 
will prepare us not only to serve well here, 
but to inherit well in the city of God! For 
they that be wise, that be teachers, that be 
wise teachers shall shine as the brightness 
of the firmament; and they that turn many 
to righteousness, which wise teachers will 
most assuredly do, shall shine as the stars 
forever and ever. 
2 8 
SPIRITUAL OFFENSES 

When our Savior was here upon earth He 
made this remark: “It must needs be that 
offense comes; but woe unto that mar 
through whom the offense cometh. It were 
better for him that a millstone were hanged 
about his neck and he be cast into the sea 
than to offend one of these, my little ones.” 
How often we see the truth of that remark 
in this day and age of the world. The devil 
goes about as a roaring lion, seeking whom 
he may devour. We often see young con- 
verts, spiritually converted, enter into the 
straight and narrow way, fully determined, 
by the grace of God, to make heaven their 
home, but Satan comes along and poisons the 
human affections of brothers or sisters. We 
are sorry to say that through falsehood and 
malice, owing to youth and inexperience of 
the young convert, the devil accomplishes his 
part of the destruction of a Christian life. 
In such cases the experienced brother or 
sister should put in his appearance and 
with kind words and brotherly love, bombard 
Satan’s citadel. Of course Satan is wily, 
but he failed to accomplish his ends just af- 
ter the baptism in Jordan of our Savior. 
Satan was determined to frustrate the plan 
of Jehovah, using all his wiles and bland- 
ishments that he was able to hurl against 
the Lord’s anointed. If our Redeemer had 
obeyed Satan in one jot or tittle, Satan knew 
that God’s plan of salvation would not be 
effective. 

Then as followers in His footsteps, let us 
live soberly, righteously, and godly in this 
present evil world; that we may have our 
fruits unto holiness and in the end eternal 
life. It behooves every soldier of Christ to 
take his place upon the picket line, keep his 
lamp trimmed and burning, with plenty of 
spiritual oil. L. B. Jessup. 

2 8 


If the heart is to retain youthfulness, it 
is imperative that we drink anew at intel- 
lectual founts. We must cherish quick curt- 
osity, sincere admiration, fresh wonder, rev- 
erence, and delight, or the spirit will wrinkle 
faster than the face —W. L. Watkinson. 
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THE PREACHER AS A MESSENGER 





By REV. JOHN A. STOVER, A. M., Danville, Tl. 


Many have expressed themselves relative 
to the mission of the preacher. Leading mag- 
azines have given space to this theme. Some 
of these articles give evidence of careful in- 
vestigation, while others, judging by the 
views presented, must have been inspired by 
the discussions of an anarchist club or some 
other feather-brained group of wild-eyed 
agitators. 

In Ian Maclaren’s masterpiece, The Bonnie 
Briar Bush, the story is told of a self-sacri- 
ficing family physician. This physician of 
the Old School, as he is affectionately called, 
is evidently filled with the spirit of the Great 
Physician, and continually goes about doing 
good. As we read the story we fall in love 
with him and wish that more doctors of this 
type could be found to-day. We would be 
willing to stand some of their antiquated no- 
tions, feeling that in their splendid humanity 
would be found a healing force far superior 
to that of any drug. 

Wouldn't it have been fine if Ian Maclaren 
had done for the preacher what he has done 
for the physician. In all literature I can 
call to mind no perfect picture of the ideal 
preacher, other than that of the divine man. 
I feel that our men of letters have here an 
unoccupied field. 

Several have made attempts in this direc- 
tion, For example, Goldsmith, in The De- 
serted Village, portrays beautifully the vil- 
lage preacher of England a century ago, be- 
fore the advent of the modern factory. But 
his description is very fictitious and is not 
true to the life of to-day. In Les Miserables 
is another attempt, in the story of the good 
bishop. But after reading this, one feels that 
there is too little of the spirit of humanity 
in it. What we want is a flesh and blood 
preacher and yet one who realizes the divin- 
ity of his mission. 

In this article I would not have my reader 
understand that I am attempting to be the 
needed Ian Maclaren. I am simply trying 
to make clear to my own mind the beauty of 
the vision which lures me on as a preacher. 
In other words, I am writing chiefly for my 
own profit. The naturalist will tell you that 
the bird sings largely for the joy of singing. 
That there is a hidden listener near by is 
purely incidental. 

We shall consider in this article, the 
preacher as a man with a message. He is in 
the employ of a King, and is under compul- 
sion. His message is one that he is under 
bonds to speak, whether men are willing to 
hear it or not. It is his task to compel a 
hearing. 

Many times in the delivery of his message 
he will be required to overcome indifference 
and possibly strenuous opposition. Yet he 
must give his message. When Christ went 
back to His home village the people appar- 
ently were very desirous of hearing Him. 
The narrative says that they wondered at 
the gracious words proceeding out of His 
mouth, but this wonder and admiration was 
changed to anger when He, one of their own 
sons, attempted to make the needed appli- 
cation of the Scriptures to their lives. In a 
moment, almost, their admiration was 


changed into a desire for His death. (Luke 
4: 16-32) 

The message which the true preacher gives 
to the world is not his own. Like Christ, he 
has been emptied, in order that he may be 
the mouthpiece of God. Worldly ambition, 
self-seeking, and pride cannot dwell in the 
heart of him who is filled with a desire to 
speak for God. 

In the talk which Christ gave at Nazareth 
the main features of His mission are out- 
lined. First, He said His message was for 
the poor. In it was something which would 
lift them out of their poverty. I cannot think 
that Christ had in mind the matter of dollars 
and cents, for some who have small bank ac- 
counts are nevertheless extremely rich, their 
minds are resourceful and their spiritual 
aspirations are keen. They live in a world 
of the spirit. Their skyline is far-reaching. 

Again the message is one for the broken- 
hearted. When the young theological fledg- 
ling comes from the seminary he is thorough- 
ly saturated with the discussions prevalent 
in the schools. He is versed in all current 
philosophical speculations. He is a _ book 
man, But as he grows older in the work of 
the ministry the book man disappears, and 
the feeder of the people comes in his stead. 
The people, generally speaking are not per- 
plexed with current speculations unless the 
preacher first perplex them. Their problems 
are the every-day problems of living. Rents 
must be paid, sick children must be cared for, 
and scanty salaries must be made to do 
double duty! To bring relief to those under 
such burden, is the ministry of compassion 
which Christ emphasized. 

In the message is also power to free sin’s 
captives and to remove the scales from blind 
eyes. The world as a whole little realizes 
the fuller liberty which is the privilege of 
those who have been freed ‘by Christ. The 
bird which has always known the confine- 
ment of a cage, can scarcely dream of the 
freedom of the field and forest. Men of to- 
day, twenty centuries after the coming of 
the young Carpenter of Nazareth are only 
beginning to realize the larger life awaiting 
them. Under the influence of the gospel’s 
saving truth, our souls should content them- 
selves, and should confidently look forward 
to the final overthrow of all evil. 

The manner of the call to the ministry is 
also indicative that the truth presented 
should have a hearing. This will be especial- 
ly noticeable in the lives of the prophets. 
Notice the following: 

Take Amos as an example. He is a herds- 
man of Tekoa, broods solitary, as he tends 
his sheep in the thin pastures of his native 
hillsides, In touch with the wholesome in- 
fluence of nature, he meditates upon the 
eternal themes until he knows reality. Thus 
engaged, rumors of the evil doings of the 
cities are wafted to him. He learns that the 
strong are rending the weak, and that the 
wicked seem to thrive. His pure soul revolts 
at this overturning of the divine plan, and 
like a lion coming down from the mountain 
among the sheep he goes among these city 
dwellers with these words, “The Lord shall 
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roar from Zion, and utter his voice from 
Jerusalem.” 

Isaiah, on the other hand, was a city man, 
the companion of kings and princes. He had 
been giving to the work of prophecy an indif- 
ferent service, until in the death of his king 
the deeper springs of his being were stirred. 
Finally a vision of the Lord in all His glory 
is given to him. His lips are touched with a 
live coal from off the altar and Isaiah be- 
comes afterward a changed man. 

The call of Jeremiah is still different. With 
him there was apparently a gradual draw- 
ing toward spiritual things. At last this life- 
long tendency became an open fact. In chem- 
istry some solutions remain in a nebulous 
state, until certain conditions are fulfilled 
and then crystallization suddenly takes place. 
This is the Jeremiah type of call to the min- 
istry. 

Every man who is really called to preach 
the gospel will have the consciousness in his 
soul that he is engaged in God’s work as dis- 
tinct as the ringing of a cathedral bell, All 
men may not be called in the same way. We 
are not all Isaiahs or Jeremiahs. 

What preacher has not felt the woe is 
me if I preach not the gospel that Paul men- 
tions? He may feel many times that the 
work is becoming irksome, yet to quit it and 
be satisfied he is unable. 

It would surely be a very abnormal world 
where men were put under constraint such as 
this and there were no authority back of 
them. Would God hold a woe of this kind 
and not be with him in his labors? Surely 
He could not be so unkind. 

Thus we return to our subject. The preach- 
er is a man with a message—a message which 
should be presented without fear of conse- 
quences. It is for him to deliver this mes- 
sage. God alone can give the increase. 


2 3 
THE PASSING YEAR 
BY WM. CUNNINGHAM 


We see a sh'p as it sails away, 
Away toward a foreign strand; 

It's gone on its journey forever and aye, 
Its pilot—an unseen Hand. 


This ship has passed the port of man, 
On its voyage across life’s sea; 
Its cargo was gathered from heart and 
hand— 
Some was furnished by you and me. 


This ship will land in the harbor of God, 
At the dawn of the judgment day; 

To deliver its cargo, good or bad, 
That was gathered from life’s highway. 


The name of this ship—‘The Passing Year ;” 
Its cargo, the works of men. 

The books wll,be opened for one and all, 
And all shall have justice then. 


Alexandria, Ind. 
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Desire only the will of God. Seek Him 
alone, and you will find peace; you shall en- 
joy it in spite of the world. What is it that 
troubles you? Poverty, neglect, want of suc- 
cess, eternal or internal troubles? Look upon 
everything as in the hands of God and as real 
blessings that He bestows upon His children, 
of which you receive your portion. Then the 
world may turn its face from you, but noth- 
ing will deprive you of peace.—Fenelon. 


“Between the great things we cannot do, 
and the small things we will not do, the dan- 
ger is that we shall do nothing.” 
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STONES 








By MISS EMILY J. BRYANT 


In his wonderful vision of the New Jeru- 
salem on Patmos—an island itself bathed 
with amethystine beauty, whose loneliness 
produces reverence while it charms the trav- 
eler as he passes it, John saw glowing with 
brilliant colors the foundation-stones of the 
walls of the heavenly city, This glowing 
vision came to us once in a never-to-be-for- 
gotten dream. This visiou surpassed the 
power of even John’s raptured soul to por- 
tray except by symbols and any conception 
of it we may be able to formulate must ever 
fall far short of it as John saw it. Even 
my own dream of it as God gave me to see 
was far more glorious than any word-picture. 
There the vision came to John of walls like 
unto the brilliancy of “jasper, first; then 
sapphire, chalcedony, emerald, sardonyx, 
sardius, chrysolite, beryl, topaz, chrysprase, 
jacinth, and amethyst”—twelve varieties of 
stones, blazing with beauty and color, blend- 
ing in one harmon'ous, glowing, dazzling 
wall of light and splendor. The vision was 
an inspiration to the apostle and has been to 
Christians through the succeeding centuries. 

Simon Peter, in his second epistle to “those 
that have obtained like precious faith with 
us in the righteousness of our God and Savior 
Jesus Christ,” mentions some other founda- 
tion-stones of signal value and beauty in life, 
all blending in unison to make the perfect 
Christian character, glowing with sublime 
purpose and power, for character, as well as 
bu'ldings and governments, must have safe 
and strong foundations. 

Peter mentions diligence first, as if he said, 
“Awake to persistent and assiduous action 
in pursuing the end you have in view. Con- 
centrate your attention on your work and 
labor energetically to accomplish it. Arouse 
yourself to the importance of life and win 
its great possibilities, “The world belongs to 
the energetic man.” Then to an aroused and 
diligent spirit he advises us to add faith— 
a belief in the divine Being who created us, 
to whom we owe allegiance, loyalty; a belief 
in Christ, who bore our sins and carried our 
iniquit'es, by whose stripes we are healed— 
a faith in Him as Redeemer, Savior, and 
King; a faith which shall enable us to hold 
fast to Him, though all else fail and our 
sorrow and pain overwhelm us, a faith that 
sees beyond sadness and disappointment, 
that shall triumph at last over all earth’s 
storms and shipwrecks, over its golden delu- 
sions and fascinat'ng dreams; a saving faith 
in the divine Christ—this is the chief and 
highest attainment of man. 


Then Simon Peter cautions us as to the 
value of knowledge. Knowledge is one of 
the essential foundation-stones in the struc- 
ture of character. Intelligent information is 
indispensable in the day’s work. We must 
be cognizant of value. even in laying our 
foundation-stones. All the erudition, dis- 
cernment, and judgment we may be able to 
acquire are not only needed for the develop- 
ment and discipline of our mental, moral, and 
spiritual powers for higher and wider effi- 
ciency in this life, but to enable us to enter 
heaven with enlarged capacit'es for future 
enjoyment and future service. By all means 
add knowledge to the foundation-stones of 


character and continue it so long as life shall 
last. Exercise intelligent perception under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, that it may 
be of the right kind. Life’s value is too 
great to spend in sentimentality and selfish- 
ness. 

The next foundation-stone suggested by 
Peter is temperance, which in the margin 
reads self-control, and its importance cannot 
be overestimated. A high-bred horse on the 
road must have a driver who can control 
him. Without control his splendid power 
would be of no avail. The steam engine 
running at sixty miles an hour must be con- 
trolled by a skilled engineer or harm will re- 
sult. So man, endued with splendid possi- 
bilities and powers, tastes and propensities, 
must possess fine self-control to reach his 
perfect development. The power to direct 
and control his talents, strength, and activity 
is also implanted in his own nature by his 
divine Creator. It demands cultivation and 
exercise to produce perfect, well-rounded, no- 
ble manhood. Self-control is the force which 
co-ordinates all the other qualities and har- 
nesses them for magnificent action. 

Patience is another foundation-stone. The 
preceding stones have stirred us with the 
great possibilities of life and now we must 
learn submission and fortitude. Would we 
reach the highest development of manhood 
and womanhood we must learn to move with 
that calm and ready acceptance of the divine 
will that brings peace and contentment even 
in suffering. Without this stone no character 
could be complete. Patience, like the beau- 
tiful amethyst, throws a charm over its as- 
sociate virtues. Unrepining perseverance 
will win great victories and beautify the 
greatest lives. 

Peter, untaught by the Holy Spirit, could 
not have given us such a beautiful delinea- 
tion of character, He tells us that godliness 
is a requirement of a noble life. Without it 
there is no perfect character for either man 
or woman. A life of godliness is the life 
for which we were created. To be godlike 
is the divine requirement and from it any de- 
parture is revolt. Godliness is more than 
faith—that believes and trusts—but godli- 
ness is the outward expression of that faith 
in the heart which brings the life into har- 
mony with God. One is passive, the other 
active; a godly life is one whose outward 
life is shaped and governed by faith in God. 
It is the fruitage of that tree whose root is 
in the heart and is nourished by the dews 
of heaven. Faith is a personal possession 
of the inner being and gives a wealth of 
pleasure to the owner. Godliness is the fruit- 
age of this heart-treasure finding its expres- 
sion in words and deeds for the enrichment 
and uplifting of friends, neighbors, and hu- 
manity. By it the world is uplifted and 
made better. Godliness in life is conform- 
ity to the spirit and will of our Maker. 


As the climax and final stone to cap the 
superstructure of character, Peter commends 
love. Paul says, “Love worketh no ill to his 
neighbour.” Love is the fulfilliment of the 
law. Drummond said, “Love is the greatest 
thing on earth.” “God is love’—surely noth- 
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ing can be greater. His spirit rules the 
world and sweeps around every life. If we 
have this spirit in our hearts, we shall love 
and seek the good of others for whom Christ 
died. No difference of opinions concerning 
non-essentials, no unchristian word or deed 
shall destroy or preclude that oneness of 
heart and life for which Christ prayed—‘“that 
they may all be one, even as we are one. I 
in them and thou in me, that they may be 
perfected in one.” This beautiful prayer 
uttered by our Savior is for us, and naught 
should preclude its fulfillment. This was 
the high conception of Christ for His Church 
and left in record for our instruction. Our 
love for Christ must be a resultant of a faith 
which binds us to Him in perfect loyalty— 
the ultimate attainment of greatness in this 
life. 

The character built on such foundations 
shall glorify our Maker here; shall rejoice 
when the summons comes to go hence, and 
shall find opportunity for further growth 
and service as well as praise there. 


oo 4 
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MY LITTLE DOWER 
BY ALICE MATHEWS 


I shall not take one gift I hold to-day 

And whisper to my heart to hide it quite 
away, 

I may not even hoard my happiest thought— 

For know I not too well how often I have 
sought 

In times agone, to plan and hold and keep— 

And O! the harvest that a selfish heart doth 
reap. 


I shall not say one little hour is mine— 
Nay, even for the past I’ll not repine— 
I will be happy, gladsome, gay, 
Old weakness and mistrust I threw away 
In times agone, when thirsty my soul grew 
I sought and found the living well, a halyon 
view. 
I shall not preach or moan, or weep, for you 
For devious ways, earth’s many feet, must all 
pass through, 
But I can sing my happy chant a while— 
And grasp your hands, my comrades true, 
and smile; 
In times agone I wanted money, power— 
But Ah, to-day I only want God’s gift, my 
little dower. 
23 8 
THE TRINITY DEFINED 


Dr. James A. Francis, of Boston, in an 
address at Chautauqua on “The Power of 
the Holy Spirit,” said: “The Trinity is the 
despair of the intellectual man, but I have 
found a formula that may be of help. 

“All there is of God is in the Father. 
All that we see of God is in the Son (God 
revealed and objectively), and all that we 
feel of God is in the Holy Spirit (God in act 
of revealing His work in man).” 

Myron TYLER. 
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Boys, flying kites, haul in their white-winged 


birds, 

But you cannot do that when you're flying 
words; 

Words, carelessly spoken, we wish might fall 
back dead 

But God Himself can’t kill them when they 
are said. —Carleton. 


2 8 
Character is like bells which ring out sweet 
music, and which, when touched accidentally 
even, resound with sweet music.—Phillips 
Brooks. 
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By REV. J. F. BURNETT, D. D., Dayton, Ohio 


On Sunday, November 29, the First Chris- 
tian church of Lebanon, Indiana, had a hap- 
py, cheery service full of feeling, fellowship, 
and fruitfulness. It was the occasion of re- 
opening and rededicating their remodeled and 
beautified meeting-house. 

The program of the day provided for three 
services, besides the Sunday-school and Chris- 
tian Endeavor. In addition to the service 
rendered hy the pastor, and the writer, the 
church enjoyed the presence and service of 
Rey. Clarence Defur, D. D., of Frankfort, 
Indiana; Rev. F, M. Click, of Indianapolis; 
Rev. Roy Lucas, of Lebanon, Indiana, and 
Rev. E. A. DeVore, D. D., of Indianapolis. 
Doctor DeVore had supplied the church for 
a few months some while back and his old 
friends were glad to see him. He taught 
the Men's Bible Class in the Sunday-school, 
conducted the dedicatorial service, addressed 
the Christian Endeavor meeting, and gave 
a short address as a part of the evening 
service, 

There was a steady downpour of rain dur- 
ing the day, but it did not prevent the people 
from attending the service; nor did it damp- 
en their enthusiasm, or interfere with their 
spiritual and social fellowship. The audi- 
ences were quite large at both the forenoon 
and afternoon services, and filled the house 
in the evening. 

The cost of the repairs was close to $1,500, 
of which amount a little above $500 was to 
be raised that day. The amount needed was 
easily and quickly secured as the people 
found joy in giving. One of the liberal givers 
was “Aunty” Youngs, whose likeness is a part 
of the adornment of this page. 

“Aunty” Youngs was one of the charter 
members of the church and one of its active 
members yet, and attends service whenever 
her health will permit. She has always been 
very generous in her giving, and is still one 
of the church’s stays in a financial way. 

At the first dedication, which occurred 





Rev. Arthur W. Cash 


May 31, 1896, which was conducted by Dr. 
MecWhinney, and the pastor, C. A. Brown. 
“Aunty” Youngs gave $200, also the pul- 
pit and communion sets. 

In October, 1898, while Rev. F. P. Trotter 
‘was pastor, there was an indebtedness of 


$1,100, which Dr. Samuel secured at a single 
Service. At this time “Aunty” Youngs gave 
another $100 in her own name, and also $100 
in the name of her departed daughter, Mary 
Tsabel Bless. She also has remembered the 
church by deed to the Western Indiana Chris- 
tian Conference. Her property where she 


now resides, valued at about $4,000.00, will, 
at her death, become the property of the con- 





Mrs. Margaret (Aunty) Youngs 


ference, and will be used as a parsonage for 
the First Christian church, Lebanon, Indiana. 

She had, prior to the day of rededication, 
Sunday, November 29, given $50.00, and on 
rededication day she gave $100 more in the 
name of her departed first husband, George 
W. Bless. 

The church was organized in 1895 with 
thirty-two members, since which time there 
have been enrolled 381 names, 250 of which 
constitute the present membership. 

The first record of business is dated Sep- 
tember 10, 1895, when the members and 
friends of the Christian church in Lebanon 
met in the Baptist church of the city and dis- 
cussed and matured plans for the erection 
of a house of worship. 

Rev. C. A. Brown was one of the prime 
movers in the undertaking, and much of the 
success of the early years of the organization 
came from his ability and enthusiasm. 

The Building Committee consisted of A. 
D. Beck, C. O. Tribbetts, L. W. Fuller, Rev. 
C. A. Brown, and Daniel Abernathy. 


The committee met and organized by elect- 
ing C. O. Tribbetts chairman, Rev. C. A. 
Brown secretary, and A. D. Beck treasurer. 
The contract was let to Geo. W. Busby, and 
the building completed in May, 1896. 

The following-named officers were the orig- 
inal ones, some of whom are in office yet: 


Rey. C. A. Brown, Pastor. 

W. D. Rinehart, Clerk. 

A. D. Beck, Treasurer. 

Jacob Harlan and A. D. Beck, Deacons. 

Trustees, L. W. Fuller, O. H. P. Staton, 
Jacob Harlan. 

Official Board, Jesse Reagan, Margaret 
Youngs, Nancy Rader, and L. W. Fuller. 


The following-named pastors have served 
the church for the time indicated: 


Rev. C. A. Brown, served as pastor until 
August, 1898. 
Rev. F. P. Trotter, until October 30, 1899. 


Rev. D. A. Cook, from October 28, 1900, to 
March, 1901. 


Rey. E. A. DeVore, from May 23, 1901, to 
August 31, 1901. 

Rey. A. L. West, served as pastor from 
September 1, 1901, to September 1, 1902. 


Rev. C. A. Brown, from September 1, 1903, 
to September 1, 1906. 


Rev. J. A. Stover, from September 1, 1906, 
to 1908. 


Rev. C. M. Hagans, was extended a call 
September 1, 1909, but soon afterward passed 
to his reward. 

Rev. Albert’ Dunlap, took up the work of 
Brother Hagans and remained to September 
1, 1910. 

Rev. Henry Crampton, was called then and 
remained until September 1, 1912. 

A call was extended to the present pastor, 
Rev. A. W. Cash, at that time and he entered 
upon the pastorate, September 1, 1912. 


The people remember most kindly all their 
pastors, but especially do they think of the 
sad event which took from them Pastor 
Hagans. He had won a place in their hearts 
that has remained empty since he went away. 
They inquired about Mrs, Hagans, and ex- 
pressed a very deep sympathy and love for 
her and a fervent desire for her health and 
happiness. 

Brother Cash is doing a splendid work at 
Lebanon and the church seems on a footing 
never before enjoyed. 

The music for the day was of a very high 
character and several special numbers were 
rendered in a very impressive and delight- 
some way. 

One of the really big items on the program 
was the community spreads served in the 
new dining rooms of the building at the noon 
hour and at eventide. If there was any- 
thing eatable not on the table it was not 
known to the writer. 

From farm, garden, orchard, grocery, meat 
market, and fruit stands the richest and the 
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rarest had been selected and prepared in the 
most appetizing way, and when all had eaten 
and were satisfied there was plenty for as 
many more. 

The offering to The American Christian 
Convention was $26.00. 
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The Financial Side of Tithing 


By Thomas Kane 


Somebody once said, “Save me from my 
friends; I will take care of my enemies.” 
The real friends of tithing may often well 
echo the cry. In many respects the most 
dangerous enemies to the understanding and 
progress of tithing are its professed friends. 
This is especially true where the advocacy 
of tithing takes the form of plain perversion 
of Scripture teaching. 

Take for example the constantly-quoted 
passage from Matthew 23:23-——‘Woe unto 
you Scribes, Pharisees, hypocrites, for ye pay 
tithe of mint and anise and cummin and 
have omitted the weightier matters of the 
law, judgment, mercy, and faith; these ought 
ye to have done and not to leave the other 
undone; ye blind guides wh‘ch strain at a 
gnat and swallow a camel.” 

In the New Testament in Modern Speech, 
by Weymouth, th's passage is translated as 
follows: “Alas for you Scribes and Phari- 
sees, hypocrites, for you pay the tithe on 
mint, dill, and cummin, ignoring the more 
lected the weightier matters of the law, just 
jndgment, mercy, and faithful dealing 
These things you ought to have done. and 
yet you ought not to have left the other 
undone. You blind guides strain'ng at the 
guat while you gulp down the camel.” 

The Complete Bible in Modern English, by 
Ferrer Fenton. gives the following transla- 
tion: “Woe unto you canting professors 
and Pharisees because you pay tithes on 
mint, dill, and cummin, ignoring the more 
important statutes of the law, humanity, sym- 
pathy, faith: these you ought to have ob- 
served and not to have cast the others aside. 
LJind guides who strain at a gnat and gulp 
down a camel.” 

Among the scores, probably hundreds, of 
tracts, pamphlets, and books on tithing I 
have read in which this passage has been 
quoted, in all except one or two the plain and 
evident teaching of the Savior has been per- 
verted. ‘The affirmative stress has been laid 
upon the two words ought and tithe, which 
are always connected. Christ intended and 
did place the stress upon the “weightier mat- 
ters” of the law, “judgment, mercy, and 
faith.” He compared their solicitude about 
tithing the most insignificant garden vege- 
tables and seeds, while neglecting the in- 
finitely more important matters of just judg- 
ment, mercy, and faithful dealing to “strain- 
ing at a gnat and gulping down a camel.” 

Everybody with the slightest knowledge 
of grammar knows that these is the plural 
of this, just as those is the plural of that. 
Of this the Century Dictionary says: “With 
things that have just been expressed, this 
refers to the thing last mentioned (and there- 
fore nearest in time to the speaker) and 
that refers to the th'ng first mentioned (as 
being more remote).” 

In the expression, “these things ought ye 
to have done,” Jesus referred to “judgment, 
mercy, and faith.” and not to tithing. To 
apply the ought to tithing would make the 
wisest Teacher the world has ever known 
teach that tithing is of the first importance, 
giving judgment, mercy, and faith second 
place. 

In all the recorded sayings and teachings 
of Christ He always dealt with principles. 


He never descended into details. Evidently 
He meant in ths passage that they should 
practice “just judgment, mercy, and faithful 
deal.ng” and at the same time not neglect 
tithing or, as He expressed it, “not leave the 
other undone.” 

The reasons for and the full force of the 
Savior’s teaching in this passage cannot be 
explained or understood without a knowledge 
of the pitiful littleness into which the Phar- 
isees, the rel gious leaders of that day, had 
brought the observance of the law of the 
tithe. With them the letter, rather than the 
sprit, was all important. In precisely the 
same manner they had treated God’s other 
beneficent law of the Sabbath, of wh‘ch 
Christ said, “The Sabbath was made for 
man and not man for the Sabbath.” 

Many advocates of tithing make much of 
what was required of the Jews as compared 
with us modern Christians. They figure it 
out with more or less accuracy that the laws 
of Moses required of every Jew-that he con- 
tribute in tithes from twenty-three to over 
thirty per cent. of his income, or, “increase” 
as the Bible has it, every year. As to the 
first tithe, God’s tithe, the tithe that Abel, 
Abraham, and Jacob paid all are agreed. Let 
us see if there was any hardship in the 


Second Tithe 

When you have finished reading this arti- 
cle, please turn to Deuteronomy 14: 22-27 and 
read there the institution of the Second 
Tithe. As a commentary and because it 
makes it plainer, I give the same verses as 
they are translated in “The Complete Bible 
in Modern English.” 

“You shall tithe the whole of the produce 
of your grain as it comes from the field year 
by year, and you shall eat of it before your 
Ever Living God in the place that he chooses 
to fix his name, both of your corn and wine 
and oil; and of the blessings of your herd 
and flock so that you may learn to reverence 
your Every Living God at all times. 

“But if the journey is too long for you to 
be able to carry it because the place which 
your Ever Living God has chosen to fix his 
name, is too far from where the Ever Living 
God has blessed you, then you shall convert 
it into money and take the money in your 
hand and go to the place where your Ever 
Living God has chosen for himself and ex- 
pend that money in all that your life re- 
quires; in oxen and sheep and fruit, and 
flesh and in all that your life demands, and 
eat these before your Ever Living God and 
enjoy yourself with your family.” 

Is there anything here that sounds like 
“hardship?” Was any penny of the second 
tithe spent for any other purpose than for 
the enjoyment of those who put it aside and 
saved it for these annual feasts? The Jews 
had, not one only, but three annual feasts at 
Jerusalem, three seven-day religious and 
patriotic holiday seasons every year. With 
the second tithe they provided the money to 
pay for them, but each man paid for his own 
and his family’s good time with his own mon- 
ey. We have but one such season, the Christ- 
mas holidays, unless we count our chautau- 
quas, religious conventions, camp meetings, 
ete. Do we regard the money we lay aside 
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during the year to spend during the Christ- 
mas holidays, or for the other objects mention-' 
ed as a “hardship?” The thought is absurd, 
but it is not a whit more absurd than to say 
it or think it of the Second Tithe for the Jews. 

Then there was that third tithe, recorded 
in the next three verses for the benefit of 
the poor, and which they paid every third 
year. Computed annually, it would be one- 
third of one-tenth, or three and one-third 
cents of every dollar of income, per annum. 
I doubt if there is any up-standing, self-re- 
specting man or woman, young or old, among 
the readers of this paper who does not con- 
tribute at least that amount every year in 
helping the poor. (By the “poor” is meant 
not the abjectly poor alone. “Poor” in the 
proper sense means any oue who is in need 
and to whom we give without expectation or 
desire for return or reward). If there are 
any such they ought to be ashamed of them- 
selves. 

2 3 
HOW A YUKON INDIAN REWARDED 
TRYST 


More than three and twenty years ago a 
miner came on a camp of Indians on the 
banks of the Yukon. A young Indian girl 
drew near and asked him what made him 
sad. He told her, for her sympathy touched 
him deeply. The “miner’s despair” was up- 
on him, for he was left alone by the Yukon. 

All his companions had gone one by one, 
gone without the gold they came to find. As 
she listened sympathy became blended with 
a deeper sentiment. 

When he had finished his narrative she 
said simply, “Meet me at the bend of the 
river to-morrow and I will tell you things to 
make you glad.” 

The tryst was duly kept, and she paddled 
him up the river, making love to him on the 
way. After a while she said she would show 
him “where the sands were gold,” and this 
should be her marriage gift to him. 

So they were married, says the Liverpool 
Post, and she kept her word. One day she 
took him to see her wedding gift. It lay up 
the Yukon at Rabbit Creek. The young 
Indian girl is now a woman in the prime of 
life, the devoted and popular wife of the 
millionaire of the Klondyke, Mr. George C. 
Carmac. 

So those who meet Christ in the promises 
of His grace, find that He rewards them with 
the gold of His love, with the strength of 
His grace, with the cheer of His joy, with 
the calm of His peace, with the rest of His 
presence, and the power of the Spirit—F. E. 
M., in Alliance Weekly. 


2, o 
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SAVED! 
Saved by Thy blood, O Christ! 
Sin’s guilt and thraldom broke. 
Saved in Thy life, O Lord! 
Self dead in Calvary’s stroke. 
Saved to Thyself, my Lord, 
Companion true and real. 
Saved for Thy heart and work, 
Think Thou in me and feel. 
& * * 
Loved and loosed and lifted, 
Loved with everlasting love. 
Loosed by Christ’s atoning blood, 
Lifted in Himself above. 
Revelation 1: 5, 6. R. V. 
—PF. E. M., in Alliance Weekly. 
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By REV. ALBERT DUNLAP, D. D., St. Cloud, Florida 


The straight and direct answer to the ques- 
tion is, Yes. There can be no warrant, de- 
vout or critical, for putting the ban of dis- 
approval on this time-honored Christian serv- 
ice. The word “essential” means “necessary” 
and “important,” and relates to something to 
be permanently fixed. 

Experience has taught the Christian world 
that prayer holds a very high place in the 
ritual of a devout life. The pre-eminence 
and usefulness of this grace, is such, that it 
must forever remain an irrevocable privi- 
lege and duty. It must necessarily follow 
that so long as prayer holds its high place, 
and man remains a social being, that a meet- 
ing for prayer will be in order without seri- 
ous question. 

Three considerations will support our con- 
tention : 

First—Christian people need a meeting of 
this kind for their personal spiritual culture, 
and for their better equipment for the king- 
dom duties. 

Second—The public welfare is advanced 
under the influence of such meetings. 

Third—Scriptural precedent furnishes ex- 
ample and upholds the obligation. 

Prayer is liberty to commune with God. It 
is not an unnatural something to be drilled 
into us, but should rather be called natural, 
as it springs impulsively from the instinct 
God planted in the human soul. It is a re- 
sponse to the sense of dependence and obliga- 
tion begotten within us. When prayer is 
best realized a well-known hymn fitly ex- 
presses its status: 


“Prayer is the Christian's vital breath, 
The Christian’s native air; 

His watch-word at the gate of death, 
He enters heaven by prayer.” 


The Scriptures do not make an effort to 
specifically introduce prayer, nor to provide 
elaborate rules for its guidance in a single 
schedule chapter; nor do they attempt to 
formulate a catalog of reasous for prayer. 
But they do universally recognize it, and by 
progressive steps they direct its channels. 
The Old Testament is full of the prayer emo- 
tion, effort, and example; while the New 
Testament puts the subject in the range of 
greater light. We do not need to beg for 
authority to pray, nor to put in question the 
obligation. It is written in the record that 
Jesus spake a parable to this end, “That 
men ought always to pray, and not to faint.” 
Herein is both authority and obligation, for 
the words “ought” and “always” leave no 
place for doubt. Paul recognized the im- 
perative nature of the obligation, when by 
letter he told the church at Thessalonica to 
“pray without ceasing.” 

Two things are apparently made clear in 
the Old Testament in reference to prayer, 
namely, “to bow down” and “to supplicate.”’ 
The New Testament changes neither but 
broadens the scope of both. The prayer the 
Lord taught His disciples illustrates the 
point. The opening sentence, “Our Father 
which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,” 
in proper analysis may be called the adora- 
tion element of the prayer. It corresponds 
to the Old Testament idea of “bowing down.” 
With the slavish and servile fear eliminated, 


for the beautiful simplified address and 
praise betokens a child like relationship 
showing faith and dependence only. The 
first petition, “Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven,” reaches 
out in its scope to the very acme of spiritual 
desire, and upward in aspiration to the very 
summit above the selfish standpoint of life. 
If by the second petition “Give us this day 
our daily bread” is meant temporal supplies 
only, it is clear that it is secondary to the 
first petition. But if it means the supply of 
all needs as some good interpreters claim, 
it will include both spiritual and temporal 
good merged into a comprehensive whole. The 
remaining petition in the prayer that asks 
for forgiveness and protection from tempta- 
tion, concerns personal character building, 
and it voices the desire to be made right with 
God and man, This sublime trio of petitions 
is fundamental in all Christian prayer, the 
scope is as broad as the universe itself. If 
the good people would remember this the 
prayer-meeting would not lapse in interest, 
nor would its leaders become defunct in 
methods to conduct them, 

Is there scriptural precedent for the pray- 
er-meeting? Undoubtedly! Adam and Eve 
had a prayer-meeting when they hid them- 
selves in the garden, and invented the fig- 
leaf covering, for in the act they together 
acknowledged their responsibility to God. The 
altar of the patriarchal age was built for 
sacrifice and prayer. The tabernacle and 
temple later served the same purpose. The 
Jerusalem building was called “the house 
of prayer.” Jesus spake a parable, saying, 
“Two men went up into the temple to pray,” 
He thus pointed out a custom. Luke tells 
us that “Peter and John went up to the 
temple, it being the hour of prayer.” Pre- 
ceding the day of Pentecost the disciples 
were gathered in an upper room in Jeru- 
salem praying. We read also of a prayer- 
meeting in a jail, and one in another place 
for the prisoners. Paul found some people 
holding prayer-meeting down by the riverside. 
But more evidence is not needed for the 
scriptural precedent. 


We are not trying to commend everything 
that goes in the name of a prayer-meeting, 
but we are pleading for the one that assays 
the true grit and the merit of the pure gold. 
That wishy-washy thing gotten up by some 
modern pastors as an excuse for a prayer- 
meeting has no place in this rank. A meet- 
ing that caters to the love of light entertain- 
ment, a meeting for business, a meeting of 
uncertain and doubtful program, do not any 
of them have much if any relation to a 
genuine prayer-meeting. All make-shifts, 
subterfuges, and sensational programs are in 
another class, and not worthy of support. 

The modern mid-week meeting is scheduled 
especially for devotional service. Assuming 
that its spirit and purpose is right, why the 
meager attendance so much in evidence? 
Making all due allowance for the disabled 
in body, mind, and position, there is yet a 
lamentable slackness that cannot be guilt- 
less. This trouble is not peculiar to this 
age, for there must have been some derelicts 
in Christ’s day, or else He would not have 


told them that they should pray always and 
not to “faint.” 

The fainting microbe seems to be ‘still do- 
ing business, for there are many pale-faced 
prayer-meetings. Some have the prayer 
faint because they imagine that the prayer- 
meeting cause is too small for their caliber 
of mind. In that they are deceived, not 
knowing that the kingdom of God deals with 
the largest subjects in the universe. Others 
are afflicted with faint because some would- 
be critic has said it is no use to pray, for 
God’s laws are fixed and you cannot change 
them. That looks like a man of straw put 
out for weak people to stumble over. A 
little enlightenment would cure both the as- 
sailant and his victim, for true prayer makes 
no attempt to change any part of the estab- 
lished universe. But on the contrary, it 
thinks and acts in sublimest harmony with 
it. The underlying spirit is always, “Thy 
will be done.” 

Amusements figure also as a _ faint-pro- 
ducer. Many would-be religious people are 
afflicted with the craze to he tickled, a five- 
cent show gets them, and the prayer-meeting 
loses them. The plea of no time is equally 
productive in bad results. Men seem to for- 
get that it is written, “Thou shalt not live 
by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” The 
supreme grasp for worldly things produces 
an awful fainting stupor. “Who will deliver 
us from the body of this death?” 

Centuries of experience show that the 
prayer service tends to betterment. It is a 
means of culture for individual members, 
and a very good register of the spiritual life 
of the church, and it also exercises a good 
influence on the community. When a church 
prays and works in the spirit of its prayer, 
the people will take notice, and the way 
opens more readily for evangelization. <A 
cold, formal church cannot set the community 
afire with religious life. Additions to mem- 
bership may be ga‘ned from other than spir- 
itual reasons, but when so gained they will 
remain still on the worldly level. 

But now comes the question of efficiency. 
Are we plodders, or are we growers? If the 
first, then we will expect Deacon Faithful, 
and Hon. Everready, and Madam Efficiency 
to do all the praying and all the exhorting 
each and every time the prayer-meeting is 
set. Well, with that policy it will prove 
to be more than set, for it will die before 
there is any hatching. If we are growers, 
then will we make every effort possible to 
construct a ritual aiming to enlist all as 
workers in some way or other all along the 
line. In that case we will develop a force 
of fresh actors and will lend a new impulsive 
interest to the meetings, and the prayer- 
fainting subjects will be less in evidence. 

Among other needs for prayer-meeting effi- 
ciency may be mentioned a well-ventillated 
prayer-room for tonic of the body, a thing 
that should not be neglected. There should 
also be an effort made to maintain a good 
spiritual atmosphere, it being even more 
necessary than ozone for the body. Such a 
meet'ng, or, in fact, any religious meeting, 
is no place for the “grouch,” his influence is 
as a deadly poison. No matter as to his title, 
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the cut of the suit he wears, or his social 
rank, the room of the grouch will aiways be 
more salutary than his company. People 
addicted to the scolding habit should either 
get converted soon, or die quick for the good 
of the cause. 


“Un.ty” and “one accord” are the watch- 
words of the true prayer-meeting, as it was 
in the “upper room” devotions. Such is the 
Jerusalem Pentecost type, and it is a worthy 
rallying essential. Oneness always goes be- 
fore good religious results. Keep that spirit 
and devotions will not stagger, the world will 
be helped to believe as the Master promised, 
and gains uncounted are in store in this 
world, and in the world to come. 
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A MOTHER’S GOOD-BY TO HER BOY 


(And by her placed in her son’s Pible when 
he was leaving home.) 


BY MRS, H. M, SHUMAN-BARR 
You leave home for other employment, my 
boy— 
By the world you have yet to be tried; 
But in all the temptations and struggles you 
meet, 
May your heart in your Savior confide. 


Hold fast to the right, hold fast to the 
right—- 
Wherever your footsteps may roam; 
Strive to walk in the way of salvation, my 
boy, 
That you learned from your mother at 
home. 


I present yeu now this Bible, my boy,— 
*Tis the Book of all others the best; 
It will teach you to live, and help you to die; 

And lead to the Gates of the Blest. 


I gave you to God in your cradle, my boy— 
I have taught you the best that I know; 

And as long as His mercy permits me to live, 
I’ll never cease praying for you. 


And now, my dear boy, I bid you good-by— 
Oh, how lonely and sad I shall be; 
And when from the scenes of your childhood 
and youth, 
You surely will then think of me. 


I want you to feel every word I have said— 
For it comes from the depths of my love: 

And, my boy, if I never behold you on earth, 
Will you promise to meet me above? 


2 8 
REFUGE IN PRAYER 

As long as we realize our lost image, our 
state of moral bankruptcy, and from it seek 
abandonment from and pardon of sin, and 
reconciliation with God, there is no alter- 
nate but to carry it to God in prayer. ‘“De- 
light thyself in the Lord, and he shall give 
thee the desires of thine heart.” “The 
eternal God is thy refuge.” 

The means to, and the end of, this propo- 
sition cannot default, when scripturally com- 
plied with. Every Christian must have what 
one has called “a sanctuary life of the soul.” 

How loyal, constantly faithful, and wor- 
shipful an attendant upon its ordinances, so 
to speak, one is, is best known to himself, 
or herself, and God. The sanctuary life is 
very precious. One’s attainments in it may 
be very great, or very small. It may be of 
much profit, or little, as one will have if. 

The ambition to be mighty in some par- 
ticular line in this life is a natural ambition. 
We may well inquire whether it is our am- 
bition to be mighty in this “sanctuary life of 
the soul.” The mightier we are in this re 
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spect, the more efficacious converse we may 
hold with God, and the more fit abode we 
become for Him to abide in us as temples 
of the Holy Ghost. 

Let us listen to what some mighty men 
have said on this subject, and made it their 
life rule. The sainted Theodore L. Cuyler 
once said—he may often have said it—he 
lived it: “God’s mighty men and women 
have been mighty in prayer.” To which he 
took care to add that the essential of the 
prayer that has power with God is, that 
it be the prayer of faith, and offered in the 
name of Christ Jesus. Dr. Cuyler called 
genuine prayer “a believing soul’s direct con- 
verse with God.” He would quote Phillips 
Brooks’ definition of prayer condensed in 
four words, a “true wish sent Godward.” 
Canon Little said: “Prayer is a comprehen- 
sive word, and includes all communion be- 
tween the soul and God.” 


After General Armstrong’s death, the fol- 
lowing few lines were found among his pa- 
pers: “Prayer is the greatest power in the 
world; it keeps us near to God—it has been 
the best thing I ever did.” 

After listening to a sermon preached be- 
fore the University at Oxford, a friend of 
Bishop Patterson said to him: “These two 
sentences impressed me most in what you 
suid: ‘There are two great powers in the 
world—the power of religion and the power 
of prayer.’” Let us note this well. The 
power of religion and the power of prayer—- 
the greatest dynamics in the world. And the 
amazing thing is, we are privileged, entreat- 
ed to make them ours, and put them to the 
test for our good and God’s glory. 

Along with this, let us take most seriously 
what Dean Wilman has said: “Personal re- 
ligion becomes impossible if prayer is not 
answered.” We bow in appreciative recogni- 
tion to what Abraham Lincoln once said: 
“T have been driven many times to my knees 
by the overwhelming conviction that I had 
nowhere else to go. My own wisdom, and 
that ef all around me, seemed insufficient 
for the day.” 

Martin Luther would say, he “could not 
get on without three hours of prayer a day.” 
Sir William Hale said: “If I do not begin 
the day with prayer, nothing goes well.” 
John Welsh would take his blanket to bed 
with him at night, that he might wrap him- 
self in it, as he would rise betimes to engage 
in prayer. When there was to be a battle, 
General Havelock would rise two hours be- 
fore marching, that he might spend the time 
in prayer. 


Every Scotchman, shall I say, will tell us 
that when the Popish court and the Aristoc- 
racy were arraying themselves to suppress 
the Reformation, John Knox was overheard, 
in a secluded place, pleading with God in 
the most intense pathos, three times repeat: 
“O Lord, give me Scotland, or I die.” God 
gave John Knox Scotland. 

Wherefore, then, while the justice, mercy, 
bounty, dominion of God is supreme, while 
the dark inheritance of sin is a bondage upon 
the soul of man, while life’s conflicts are 
before him, while his understanding needs 
enlightening, while he has sorrows to. endure, 
temptations to be withstood, while God’s 
bounty, goodness, mercy, love, and grace are 
needed, while he has wants to be supplied, 
sins to be pardoned, a soul to be saved, a 
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God to glorify, there remains for him no 
alternative but refuge in prayer.—Rev. P. B. 
Van Syckel, in The Presbyterian. 
22 
THE TWILIGHT HOUR 
A Plea for More Private Prayer 
BY PASTOR WILHELM FETLER 


In the twiight of day let me steal away, 

Let me go to my room to cry and pray! 

Where nobody sees—I will meet my Friend, 

We shall speak to each other till spirits 
blend. 


In the twilight of day the Fairest of all 

Will come and quietly talk to my soul. 

He will break the bread, and offer the wine, 

And my heart will grow strong on His feast 
divine. 


As Mary once sat at His feet and cried, 
And He made the billows of her life subside: 
So I would just sit, and gaze and weep, 
Till eternally calm are the waters deep. 


We are here not for earth, and not simply 
for time. 

Don’t you hear? Hark! 
nity’s chime! 

Unhappy the ear that has ceased to hear, 

And the heart that feels not when God is 
near. 


In the twilight of day—do you not recollect 

How much you lost through your prayer- 
neglect? 

How many to-day are in sin and hell 

Because you omitted to pray—who can tell! 


And the days without prayer—are not bright 
days: 

There are always about them some clouds 
and haze. 

Have you not noticed that, and that vanity 

Of vanities must such life’s outcome be? 


God comes, at times, and sometimes it fares 

We had angels’ company unawares! 

But there’s so much work in the Kingdom for 
some 

That no time is left for the King—should He 
come, 


O Martha, Martha! Is no need in your heart? 
Won’t you tell it to Him before He depart? 

O, did you not see from the look of His face: 
He’s hungry to give you abundance of grace! 


At one time I too was a busy man. 

I worked, and my joy was to think and to 
plan, 

But I always felt, that was not my place: 

The hour of day’s twilight I missed, and His 
face. 


It is time again, ye apostles of the Lord 

To return to prayer, and the work of the 
Word! 

We were called to that,—not at tables to 
serve,— 

Leave that work to others, from your task 
don’t swerve! 


Fine tables they are where some have their 
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seat: 

New tissues they seek in the Old Strong 
Meat! 

But while they dissect, and with learning 
carve, 


And talk about sinews,—the people starve. 


Of old, they had business too: nets and boats, 

But they left it all—in actions and thoughts; 

They went to the Cross through revilings and 
pain,— 

For time it was loss, for eternity gain. 


That is strange to us, for a habit, now rare 

Is to spend each day much time in prayer. 

We have come to say that by work we pray, 

But—-where is the power of the twilight of 
day? 


Three thousand were saved in a single hour, 

As they waited, and prayed, and cried for 
power. 

And others, since then, like things have seen, 

But mark, they all men of prayer have been. 


In the twilight of day let me steal away, 

Let me go to my room, and cry, and pray! 
When nobody sees, I will meet my Friend, 
I will humbly implore till the power He send. 
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SHAKING THE TREES IN THE GARDEN OF GOD 





“The hearts of His people were moved with the wind.”—Isaiah 


There is a descriptive phrase in the proph- 
ecy of Isaiah which commands attention if 
only on account of its sheer literary beauty: 
“And his heart was moved, and the heart of 
his people, as the trees of the forest are 
moved with the wind.” 


i, 


It is at least noteworthy that the people of 
God are not infrequently likened to trees. 
The righteous man is “like a tree planted by 
the streams of water, that bringeth forth its 
fruit in its season.” Those that mourn in 
Zion are to receive a garland for ashes, the 
oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of 
praise for the spirit of heaviness, “that they 
might be called trees of righteousness, the 
planting of the Lord.” And thus, in a special 
sense, Mary was not wrong when she sup- 
posed the Risen Lord to be the Gardener. 

We have often stood by the side of the 
sea, and seen in the sand a little stick which 
the waves have washed ashore. No one 
knows whence it has come or whither it is 
going. There is no purpose in it, and it sim- 
ply waits for the returning tide to bear it 
forth again on its aimless journey. In some 
ways that is a picture of the soul without 
Christ, Life is an aimless voyage, and events 
a mighty tide. But the righteous are not so. 
Rather than being a little twig which the 
waves have washed ashore, the children of 
God are likened to mighty trees which the 
Lord has planted. They are rooted and 
grounded in the truth. They are living wit- 
nesses of the power of God, and they bring 
forth fruit to His glory. 


But in spite of these facts the trees in the 
garden of God are very often moved with 
the wind. Sometimes—as in the case of the 
Church—all the trees are strangely stirred 
by the winds of the world. Sometimes—as 
in the case of individuals—each separate 
tree is rocked with the windy hurricane, And 
the very fact that the trees are so strangely 
moved is not by any means a vicious thing. 
They are living trees, and consequently they 
feel the winds that cut around them. Ab- 
sence of feeling in a Christian soul is not 
moral strength; it is spiritual death. Spir- 
itual depression is not always a sign of wan- 
ing faith; it is sometimes a sign of waxing 
courage. “Now am I troubled, and what 
shall I say?” Spiritual gloom is not always 
the sign of settled doubt; it is very often the 
hall-mark of spiritual sensitiveness. The 
very fact that we are so deeply moved by 
sorrow and pain in others goes far to prove 
that we are very much alive. The Christian 
soul is not asked to graft upon his sweet and 
glowing faith the icy chill of the Stoic; he 
is, indeed, called upon to weep with those 
that weep, and rejoice with those that do re- 
joice. 


II. 


Sometimes the Church is strangely moved 
with the winds that howl about her. There 
is the wind of fear. The tempest of dread 
howls incessantly, and the trees are badly 
blown. The Church is sometimes character- 
ized by faint-heartedness as she looks out on 


the land she has to conquer, She sings brave- 
ly, “Like a mighty army moves the Church 
of God,” and yet even her singing is drowned 
in discussions about her depleted ranks. She 
is very often paralyzed in the presence of 
industrial unrest ; she has no speech nor lan- 
guage, and her voice is not heard. And as 
the formidable armies of lust and greed and 
worldliness move insolently towards her she 
loses heart, and barely hears the voice of 
the great Master as He says in tones of 
soothing pity: “Fear not, little flock, for it 
is your Father's good pleasure to give you 
the Kingdom.” 


Wild, wild wind, wilt thou never cease thy 
sighing? 

Dark, dark night, wilt thou never wear away? 

Cold, cold Church, in thy death-sleep lying, 

Thy Lent is past, thy Passion here, 

But not thy Easter Day. 


Peace, fair heart, though the night be dark 
and sighing, 

Rest, fair corpse, where thy Lord Himself 
hath lain; 

Weep, dear Lord, above Thy bride low lying, 

Thy tears shall wake her frozen limbs 

To life and health again. 


There is the wind of Biblical criticism. 
Men of rationalistic temperament have aris- 
en, who have neither sympathy with, nor in- 
terest in, the supernatural and miraculous, 
and they have used the winds of their sub- 
jective criticism to blow out the old Lamp. 
The attempt is worthy to rank with the story 
of Canute and the onflowing waters. And 
yet a strange thing has happened. The ra- 
tionalistic critics have done something. They 
have not blown out the old Lamp—for that 
burns more brightly than ever—but they 
have badly moved some of the trees. The 
Divine Word is still a lamp unto our feet and 
a light unto our path, and the critical winds 
have only quickened the flame, but the trees 
in the garden of the Church have been badly 
shaken. To listen to some earnest and well- 
meaning people speak about the Bible often 
reminds us of the old negress who startled 
a whole prayer-meeting on one occasion 
when a temper of pessimism prevailed over 
some great matter by shrieking, “Is God 
dead? Is God dead?” The winds of Biblical 
criticism have done more damage to the trees 
than they have to the Lamp of Truth. And 
had we but more faith, we should believe as 
well as repeat with St. Peter: “The grass 
withereth and the flower falleth, but the 
Word of the Lord endureth for ever.” In 
some senses it is a spiritual impertinence to 
speak about a “Bible Defence Society,” for, 
as Mr. Spurgeon said many years ago at an 
Exeter Hall meeting, “Let the lion out of the 
cage, and he will defend himself.” The re- 
buke comes to those of us who are fearful. 
“Why -are ye fearful, O ye of little faith?” 
It is incredible and unthinkable that a Rev- 
elation that has stood the test of centuries, 
which has refused to be suppressed, which 
has lighted the pathway of many a trusting 
pilgrim, and which has comforted the heart 
of many a lonely exile in many a dreary 
Patmos, should at last be extinguished by the 
winds of an adverse criticism. 


III. 


Yet it is not always the Church as a Col- 
lective company that is moved by the winds 
that come to us all in the solitude of our 
own souls. There is the east wind of adver- 
sity. We are strangely moved with panic in 
the presence of events that are disquieting. 
Our faith is very often little more than a 
fair-weather faith. It is possible to reveal 
whole life agonies in short sentences, A lit- 
tle child over whose head hovers the sword 
of cancer. A broken-hearted mother, whose 
chief grief is that her only son has crept off 
to become a Roman Catholic priest, and who 
treats his mother’s kiss as the imprint of 
Judas. Quite recently has such a story come 
before the writer’s notice. The impending 
dismissal from a situation—perhaps through 
nothing but ol@ age. The failure of your 
business and the dread of publicity. The loss 
of your only friend. And so we might go on, 
for we all know something of this bitter 
wind that blows. 

Now, it has been said, in the language of 
a popular hymn, that “He tempers every 
wind that blows.” No statement could be 
quite so far away from the real truth. Did 
He temper the wind for His own Son, or do 
we read that He spared not His own Son, but 
freely offered Him up for us all? Did He 
temper the wind for St. Paul, or did He show 
him that His grace was sufficient for all the 
storms of life? The real truth, surely, is 
something like this: He does not temper 
every wind that blows, but He tempers the 
tree to the wind. He fortifies us with His 
grace, so that we are able to say, in quiet 
confidence: “We are pressed on every side, 
yet not straightened ; perplexed, yet not unto 
despair; pursued, yet not forsaken; smitten 
down, yet not destroyed.” 

In another sense it could be shown that 
there is no more healthful breeze than this 
east wind of adversity. It is the soul’s best 
tonic. It may shake the tree to its roots, 
but it cannot shake the tree down, for it is 
a tree of righteousness, the planting of the 
Lord. There is, indeed, a wonderful thought 
in Hebrews 12:11: “All chastening seemeth 
for the present to be not joyous, but grievous; 
yet afterward it yieldeth peaceable fruit unto 
them that have been exercised thereby, even 
the fruit of righteousness.” May not this 
wind be the very wind that God uses in order 
that the tree may bring forth good fruit? 


IV. 


But the trees need to be moved by another 
wind, and the more deeply they are stirred 
the more will the Kingdom prosper. We 
think of the wind of compassion. Of all the 
glowing things said of our Lord in the New 
Testament, few things are more full of ap- 
peal than this: “He was moved with com- 
passion.” Perhaps compassion is the spiritu- 
al grace we know least about. We are fully 
initiated into the art of criticism and objec- 
tion, of excuse and blame, but we are defi- 
cient in the great art of compassion, The 
whole Church of God everywhere needs to be 
moved—and moved mightily—by the wind of 
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loving sympathy with the masses of men and 
women who know not God. The ugliest prob- 
lem for the Church to face at the moment is 
that the vast mass of working people are out- 
side the Church; we suggest no reasons for 
this, but we may, perhaps, suggest a remedy. 
We have not always been so full of compas- 
sion for those with whom we differed as we 
might have been. We have found it easy 
to love the lovely, but we have failed to love 
the unlovely for Christ’s sake. The great 
need of the hour is that the Church should 
be moved with the wind of redemptive com- 
passion, so that the work of supreme value 
shall be the reclaiming of the soul for Christ. 
And the beginning of such a revival will be 
with those men and women who, as individ- 
ual trees in the Garden of God, will sigh in 
eager faith, “Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
fill me with 1 fe anew.”—The Life of Faith. 
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ACCORDING TO THE LIGHT WE HAVE 


And that servant that knoweth his Lord’s will 
and prepareth not himself, neither did according 
to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes; 
but he that knew not and did commit things 
worthy of stripes shall be beaten with few stripes ; 
for unto whomsoever much is given, of him shail 
much be required; and unto whom men have com- 
mitted much, of him they will ask much.—-Luke 
12:47, 48 


We are not required to do the things that 
we do not know to be r‘ght, only the things 
that we do know to be right. Before Peter went 
to Cornelius, Cornelius was a good man, 
walking in all the light that came to him. 
He was doing the very best he could, but 
when Peter went to him, more light came 
to him; he was brought face to face with the 
fact that he ought to accept Christ and 
receive the Holy Ghost, and he accepted 
Christ and received the Holy Ghost. I think 
that’ what we want in our churches is mcre 
of the old-time Holy Ghost power, the old- 
time Holy Ghost religion. 


“"Tis the old-time relig‘on, 

*Tis the old-time religion, 

And it’s good enough for me. 

It will take us home to heaven, 

It will take us home to heaven, 

It will take us home to heaven, 
And it’s good enough for me.” 


And people’s birthright, the'r surroundings, 
and their environment must all be taken in- 
to consideration. Paul told Timothy to 
“Remember the unfeigned faith of thy grand- 
mother Lois and thy mother Eunice put thee 
in remembrance to stir up the gift that is 
in thee.” But everybody hasn’t had a grand- 
mother Lois, everybody hasn’t had a mother 
Eunice. Some people’s early training has 
been the other way, and while I believe in 
having the early training right, I believe that 
the man or woman who hasn’t had this early 
training, the man or woman who breaks oft 
from a_ religious family, surmounts his 
early training, gets converted, and comes 
into the Church is blessed by the Lord to a 
greater extent in th's life, and if he is 
faithful when he gets to heaven, he will 
receive a greater reward, wear a brighter 
crown than those who, like Timothy, have 
had good religious training from their youth 
up. People’s surroundings must all be taken 
into consideration. Chr'st told the people of 
His day that it would be more tolerable on 
the judgment day for the land of Sodom and 
Gomorrah than it would be for them. Why? 
Because they had sinned against greater 
light than Sodom and Gomorrah did. And I 
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believe that the man or the woman who lives 
within the sound of a good spiritual church 
and doesn’t repent wll be more responsible 
on the judgment day than those who do not 
live near any church at all, and if they do 
live near a church do not live near a good, 
spiritual church. 

People look at truth from different stand- 
points. I believe that before the Civil War 
there were many good Christian people 
that kept slaves. They had been taught that 
it was all right, trained from infancy to be- 
lieve it to be right; and I believe there were 
many of those people who d.ed happy and 
went home to heaven. But the Almighty 
created the black man the same as He did 
the white man, and that black man was never 
designed to be kept in hondage. 

There was time when, if a min'‘ster or a 
layman, would say anything in church in 
favor of temperance or the prohibition of the 
liquor traffic, there would be a general stam- 
pede, but the t'me came when the people 
became educated to the thought of temper- 
ance. The time came when our ministers 
came out on the subject and now a person 
can talk in church in favor of temperance as 
much as he pleases without hurting anybody. 

I think what Christians should do is to 
stand by the right and by one another, and 
tu love one another, to live together and all 
go home to heaven together and shout the 
praises of God around His throne in glory 
together. HERBERT POSTON. 
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DRIFTING 
BY 8S, BLANCHE TEAGUE 


Did you ever think how many persons 
there are about you who are living a life 
of careless indifference, whose lives have 
neither given nor taken anything, who would 
never be missed if they should suddenly dis- 
appear from the stage of life? They are 
just merely 


“Drifting along o’er the sea of time, 
Aimlessly, thoughtlessly, unheedful in mind, 
Ruthlessly turned by each drifting spar, 
Now hither and thither from their course 
severed far. 

No star guides through the dark stormy way, 
No goal is striven for in the far distant day. 
Living each day just because it is sent, 
For the duties of life not an effort is spent. 
Thus a life lived in useless content, 

No good accomplished, no kindness lent.” 


This characterizes the life that thousands 
are living, the life that thousands have spent, 
the life that means nothing more than exist- 
ence and the filling up of space in the world. 
Imagine yourself in such condition of life, 
no purpose, no aim, no joy, no hope. It is a 
sad thought. Such would have been your 
lot had not some one in loving tenderness 
guided and directed you. Are you passing 
the good work on? 

Many say that there have always been 
and always will be indifferent men and 
women. Indeed there will be until they have 
learned there is something in the world for 
them to do, an important position to fill, 
and a distant goal to attain. 

Since the fall of man in the Garden of 
Eden, there have been allotted places in the 
world for the sinner and the Christian, but 
none for the indifferent. They have taken 
the place that rightfully belongs to some 
other. There is no greater hindrance to the 
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cause of Christ than cold indifference. It is 
the great problem which confronts the min- 
isters and Christian workers. 

The drifting way is one that is luring and 
easily fallen into. The one in which so many 
sincere endeavorers have fallen. Possibly it 
began by associating just once with a ques- 
tionable friend, or failing to offer the daily 
prayer, or by leaving vacant the accustomed 
pew in the church for one Sabbath. It begins 
with a very little thing at first and so re- 
mains for a lifetime with many. 

Suppose that the leaders in every church 
of our country would each select some in- 
different person to help them do their allot- 
ted part of the church work. The results 
would be surprising. These indifferent per- 
sons would feel that some one was really 
interested in them and that there is a mis- 
sion for them to do. Life would take a 
different hue, and hold an aim of some 
worthy nature. 

At the present time the Methodist Church 
may possess an unknown Wesley, the Friends 
an uncouth Fox, the Lutherans an untrained 
Luther, and the Christians an unlearned 
O’Kelley, but they are drifting along with 
the surging mass of humanity. There has 
been no opportunity for them to be known, 
and none of their friends have attempted 
to find them. The Church would, indeed, be 
a harmonious whole if each member had 
and would do his allotted part. Are we 
doing our allotted task? 

A few persons are born with a work to 
do, some find theirs early, and a larger part 
must be told theirs. Then the question 
comes directly to us who are professed fol- 
lowers of Christ, “Are we telling and helping 
to guide the vast number who know not? 
Is there a neighbor next door who is living 
a drifting life? Have we told him of life’s 
beautiful way? 

Then, in obedience to the Master’s com- 
mand, there are millions of our dark broth- 
ers and sisters whom we must tell. Life is 
too short and time too precious to spend one 
day in such utter darkness, yet souls pass 
hourly into the great beyond without know- 
ing that life has a purpose, that there is a 
goal to reach, and a heaven to gain. 


Can you wait until to-morrow, 
While the lives flit swiftly by, 
Filled with aimlessness and sorrow, 
To tell them that a goal is nigh? 


Life is short and time is fleeting, 
Do not wait until too late, 

To tell them of the happy greeting 
Waiting at the Golden Gate. 


Eilon College, N. C. 
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A CHANGE 


What a change! A thousand, yea, a mil- 
lion, homes had bright firesides for a 1913 
Christmas, where the 1914 Christmas will 
find that many closed doors, five times that 
many orphans and widows, who shall not 
enjoy the sweetness of Christmas and the 
companionship of father and husband. The 
artist cannot paint the scene, the poet cannot 
express its feeling, neither can the orator 
paint the panoramic view by words. War is 
the answer for it. C. B. Rmp.e. 


“It is much better to form a character 
than to reform one.” 
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An Appreciation* By REV. ORMAN T. HEADLEY, Eastport, Maine 


Once again are we in the presence of the 
unsolvable and unconquerable mysteries of 
life. From of old has come down to us the 
adage, “He has gone the way of all the earth, 
from whose bourne no traveler e’er returns.” 

The mystic has tried to unravel its mys- 
tery, the philosopher has queried for its 
unknown secrets; science has clamored for 
the key to unlock the door, and the work- 
a-day man forever and anon wishes that he 
simply knew; but to all these the traveler 
passed on has lent a deaf ear, and has drawn 
the line beyond which we dare not to 
go. The only comforting and reassuring 
answer of the ages is one given by the 
prophets, and reenforced by that greatest of 
all prophets, Jesus Christ, viz.: “I will ran- 
som them from the power of the grave; [ 
will redeem them from death; O death, I will 
be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy de- 
struction.” 

This is the Christian’s hope, this was the 
hope of hm in whose reverence we are met 
this day-—that the great “I am” will destroy 
all the powers of death and the grave. To 
be sure, we need no other reply, if this is 
our faith, but Jesus Christ simplifies the 
prophet’s meaning when He says, “Let not 
your hearts be troubled, ye believe in God, 
believe also in me. I go to prepare a place 
for you, and where I be, there ye also 
may be, and if it were not so, I would have 
told you. 


Job skeptically asks: “Have the gates of 
death been opened unto thee, or hast thou 
seen the doors of the shadow of death?” 
But the Psalmist replies: “Yea, though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I w.ll fear no evil; thy rod and thy 
staff, they comfort me.” These are the 
simple assurances given for the comfort of 
believers in righteousness and God as op- 
posed to the dull, cold non-assurance of 
science and philosophy. Belief in righteous- 
ness and God was the faith of him of whom 
We now speak, and we shall think and treat 
of his life and death in line with revealed 
religion, as spoken of by Christ and the 
ancient prophets of old. 

Death, my friends, is neither an extremity, 
nor a terror. Death is not the terrible mon- 
ster he is often pictured to be. We be 
cowards when we drag along through life 
in constant fear and expectation of a terrible 
ordeal through which we have to pass when 
we reach our last end. More truth there is 
in the poet’s song when he refers to it as a 
lying down and a passing away into a land of 
pleasant dreams. It is our faith, and the 
greatest of all faiths, to believe this is true; 
especially when life has been lived out natu- 
rally and normally. There is a beauty which 
is the beauty of youth, there is a beauty in 
the experience and saneness of middle age, 
there is a beauty, not less than the rest, but 
greater, in declining age. One of our most 
potent ideals of life is said to be a desire 
and an effort to grow old beautifully. 

One of the greatest needs of a young man, 
or a young woman, in modern life (indeed, if 
it was ever different in any age) is to cul- 


* Read December 9, at funeral of Mr. Moses. 


tivate the acquaintance of an old man, fath- 
erly and kind, or. an aged woman. Age has 
someth.ng to give us, of a finer moral and 
spiritual quality than any other, and none of 
us be so unfortunate as he who cannot ap- 
preciate the blessings and beneficence of age. 

When people become old, they cease to run 
errands for us, or render material aid per- 
haps, but they serve us with what is infinite- 
ly better than material aid; and they shed 
their blessings upon all alike who can ap- 
prec:ate them. 

One of the ancient poets says, “J worship 
age,” and there is no possession in life more 
precious than the fatherly admonition of an 
aged man. Now, when age has back of it 
a life of active service, of noble, conscien- 
tious living, of ambitions and successes well 
achieved, then has grown old beautifully 
and died peacefully, what greater life could 
be lived, and what greater death could a 
man die? 

When I think on these things to-day, my 
friends, as we are gathered about this bier 
in the presence of the remains of this noble 
man of God, I feel almost condemned that 
we come sorrowfully, with hearts bleeding, 
and with tear-stained faces. Rather we 
should come rejoicing that opportunities were 
placed thus so that our deceased friend and 
brother achieved so successfully and that he 
came to his last end so beautifully and cheer- 
fully. I do not pity him to-day, nor even 
patronize him with submissive sympathy, but 
rather am I] envious of his state and condi- 
tion, and the life that he lived. A noble man 
is the greatest masterpiece of God, in com- 
parison with which art, painting, sculpture, 
and architecture are belittled, and not to be 
compared. 

The presence of death, as we witness it 
to-day, my friends, is a most happy consum- 
mation of such a life, of such a man. To be 
good is to be great, and goodness, not of a 
negative kind, is the greatest achievement of 
man. To die is as natural as for the leaf 
to achieve its purple tint in autumn, or for 
water to flow downward; to die is ordained 
of God, and God ordaineth all things well. 
It is only a matter of time when you and 
I shall drink of this same cup, which is not 
the bitter cup (unless we choose to make 
it so) and here an humble submission to 
God’s will should be our great joy. 

With the history of his life you are more 
familiar than I; nor do they need to be re- 
counted here, They were mere incidents in life 
in comparison with the man himself, the de- 
velopment, the unfolding, the spirit of the 
man back of the deeds. Within these four 
walls he often preached with vigor, and ex- 
horted to godliness, not because of our fear 
of Him, but because of our love which should 
be manifested to Him by a correctness and 
righteousness of our living toward Him. This 
interest was maintained to the last of his 
conscious life, aS only one week before his 
going hence, during one of those interims of 
consciousness he expressed a desire to come 
to the old North church. 

He was distinguished in his service in the 
ministry, the more so because he was patient 
in rendering it in the smaller parishes of 
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his State, in the smaller cities. The glamors 
of life did not attract him; only to be of 
service in his chosen sphere. The fact 
that he was God’s minister, important as 
that is, is not so important to us as the fact 
that he was God’s man, for this he eminently 
and preeminently was. 

To be God’s man is greater any time than 
being merely His minister. His intelligent 
application to his work has made him ap- 
preciated in wider circles of life than in his 
own parish, but in that it was one of unusual 
power and influence. 

He was not of that visionary type of man 
that could not appreciate ordinary, practical 
things of life. He knew our life to be made 
up of a great number of insign ficant items, 
and none of these escaped his trained and 
careful vision. Being a close observer, and 
capable of reading from incidents in life their 
lessons of value, is what has distinguished 
him along the pathway of life. These, with 
h’s consecration and disinterested applica- 
tion, make to us his life, one well worthy to 
be emulated in its spirit and aims. To 
summarize them, he was characterized by 
his open-mindedness, love of mankind, as the 
noblest work of God, by his frank, charac- 
teristic, and ready wit, by his intelligent ap- 
plication to his chosen field, and by love of 
his family and of his work. These all make 
his life well worthy, due an honest consid- 
eration, and for him all these virtues came 
to a climax in what we term his personality. 
In his presence we instinctly felt that we 
were in the presence of a man. It was char- 
acteristic of him to make this personality 
felt. Many years have passed since he was 
active in his ministry, but people in this city 
still quote his aphorisms and witty sayings, 
which are always to the point. Being cheer- 
ful, as well as thoughtful, his heart readily 
welled up in good-natured humor, and of 
that kind which accomplishes its object, and 
made itself remembered. 

It is a testimony to your good faith, my 
good friends, that you are enabled to appre- 
ciate such a man as this, as has been shown 
by your conversation of late, and by your 
presence here to-day. All of us to-day feel 
that a prophet in Israel has fallen, and we 
are rejoiced to believe he has fallen upwards 
into the skies. He has lived the mortal life 
far beyond the allotted threescore and ten, 
and many have been the thrilling incidents 
in history he has witnessed. 

The year 1829, the year of his birth, was 
sometime hence, according to our mode of 
reckoning. Andrew Jackson was still Presi- 
dent, our country was still in its youth, and 
Jefferson had but a little time since passed 
away. All the viciss'tudes of our young 
national life leading up to the great Civil 
War of 1865, as well as the war with Mexico, 
in 1845, and other notable incidents con- 
nected with the growth of our country were 
witnessed by him in person whom we have 
met to honor this day. Mr. Moses was in his 
thirt'eth year when Abraham Lincoln was 
campaigning for the Presidency. All this 
serves to remind us that Mr. Moses was an 
old man, and his eyes have witnessed much 
that has been forbidden to us, and that will 
always be forbidden to us. Our struggle is 
in another age, under new conditions, and 
we fight in a different kind of armor, but for 
the same Master. 

But a life like this refuses to be measured 
in terms of the number of years lived. God 
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gave him long life, often a reward for virtue 
itself, but with this subject the quality of 
service, rather than the quantity or time 
served, is what is especially impressive. 

Many churches of this State and one in 
New Hampshire have been blessed by his 
ministry and fatherly admonition, and his 
works do live after him. When this man 
spoke, it was of that kind and quality which 
bade men sit up and listen. A man of no 
ordinary vision or consecration, but one who 
excelled in his chosen sphere. Nothing at- 
tests this fact more than the regard in which 
he is held here in the city he chose as the 
scene of his closing labors and life. When 
a pastor at the North church, there was 
activity those days, and even children upon 
the streets delighted to meet him and loved 
him. Many of these were converted under 
his ministry, and baptized into the Christian 
church, many were blessed at the marriage 
altar by his official seal, and many such a 
heart has been burdened with sorrow during 
these late weeks, when it was known that 
Mr. Moses was nearing his last end. 

Perhaps to-day there is not a church in 
this city that has not been blessed by the 
converts under this man’s preaching. Old 
North church parishioners under him in those 
dluys have now scattered to the various parts 
of the city and it was a matter of deep con- 
cern to him during the last year or two of 
his life, since the reopening of the old North 
church, that many of h's old North church 
parishioners did not return to the early fold. 
Many now attend regularly no church since 
the closing down of the old North, and noth- 
ing would have delighted him more than to 
have seen all these, his former parishioners, 
return. In this way, the effect of his life’s 
work has been broader than the field of one 
parish, but extends to all the churches in the 
city, and over the whole community. 

Among the Honorable Masons of this city 
he was an acknowledged leader, and a safe 
advisor. Ile served them many years as 
their chaplain, and as such became endeared 
to their cause and membership. 


From whence come we, then, and for what 
purpose do we come? Not to pay tribute for 
the redemption of his soul, because his soul 
bas risen beyond the reach of man for let 
or hindrance. Not for his good, but for our 
good, our edification, do we come now to 
honor the virtues, which under God became 
embodied in his life. Now he exists for us 
only as a memory; he is no more for us, 
except the sacred embod'ment for those 
things for which in life he stood; but he 
exists for his God and eternity. We can now 
honor him most not by what we say and do 
here, but by going and doing and being the 
things he, in life, exhorted us to be. If we 
who know him wish most to honor him, let 
us live the just and righteous life he so much 
prized, and wh‘ch he put forth so much effort 
to live himself. 


Peace be to his ashes, 
Repose for his soul; 
Loved be his memory, 

As of precious, precious gold. 
2 8 
PRACTICAL THEOLOGY 
BY MRS. F, BULLOCK 


One of the best-loved pastors in the South 
told me once that his degree of “D. D.,” had 
been given him in recognition of his studies 


pursued to that end and for his “practical 
theology.” I have been led to wish many 
times since then, that more of our pastors 
could secure a degree for their “practical 
theology,” rather than their theoretical 
knowledge. 

To be sure, knowledge secured from books 
is necessary; study is necessary, especially 
to a pastor, Lut, more than these, is needed 
the seeing eye. the understanding heart, the 
discerning mind. ‘ 

I am reminded of another pastor with 
whom I am acquainted. A lady told me that 
she had gone twice to his study in times of 
stress and desired to see him. She was 
tim:'d about making her need known, no 
doubt, but the first time he told her he was 
very busy preparing his sermon for the Sab- 
bath, the second time he asked her could she 
not call at some other time, as he had a trip 
in the country ahead of him, and must be off 
very shortly. My friend left, and has not 
been back; rightly or wrongly, her belief in 
the fitness of her pastor for the position he 
occupies has rece:ved a decidedly adverse 
trend. 

Now, as I say, undoubtedly she did not 
make her desire very plain, but I happen 
to know that her pastor knew that she had 
been passing through a period of great 
mental stress and pain. Surely had he pos- 
sessed a “practical theology,” he would have 
d'scerned something of her state of mind, 
and been prepared on at least one of these 
occasions to let other matters wait, while he 
gave her his time and attention. 

Again I am reminded of overhearing, once 
upon a time, a discussion upon a matter of 
great local importance, a matter that would 
make for the good or ill-being of the town 
very materially. During the discussion the 
pastor was seen to approach. Said one: 
“Wonder what he thinks of it,” only to have 
a second retort: “Shucks, I don’t suppose 
he has ever even heard of it!” 

Nor are our pastors alone in their need of 
practical theology. Too many of us take 
off our religion and lay it away with our 
Sunday clothing. We fail to use our “God 
knowledge,” for that is what theology means, 
every day in the week, to apply it to our 
daily concerns. I think if we did so, a 
tremendous change would be found in many 
of the details of the daily conduct of our 
business and national life. 

God speed the day, when every member of 
Christ’s Church on earth will be distinguish- 
ed by their “practical,” every-day, well-worn, 
and well-used theology. 

2 2% 
GIVING AS GOD WOULD HAVE YOU 
GIVE 

There is only one way to give to the cause 
of Christ--that is the Bible way. Our 
churches make a great mistake when they 
attempt any other line of finance except the 
Bible line. 

1. It is the only equitable way. 

2. There is a double blessing in it that 
you cannot attain any other way. 

My experience for more than thirty years 
is that subscription giving usually makes the 
burden much too heavy on some and light 
on others. 

Usually in taking subscriptions, the signer 
will subscribe the amount his brother or 
sister just above him or near, has subscribed. 
The system has caused most subscription 
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takers to sort their victims with the view 
that Jones and Brown will put up the same 
amount. It does not become a proposition 
of giving from any sense of duty, but not 
to be outdone by the other fellow, and many 
will subscribe and pay only part or none, 
They had better not pledge anything. 

Tithing is the Bible way. Read Malachi 
3:10. Then read Paul, 1 Cor. 16:2. It isn’t 
hard for any one to find out how much he 
owes the Lord. If your income is ten dollars 
per week, you owe the Lord’s treasury one 
dollar. Just try the Lord and see what He 
will do for you. Let us remember that we 
don’t own ourselves—we belong to God, and 
we have no right to go beyond our needs. 
No one has a right to live in luxury as long 
as some one has need. Some will say, “My 
money is my own, and I will do as 1 please!” 
Poor, foolish man! Remember the man 
whose harvest was so great that he pulled 
down h's barns and builded greater. Then 
said, “Soul, take thine ease.” And that night 
his soul was required of him. Think not 
that you can escape the judgments of God. 
No one has done his or her full duty to the 
Lord in giving until he has sacrificed some 
of his living. (Remember the widow’s mite.) 
It is not the great amount you give, but the 
sacrifice that attends your giving, that 
brings the blessing, so, if we would have our 
Church rise to the highest point of efficiency, 
we must not neglect any of the work of His 
house. Some people sing, “Salvation’s free,” 
and finger a penny out of their pockets, 
when it ought to be a dime. Some people 
sing, “The Lord will provide,” and let Brother 
A or Sister B pay the bills. 


But, while we are writing on the subject 
of giving, let us look a while on the side 
of taking. Our churches should be conducted 
at the lowest possible cost, to maintain the 
high standard of Christ’s salvation to men. 
There are many views taken as to the main- 
tenance of God’s house. Some think the 
preacher should not preach for a stipulated 
sum. Stipulated sums might not be neces- 
sary, if it wasn’t for so many stingy church 
members who compel the pastor to drive a 
hard bargain. I suppose that is because the 
average church member is commercialized 
more than Christianized. No pastor should 
ask compensation from the church until he 
has so preached the gospel that it will bring 
conviction to the hearts of his congregation. 

The Sp‘rit and the Word will bring salva- 
tion to the men and women. When your 
preacher gets no souls for his: hire, and the 
church isn’t strengthened on any line, all the 
salary you pay him is extravagance. 

It looks like some preachers are not for 
pay. When they will resign a church just 
to accept another at a bigger salary, I believe 
that there is danger of preachers becoming 
commercialized as well as church members. 
Think on these things. 

H. B. 

Winchester, Ind. 
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Every morning He puts into our hands 
anew the mystery of our existence. The 
chance to think true thoughts, to do brave 
and kind deeds, to love Him, and to help our 
brethren—these the great chances of the soul, 
these, the eternal life, the “long life even for- 
ever and ever.” He gives us day by day when 
we ask for life.—Phillips Brooke. 
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NEWS OF 


—Cooperative rural credit associations 
are planned for the Philippine Islands. The 
object is to help the small farmer. 





——According to Secretary of Navy Dan- 
iels, large naval drydocks are to be construct- 
ed in the Hawaiian Islands, at a cost of 
about $4,552,115. 


—tThe sixty-fourth of the present series 
of eruptions of Lassen Peak in Redding, Cal., 
occurred on December 15th. A jet of vapor 
shot from a new vent to a height of 3,000 
feet. 


——Thomas Mott Osborne, warden of Sing 
Sing prison, has already introduced some of 
the reforms which he hopes will lighten the 
lot of the prisoners. He has recently been 


appointed. 


——W. Calvin Wells, seventy-one years old, 
a Confederate veteran who served as Brig- 
adier-Genéral in the Mississippi division of 
the organization, died suddenly at Jackson, 
Miss., on December 15. 


—Eastern railroads were granted the 
right to increase freight rates by a decision 
of the Interstate Commerce Commission giv- 
en December 18. By this decision it is hoped 
to add to the annual revenues about $30,- 
000,000. 


In parts of the west where trees are 
scarce, sage brush is used for fuel. In Ne- 
vada the large main stems are trimmed by 
Indians at $3 a cord, and delivered to the 
user at about $6.50. It burns rapidly and 
produces good heat. 





Postmaster-General Albert S. Burleson 
announces that for the first time in its his- 
tory the postal establishment has been se- 
curely placed upon a self-sustaining basis. 
He also announces the second consecutive 
postal surplus of his administration. 





——aA log raft containing one million feet 
of cedar, said to be the largest ever floated 
on the Pacific, recently made the trip from 
British Columbia to Puget Sound. It was 
100 feet long and 70 feet wide; it stood fifteen 
feet out of the water and 20 feet under. 


——The labor union voted to end the Col- 
orado coal miners’ strike on December 10. 
The strike has been in progress for more 
than a year, causing much distress and 
trouble in that State. Future troubles will 
be put before the commission appointed by 
President Wilson. 


—*“Belgium Day” was observed in Paris 
on December 20 and three million minature 
Belgian flags decorated the coats of the peo- 
ple of Paris. They were given to those who 
made contributions to collection boxes car- 
ried through the streets by 10,000 girls, the 
money to be used for the relief of the Bel- 
gians. 


——tThe parcels post service will probably 
have a competitor when the American Ex- 
press Company puts into operation their 
plan which is announced, that of establish- 
ing a farm-to-home service by which its ten 
thousand employees will act as uncommis- 
sioned middlemen between the farmer and 
purchasers of farm produce. 
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The world lost one of the most dis- 
tinguished diplomats in the person of Wil- 
liam W. Rockhill, when his death occurred 
recently. He was on his way to Peking, 
China, to become advisor to President Yuan 
Kai, when he succumbed to a severe cold at 
Honolulu. For thirty years he has served in 
different countries in various capacities as 
adviser in world politics and diplomatist. 


——It is announced that the House is to 
vote on the Hobson resolution for national 
prohibition of the sale of intoxicating liquors 
on December 22. Most of the Congressmen 
and Senators find it difficult to know which 
way to vote, since if they vote for the amend- 
ment, to please the better element of their 
constituency, the liquor forces will work 
against their re-election, The outcome will 
be awaited with much interest. 


——The French capital has been moved 
back to Paris. The president, with the pre- 
mier, arrived from Bordeaux, Dec. 9, and the 
French Parliament is to meet in Paris, De- 
cember 22. The French government has 
asked Parliament to postpone elections until 
after the war since elections tend to distract 
attention from the main object of preserving 
its life. The present Parliament is composed 
of the most trusted men in France. 


——At Lakeside, Utah, the mountain is 
gradually being cut away and dumped into 
Great Salt Lake to extend the solid fill of 
the Southern Pacific Company’s Lucin cut- 
off. The work was begun in 1901. Since 
1905 over 1,125,000 cubic yards of rock and 
limestone formation have been put in place 
at a cost of over $2,000,000. The solid fill 
is now over twenty miles long, and in some 
places has a depth of thirty-five feet. 


——The Census Bureau gives 247,604 peo- 
ple of the two races of Japanese and Chi- 
nese residing in the United States. 152,956 
are Japanese and 94,648 are Chinese. The 
largest Mongolian population is in California. 
57.3 per cent. of the Japanese and 50.7 per 
cent of the Japanese and Chinese respective- 
ly, live in California. Washington is in sec- 
ond place with 17.9 per cent. of the Japa- 
nese and 10.3 per cent. of the Chinese. 


— According to a statement made by John 
Hays Hammond, Jr., he has invented a pro- 
jectile which will scatter a white-hot mix- 
ture of molten steel over the object of at- 
tack and at the same time permeate the at- 
mosphere with a deadly gas which would 
make it impossible for fire fighters to ap- 
proach. Some of the belligerent nations are 
now negotiating for its purchase. The U. 8S. 


- government is conducting experiments with 


a 


——tThere is a law in Arizona which pro- 
vides that eighty per cent of the employees 
of any concern employing more than five per- 
sons must be American citizens. A test of 
the law enacted at the November election 
was begun in a federal court suit filed there 
December 15. An Austrian cook asked for 
an injunction to prevent a restaurant pro- 
prietor from discharging him. He alleges 
that the law conflicts with the fourteenth 
amendment and with section 1979, revised 
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statutes of the United States, which gives 
aliens equal rights of employment. 


——On December 10, Joseph Smith, presi- 
dent of the Reorganized Church of Latter 
Day Saints, died at his home in Indepen- 
dence, Mo. He was the son of Joseph Smith, 
the Mormon prophet, and he effected the re- 
organization of the church in 1860. He de- 
nounced polygamous teachings and practices 
and denied that his father was a polygamist 
or sanctioned polygamy. He wishes Fred- 
erick Smith, his son, to take his place in the 
church, 


—It has been announced that the gov- 
ernor-elect of New York will appoint Major 
General Wotherspoon, who is very active and 
a man of experience as an administrator and 
a competent engineer, head of the Depart- 
ment of Public Works. Mr. Whitman is al- 
ready known as an honest and fearless fight- 
er of crime in the city of New York. The 
Erie Canal is a project which now is in prog- 
ress with enormous expenditures, and with 
General Wotherspoon administering affairs 
things will go well. General Wotherspoon 
has just been retired from the army at the 
age of sixty-four, and is still as vigorous as 
ever, 





Pumping water by explosion, or with 
an explosion pump, will be the method em- 
ployed by the Egyptian government in drain- 
ing a lake at Mex, near Alexandria. When 
the plant is completed it will be the largest 
pumping installation in the world. There 
will be eighteen pumps, each capable of a de- 
livery of 100,000,000 gallons of water per 
day, to a height of about twenty feet. The 
pump works automatically at a rate of about 
ten explosions per minute. There are no pis- 
tons or other moving parts, as in the common 
type of water pump. The water is raised by 
the resulting gas pressure within an explo- 
sion chamber; the chamber is then emptied 
of the products of the burned gases, and the 
next charge is compressed for firing by the 
incoming water, following each operation.— 
Covington Gazette, 


——An important advance in our knowl- 
edge of the sea is promised through an in- 
vention recently made by a Scotch American 
sea captain, Charles Williamson, of Norfolk, 
Va. This invention, according to reports of 
government experts made after tests in the 
Norfolk Navy Yard, will allow men to de- 
scend hundreds of feet under water (far be- 
yond the uttermost limit of any diver) and 
remain there for hours without danger or 
discomfort, exploring and photographing the 
strange depths of the ocean and its teeming 
life. The American Magazine gives an in- 
teresting account of the origin of the crude 
bag from which, after years of struggle and 
disappointment, has come the Williamson 
deep-sea tube that is now in a way to accom- 
plish such wonderful things. The tube has 
three essential features: it is large enough 
to let a2 man pass up or down inside it; it is 
strong enough to resist the pressure of the 
sea to a considerable depth, and is flexible. 
The present model is like a submerged Chi- 
nese lantern fifty or sixty feet long and three 
feet in diameter. 
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Good, Kan., 
Dec. 16, 1914. 


Mr. J. F. Burnett, 
Dayton, O. 
Dear Brother:—My 
wife and I each send 
you $5.00 on the call 
for one hundred to give 
$5.00. 
Yours truly, 
A. P. & S. G. Melstrom. 


-w mae Va , 
. Ae , 
2 & 
A good old preacher said to me, not many 
days ago, 


In the matter of collections you should go a 
little slow; 

We have too many of them now when souls 
are to be fed, 

And if you keep on talking them, you'll 
find our churches dead; 

I turned at once unto my books and looked 
up what he’d done, 

And found that on the giving line, his record 


thusly run: 

For A. C. C., one dollar nine, for education 
blank, 

And all his other offerings were found in 


that last rank. 
I thanked him for his kind advice and wish- 
ed for him protection, 
But told him he should change his m‘nd, 
and take up the collection. 
JEDEKIAH. 


JEDEKIAH’S LAST CONVENTION 
' LETTER 

My Dear MR. REMINDER:—Just one mo- 
ment more, as the preachers say when start- 
ing in upon their last fifteen minutes ram- 
ble, and I shall have told you all I can about 
that great Convention. 

But in justice to myself I think, I should 
tell you how I came to write so much. Writ- 
ing, my dear brother, is very much like any 
other intoxication; you never start out to do 
it. Let me urge you to never take the first 
step, for once you begin there is no telling 
where you will end. As I looked upon the 
many who had written and had become fam- 
ous, I said to myself that no such a fate 
would befall me; that I would forever, and 
longer, too, avoid the dissipation, but in a 
moment when I thought not I fell a victim 
to the habit, since which time there has been 
no hope of my recovery, though at times, I 
have lucid moments. My friends have done 
all they could to prevent the dreadful calam- 
ity, but after repeated efforts they have 
sadly turned away, saying there is no hope. 

Writing has made me happy at night when 
I should have been asleep or at prayer-meet- 








ing, but in the morning there was the head- 
ache and the prostration. 

Friends have forsaken me, enemies have 
rejoiced over my recklessness, our great and 
good editor has sought to improve my style, 
our genial agent has pointed out my mistakes, 
the proof-reader has followed copy, the print- 
ers have smiled at my blunders, the thought- 
less have praised my exalted literary tone, 
and yet I rush on, seemingly without shame, or 
fear of penal or reformatory imstitutions. I 
have had but one hope, and that was that 
where smiles once grew they would grow no 
more forever, but that frowns and tears and 
sorrow and sadness and suspicion might grow 
most profusely in the field where the beau- 
tiful smiles laid down and died. And now 
let us return and go back to that great Con- 
vention. 


The Sabbath Day with its fervent spirit 
and divine uplift had passed, but its sweet 
and tender spirit lingered as a loving benedic- 
tion as the Convention started in upon the 
strenuous duties of Monday. Monday was 
the last great day of the feast, and it must 
needs be that almost the entire day be given 
to business, and that, too, of a kind that 
challenged the alertness of the alert and the 
keen watchfulness of the practiced parlia- 
mentarian. 


Committees were to report. Commissions 
were to be appointed, officers were to be elect- 
ed, editors were to be chosen, unfinished busi- 
ness was to be completed, new plans were to 
be considered, the fragments of the feast 
were to be gathered up and everything made 
ready for our departure. I tell you, Brother 
Reminder, the Convention went through a 
day of business that kept it in a whirl from 
the opening to the close, but not a thing 
was slighted, not even the secretary, but 
everything was done decently and in order— 
that is, in order to get through that day. 


Now, Brother Reminder, every motion, ev- 
ery resolution, every report, the names of all 
the officers, and the names of all the commit- 
tees, and every other thing the Convention 
did that day will be fully and accurately re- 
ported in the Christian Annual for 1915, and 
as a friend and a brother, I would advise you 
to get one and read it for yourself. It would 
neither be expedient nor profitable for me to 
copy the proceedings in these well written 
and scholarly letters, when you can get the 
whole story for 25 cents in advance. Don’t 
forget the advance. 


One thing should be mentioned and that is 
that the Commercial Club of the city com- 
plimented the Convention on that fateful 
Monday afternoon with an automobile tour 
of the city and adjacent country, and many 
availed themselves of the glorious opportu- 
nity. 

Your highly esteemed brother auto have 
gone but he didn’t. He took a stroll all alone 
by himself and tried to collect his thoughts 
and fill his fountain pen for the final struggle 
of the day. It was said by some who took 
the tour to have been a restful and delight- 
ful experience. And another thing should be 
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mentioned, and that is the attention given 
the Convention by the press of the city. 

Never before, nor since, nor at any other 
time nor in any other place or nowhere else, 
has the Convention had such full and accurate 
reports of its proceedings in the daily papers 
as it did at Springfield. 

The reporters were persistent but not offi- 
cious. They somehow got hold of all the facts 
and put them into form fit for the eye of the 
most critical, and the readers of those great 
dailies could know if they so desired all that 
the Convention did. Brother Reminder, it 
has not ever been thus, and may never be 
“thus” again, but it was “thus” at Spring- 
field. 

In the evening of that last great day, the 
report of the Department of Christian En- 
deavor and the report of the Commission on 
Christian Endeavor were read, Rev. E. A. 
Watkins, A. M., D. D., the honored secretary 
for the department and chairman of the Com- 
mission on Christian Endeavor, had both re- 
ports well and properly prepared, but unfor- 
tunately for the Convention as well as for Dr. 
Watkins, he was taken ill and could not re-~ 
main for the evening session, but the Conven- 
tion secretary can read Dr. Watkins’ hand 
writing—since he got a type-writer—and he 
read the reports. 

The secretary for the department had done 
all and a little more than any one man could 
do in the field of Christian Endeavor, and 
yet the reports did not glow with the records 
of startling achievements—no fault of the 
department secretary, I would have you know 
—but sit down, Mr. Reminder, sit down, put 
on your spectacles and think. Think that we 
have more than thirteen hundred churches 
and fewer than three hundred Christian En- 
deavor Societies, There are fully one thou- 
sand of our churches that do not have Chris- 
tian Endeavor Societies. One thousand 
churches that are strangers to the blessing 
and service of an organization which has in 
it greater possibilities than the most san- 
guine has ever yet dreamed. 


It was on this last great day and shortly 
after midday, when Mr. Karl Lehmann gave 
us that stirring address on Christian En- 
deavor work which set our hope all aglow 
with possibilities, but let me tell you some- 
thing, Mr. Reminder, and I pray you, forget 
it not, forget it not, and that something is 
that the preacher who would have old people 
to preach too must keep his youngsters in the 
strait and narrow way, and that can’t be 
done by calling to them from a theological 
belfry on the Sabbath Day, and telling them 
that they must not, they must not, they must 
not, and that they must not. One or two 
statements in the report of the Commission 
made a lasting impression upon the mind of 
your upright brother. One was that the de- 
cline in Christian Endeavor is not general 
and the other was that in almost every case 
investigated it was found that Christian En- 
deavor grew up under the care and interest 
of pastors who gave time and attention to 
them, and that wherever societies had been 
and died, or where they had not been organ- 
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ized at all, the fault was found at the door 
of indifferent preachers. Let him that hath 
an ear to hear hear what the Commission 
said about the preachers. 

And now, Mr. Reminder, I must tell you 
of the closing hour of that great Convention. 
It was late in the night, not far from mid- 
night when the business was concluded and 
the parting realized. 

The retiring president in a few well-chosen 
and wholly appropriate remarks introduced 
the incoming president, who in his own char- 
acteristic way acknowledged the honor and 
proceeded to the closing program. Rev. 
Josiah G. Bishop, D. D., had been chosen to 
give the parting words and he did not disap- 
point us. 

In 1874, the Convention met at Stanford- 
ville, N. Y., and Rev. Dr. Bishop was there, 
and he has attended every succeeding Con- 
vention since that one. He and Dr. Martyn 
Summerbell, and Dr. Dunlap, were the only 
ones present at Springfield, whose names were 
recordedin 1874, Dr. Bishopreferred tothe fact 
that just forty years had come and gone since 
he attended the first Convention; he spoke of 
the growth and development which had mark- 
ed the pathway of its years; he insisted that 
God had led the way; that the men and the 
women who have been and who now are con- 
nected with the Convention had been and 
are now men and women of prayer; he coun- 
ciled the young men upon whose shoulders 
the burden is to rest to be much in prayer; to 
be men of faith and believers in the Book; 
to be loyal to the Church and advocates of 
its principles; to remain steadfast and un- 
movable in the doctrines of the fathers; to 
preach Jesus Christ as a Savior from sin; to 
make it the supreme purpose of their lives to 
lead men and women to the fountain opened 
in the House of David for sin and unclean- 
ness. I tell you, Mr. Reminder, it was a 
fitting close for a great occasion. 

Dr. Bishop is now beyond his fourscore 
years, but he is hale and strong physically 
and mentally and his soul is always over- 
flowing with the fulness of God. 

The happiness of his soul beams forth in 
his countenance, and every look shows how 
much he enjoys God and His service. 

In Dr. Bishop, even old age appears a de- 
lightful experience, and like an evening with- 
out a cloud the sun of his life is sinking, 
slowly sinking, and it may be that the Con- 
vention which he has served so long and so 
well may hear his voice and see his face no 
more forever. If I could say good things in 
a good way, I should say them of Doctor 
Bishop, and if I could say better things in a 
better way I should say them of Mrs. Bishop. 

Well, Mr. Reminder, when Doctor Bishop 
concluded his remarks, the Convention stood 
and sang 

“Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love,” 


and the brethren gave to each other the hand 
of Christian fellowship and Rev. Dr. Samuel 
led the closing prayer, the gavel fell, and the 
session of 1914 became history. 

The suggestion to give to each other the 
hand of fellowship came from Rev. John M. 
Manley, president of the Scioto Valley Con- 
ference, and many were glad to take others 
by the hand. 

At different times other items than those 
provided by the program were brought for- 
ward, and other speakers than those whose 
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hames were written thereon addressed the 
Convention. 

Rev. G. A. Conibear, D. D., presented the 
work of the church in Boston, Mass., among 
the Syrians, and other foreign-born people, 
and very greatly impressed his hearers with 
the importance and needs of his field. Miss 
Jennie Mishler, who spent several years in 
Porto Rico, gave a very impressive address 
in the interest of the inhabitants of that 
beautiful island, and we all felt that all too 
little had been done and was being done for 
our friends and neighbors in the Sunshine 
Land. 

And now, Mr. Reminder, I know I have 
sketched for you that great Convention very 
imperfectly. I have written wholly from 
memory and from the impression made upon 
me. I shall ever thank God that He spared 
my life to meet my brethren in Convention 
assembled and I shall ever thank my breth- 
ren for the kindness shown me. 

I would gladly write their names one after 
the other and speak the gratitude and ap- 
preciation of my heart were it fitting that I 
should, but it is not, so to one and all, I ex- 
press my thanks, and for one and for all, I 
shall pray. 

Most sincerely, 
JEDEKIAH. 





HOME MISSIONS 


Rev. 0. W. Powers, D. D., - - Secretary 
Dayton, Ohio 
DO YOU PRAY? 

The answer of the Church to the material- 
ism of the last century and the bewildering 
rush of world events at the present time, is 
a new emphasis upon prayer. - The churches, 
separately and unitedly, are calling their 
membership to prayer. The nations are ask- 
ing for prayer—not all of them for the suc- 
cess of their armies, for China asked the 
prayers of the churches that she might be 
able to order her government aright, and 
the United States in behalf of the nations at 
war, that the awful strife might cease. Pray- 
er is recognized as the key to the mission- 
ary situation. The Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America exhorts to 
prayer for a nation-wide and world-wide re- 
vival of religion. Our own leaders called for 
united prayer in behalf of our Convention, 
and the Convention by its action expressed 
its approval of united prayer for our mis- 
sion interests. 

The United Missionary Campaign, which 
our Convention has heartily endorsed, and 
in which our Mission Boards are actively par- 
ticipating, is placing great stress upon a Uni- 
ted Program of Prayer. As an aid to this, 
the little book, Thy Kingdom Come, has been 
prepared and sent out. It is a collection of 
prayers, with the Lord’s Prayer as the foun- 
dation, and voicing the world’s need in lan- 
guage of truest devotion. 

It is not expected that all Christians will 
use these prayers in their devotions, Some 
have been so trained as to make this impos- 
sible—a written or printed prayer seems to 
them no prayer at all. But even these will 
find the study of these petitions of great 
profit. For our prayers are so often selfish. 
We forget the great implication contained 
in the words, “Our Father.” How shall we 
make ourselves one in our prayers with all 
our brothers and sisters the world over? 
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The book begins with an exhortation to 
confidence in the coming of the Kingdom. 
Then follows a study of prayer as taught and 
practiced by Jesus, directing attention to the 
sacred record. A “Social Interpretation of 
the Lord’s Prayer” comes next, in which we 
are made conscious of some of the wider 
meanings of its wonderful petitions. Then 
come prayers adapted to “All sorts and con- 
ditions of men,” the study of which cannot 
fail to bring us into a more real fellowship 
with their needs and aspirations. 

Whether we find help in this little book 
or not, we must pray. We should be glad to 
pray. Why should we deny ourselves the 
blessing of prayer? And why should we 
withhold from the world that which is so 
clearly in our power to give? There are lim- 
its to our gifts of money, and time, and effort, 
but there is no limit to prayer. For the suc- 
cess of the mission cause, for the evangelism 
of our own land, for the speedy coming of 
the Kingdom, let us pray. 





Woman’s Missionary Departm’t 


(Please send items for this department to either 
Mrs. Alice M. Burnett or Mrs. Lulu C. Helfenstein, 
Dayton, Ohio.) 





DAY OF PRAYER 


Of the Federation of Woman’s Boards of 
Foreign Missions in the United States, 
Friday, January 8, 1915. 


The General Advisory Commission repre- 
senting the Federation of Woman’s Boards 
of Foreign Missions in the United States has 
appointed Friday, January 8, a day of united 
prayer for woman’s foreign missionary work, 
and suggests the following program to be 
used in union meetings in every town and 
city of our land. 

An invitation should be given through the 
Interdenominational Committee of the town 
to all woman’s missionary societies to meet 
in some central place for prayer. If there is 
no such interdenominational committee of 
women the Commission urges that one be 
formed immediately, representing women of 
all the evangelical churches. _ 

A leader should be chosen for the day, 
with four other leaders, one for each hour. 
If missionaries are available they may be 
given a brief time, ten or fifteen minutes, to 
present the needs of their fields, for which 
special prayer should be made. Charts and 
maps are illuminating. The topics for each 
hour should be written plainly upon the 
blackboard or large sheets of manila paper, 
unless printed topics are furnished. The 
hymns should be selected and announced by 
the leader for the day, who will also intro- 
duce the leaders for the hours. 

As this is a Day of Prayer it is not desir- 
able to have long addresses. Each leader 
will suggest and explain her topics and others 
may speak briefly of special needs in which 
they are interested. Let us remember that 
without intercessory prayer our work is in 
vain. Let every preparation be made most 
earnestly and prayerfully. Send notices 
widely and promptly. Secure women of faith 


‘and power for leaders. Provide all possi- 


ble information concerning the needs of for- 
eign lands. 

The hours to be observed are from 10 to 12 
a. m., and from 2 to 4 p. m. 


Topics for Prayer 


Prepared by Charlotte E. Vickers. 

General subjects for the day :— 

For nations at war. 

That the love of Jesus may overcome the 
strife. 

That the social forces may be recognized 
and made effective in Christian missions. 

“Christ for every life and all of life.” 

10 a. m.—Eph. 1: 15-21, Romans 12: 1-8. 


Prayer for peace, 
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Prayer for the Church at home; a deeper 
realization of responsibility and opportunity ; 
every member redeemed to have a part in 
giving: the gospel of peace through Jesus 
Christ to all the wortd. 

11 a. m.—lIsaiah 59:8, 11, 16; John 5: 1-9. 

Praise for the great company of women 
who publish good tidings. 

Prayer for the millions of Christian wom- 
en who are not interested in missions. 

Prayer for the young women that they may 
become a mighty force in this great work. 

Prayer for the “child in the midst” both 
at home and abroad. 

Box luncheon.—Luke 9: 13. 

2 p. m.—Isaiah 58: 6-12, Luke 7: 19-23. 

Processional of young women. 

Hymn: “Coming, coming, yes they are.” 

Prayer for evangelistic work in the mis- 
sion fields. 

Prayer for the 

Educational, 

Medical, and 

Industrial work, 

that through these social forces Christ 
may be manifest and souls won to Him, 
that efficient Christian workers may be 
trained, 

An offering, with special music, is sug- 
gested. 

3 p. m.—Consecration hour. 

Ephesians 3: 13-21, 1 Chron. 29: 1-9. 

A personal giving of oneself to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and His service of love. 

Prayer for a great quickening of true faith 
in the hearts of the workers on the field. 

Close with consecration hymn— 


“Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to thee.” 
Benediction. 
Motto.—Every woman in the church an 
actiye member of the society. Ye that are 


the Lord’s remembrancers, take ye no rest. 
—Isaiah 62:6, 7. 








EDUCATION 


Rev. W. G. Sargent, B. A., - - Secretary 
Providence, R, I. 





NOTICE 


The annual Meeting of the Educational 
Board of The American Christian Convention 
will be held in the chapel of The Christian 
Publishing Association Building, Dayton, 
Ohio, beginning at 9 a. m., Tuesday, Janu- 
ary 5. The session will be continued until 
all business that should come before it for 
decision has been transacted. All commu- 
nications for the Board should reach the 
secretary not later than Monday 4th. Ad- 
dress all matter not sent on the publication 
of this notice of meeting to the secretary, 
William G. Sargent, Christian Publishing 
Association Building, Dayton, Ohio, care of 
Rey. J. F. Burnett. 
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A CORRECTION 


In the issue of two weeks ago attention 
was called to the fact that the article “Chris- 
tian Education and the Progress of the King- 
dom,” included in the Educational Column 
some time since was not credited to the 
writer. The secretary regrets the omission. 
It was, as stated in that Heratp, written 
by Prof. A. G. Caris, of Defiance. The omis- 
sion, however, was not that of the secretary 
of the Department, but rests somewhere with 
the publishers. The name was included for 
the article, but instruction was given to omit 
it and insert in the title page of the pamphlet, 
in which form the address is to be published. 
For some reason instructions were not fol- 
lowed. Hence the omission. 

[Dr. Sargent is right. We really thought 
he omitted the name. When we missed the 


name we turned to the secretary’s note and 
found it missing. We turned to the manu- 
seript and did not observe the name, and 
missed it.—Eprror.]} 
2 2 
USES OF AN EDUCATION 
(From the Cleveland Plain Dealer) 

According to David Starr Jordan,. Europe 
is very much in earnest in this war. Every 
once in a while some college professor makes 
a surprising statement like this, which serves 
to show the advantages of the higher educa- 
tion. 

2 2 
LEGAL PROFESSION ATTRACTS 

Seventy-two of the seniors who will grad- 
uate at Yale this month have signified their 
intention of becoming lawyers. Thirty-three 
professions are represented in the list of 
chosen occupations, but the law is far in the 
lead. Business pursuits come next, being the 
choice of forty-three. 

Other chosen occupations are: twenty-eight 
manufacturers, fourteen physicians and sur- 
geons, thirteen bankers and brokers, twelve 
scientific farmers, ten clergymen, ten engi- 
neers, and eight journalists —Young People’s 
Weekly. 

2 2 

TRAINING FOR PUBLIC SERVICE 

The American Political Science Association 
is putting forward a plan to establish train- 
ing schools for public service. What the 
Association has in mind, says the New York 
Evening Post, is the utilization of our uni- 
versities for definite instruction and experi- 
ence in public work, ranging from account- 
ing to diplomacy. This training may be pro- 
vided in special courses, in field work, in 
graduate schools of public administration 
corresponding to graduate schools in medi- 
cine, and in institutes of governmental 
and social research corresponding to in- 
stitutes of industrial research. After 
suggesting that a degree, newly estab- 
lished for the purpose, might even be 
given for the completion of such a course, 
thus giving an additional incentive to the at- 
tainment of proficiency in public service as a 
profession, the Post continues: “Not a little 
effort is already being put forth in this di- 
rection. Columbia has her Richard Watson 
Gilder Fund for the Promotion of Good Citi- 
zenship, which provides two fellowships or 
more for capable students who wish to in- 
vestigate political and social conditions here 
or abroad. New York University is coop- 
erating with the city in various ways for the 
benefit of persons in the service of the city, 
and also of undergraduates who are looking 
toward public work of one kind or another. 
But Wisconsin is the only large unit that has 
created a close connection between govern- 
ment and university. Four pages of Charles 
McCarthy’s book, ‘The Wisconsin Idea,’ are 
required to hold the names merely of those 
who are connected with both the university 
and the government of Wisconsin. The pop- 
ular notion that nobody who is not a Wiscon- 
sin graduate has any chance for office in Wis- 
consin rests upon a fairly large basis of fact. 
At the same time, this is not exactly what 
the American Political Science Association 
has in mind. These Wisconsin scholar-ad- 
ministrators may or may not have had spe- 
cial training for their public work. The 
chances are that they have had more than 
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the office-holders of other States, but the 
label they wear as Wisconsin men means no 
more than the training given by any good 
university.” But there can be no doubt that 
men of special training in this important 
branch of what is after all a highly special- 
ized phase of national life will be more and 
more in demand, and that the universities 
will appreciate their great opportunity to 
equip men for it—The Christian Work. ' 


2 8 


INDIAN STUDENTS TO ATTEND COL- 
LEGE IN LONDON 


Arrangements are being made at the re- 
quest of the Board of Education, for the en- 
trance to the London Day Training College of 
a limited number of Indian students. They 
will there take a post-graduate course in the 
art and science of teaching, and when their 
training is complete they will spend a year 
teaching in London schools without pay, un- 
der the supervision of a Board of Education 
inspector. This is probably the beginning 
of a big effort on the part of the Indian gov- 
ernment to provide for the training of teach- 
ers in India. These young people will go 
back quite familiar with English methods of 
education and capable of training native 
teachers for that big effort toward popular 
education in India which was announced by 
the Indian government some time ago. In- 
dians have long come to England to be train- 
ed for the law and for, medicine, but this is 
the first time, so far as we know, that an 
organized effort has been made to train In- 
dians in England for the work of primary 
education.—The Christian Work, 
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FOUNDER’S DAY 


Founder’s Day comes regularly on the 26th 
of November, the birthday of Francis As- 
bury Palmer, our principal benefactor; but 
as this year the 26th was Thanksgiving Day, 
when a number of the students might chance 
to be elsewhere, Pres. Summerbell took the 
chapel period on Wednesday, the 25th, to give 
a sketch of Mr. Palmer and his career. His 
life was traced from his early home in Bed- 
ford, Conn., through his early struggles in 
New York City, his business life, his interest 
in the Church and various schools and col- 
leges. Particular mention was made of his 
munificent gifts to this seminary. 

The students generally down to the young- 
est among them gave careful attention and 
will now realize more thoroughly how much 
they owe to the memory of their good friend, 
Mr. Palmer.—The Starkey Seminary Monthly. 

2 2 
PALMER COLLEGE 
ALBANY, Mo., December 25, 1914. 

The appeal sent out to our brethren asking 
for missionary books for the Christian En- 
deavor Missionary Library ‘of the college, 
is meeting with a good response. Already 
a number of very valuable books have been 
received. Some are sending checks to aid 
the work along. Keep it up, brethren, we 
have room for several more good works on 
missions, either Home or Foreign. 


The following persons have either sent 
books or checks: Mrs. E. A. Trine, LeGrand, 
Iowa; Mrs. Alice Hawbecker, LeGrand, 
Towa; Rev. J. W. Piper, LeGrand, Iowa; Rev. 
S. M. Milholland, Orient, Iowa; Rev. J. G. 
Bishop, Dayton, Ohio; Rev. Clarence Defur, 
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Frankfort, Ind.; Rev. Simon Bennett, Rifle, 
Col.; Miss Ola Brock, Greenville, Ohio; Mrs. 
M. W. Borthwick, Cleveland, Ohio. 

We have been busy through the vacation 
cataloging the library. During the past sum- 
mer over three hundred volumes were placed 
ou the shelves. We are especially in need 
of late works in philosophy, science, sociology, 
psychology, and ethics. We have the old 
Daniel I. Pike bound volumes of THE HERALD 
or GosPEL Liperty, beginning with the 1828 
edition. Several of the volumes are missing. 
We have some duplicates, and would like 
to exchange these for some of the missing 
volumes. Our work here can be materially 
helped by donations for the library, especial- 
ly along lines as suggested above. 

Sincerely, 
Kk. A. WATKINS. 
3% 
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THE YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN 
ASSOCIATION 

The Young Men’s Christian Association 
has elected the following officers for the year: 

Paul Napoleon Haskins, President, 

Earle A. Bassett, Secretary. 

Marshall W. Hook, Treasurer. 

The Association has decided to take up 
systematic Bible Study at its Thursday even- 
ing meetings. Dr. MacCalman, as heretofore, 
is very helpful to the Association by attend- 
ing its meetings, leading the study class and 
giving needed advice, All the year so far the 
attendance at the Thursday evening meetings 
has been unusually large and the boys have 
been showing interest in the work. All in all 
the prospects for the Y. M. C. A. work are 
very hopeful indeed.—The Starkey Seminary 
Monthly. 








SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Rev. Walton C. Wicker, A. M., Litt. D., Sec’y 
Elon College, N. C. 





Lesson for January 10, 1915 


DEBORAH AND BARAK DELIVER 
ISRAEL 


Judges 4: 4-16 

Timc—B. C. 1365-1325. 

Places—Ramah, Bethel, Kadesh-Naphtali, 
Mount Tabor, Plain Esdraelon, ete. 

Golden Text—The righteous cried, and Je- 
hovah heard and delivered them out of all 
their troubles.—Fs. 34:17. 

Principle—‘The Lord is our helper.” 


Daily Readings 

Monday, Jan, 4—Deborah and Rarak De- 
liver Israel.—Judges 4: 4-16. 

Tuesday, Jan. 5—The Song of Deborah.— 
Judges 5: 1-22. 

Wednesday, Jan. 6—Abram Delivers Lot.— 
Gen. 14: 11-24. 

Thursdays, Jan. 7—Jehovah Delivers the 
Israelites—Exod. 14: 15-25. 

Friday, Jan. 7—David Rescues His Peo- 
ple.—1 Sam. 30: 16-25. 

Saturday, Jan. 8—Jehovah Saves Jerusa- 
lem.—lIsa. 57 : 26-36. ; 

Sunday, Jan. 9—Jehovah the Deliverer.— 
Isa. 59: 9-21. 


Introduction 


In last lesson we had a general statement 
of the generally disturbed condition of the 
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Israelites under the Judges. We learned 
that so long as Israel was faithful to Jehovah 
they were prosperous and so soon as they 
became idolatrous they suffered. 

In this lesson we have an account of the 
deliverance of Israel from the oppression 
of the Canaanites through the inspiration 
of the prophetess Deborah. 

The Scripture connecting last Sunday’s les- 
son with this recounts how Israel was saved 
from the oppression of the inhabitants of 
Mesopotam’a by Othneil, who was one of the 
Judges; and also from the Moabites by an- 
other Judge named Ehud: and from Philis- 
tines by Shamgar, a third judge. 

The great principle that we should keep in 
mind throughout our study is that when 
Israel suffered defeat and oppression, it was 
due to unfaithfulness to Jehovah; and that 
deliverance always followed repentance and 
obedience and loyalty to the true God. 


Comments 

Deborch, a prophetess.—It was unusual for 
a woman to act as a judge among the He- 
brews. She became so stirred with the condi- 
tion of Israel that she was moved to under- 
take to inspire them with her vision of their 
needs. She knew that it was vain to look for a 
prophet to inspire them as she watched with 
indignation the scene of their fear, or their 
slavish participation in the heathenish rev- 
els. ‘This passion, this vision that stirred her 
own heart she used as stimulous to awaken 
a new vision in the hearts and minds of her 
people. Wife of Lapidoth.—*Torches or light 
fiashes.” She judged Israel.—She acted as a 
judge in disputes. There were no courts, 
but d fferences were settled by persons re- 
puted to have wisdom. Public opinion would 
enforce such decisions. Diwelt under the 
palm tree.—er court of judgment was un- 
der the palm tree. In cities these courts of 
justice were held at the city gate. Ramah. 
—Five miles north of Jerusalem and about 
six miles from Bethel. These cities were in 
the territory of Ephraim which soon gave 
the name of Mount Ephraim to the great 
mountain range. 

She sent and called Barak.—When the 
critical time was reached, she had already 
selected the right man to act as general for 
the war. Kadesh-Naphtali.—Now called Ka- 
desh, located five miles northwest of Lake 
Huleh, It stands on a rocky spur of ridges, 
overlooking ,green basins. J/ath not the 
Tord . .. . commanded?—A question ex- 
pressing the strongest possible affirmation. 
Draw toward.—Go in small companies, one 
after another, so as not to attract undue 
attention, or to arouse suspicion. Mount 
Tabor.—A mountain on the plain of Esdrae- 
lon, now called Jebel et-Tor. From Mount 
Tabor there is an extensive view of the plain 
of Esraelon, which from the time of Deborah 
and Barak has been the battle-field of na- 
tions. Naphtali. ... Zebulwn.—These tribes 
probably suffered most in war, because they 
were nearest the field of battle, they were 
summoned most readily by Barak whose 
home was near there, in Naphtali. 

I will draw.—All good human governments 
as well as God’s government draw oppressors 
to defeat and the good to victory. God must 
ultimately triumph, and war shall cease, and 
peace shall reign. River Kishon.—This river 
is next to the Jordan in importance in the 
land of Israel. It drains the great plain, flows 
parallel to Carmel, empties into the sea at 
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Haifa. Jabin.—King of the Canaanites. 
Chariots.—The Hebrews had no war chariots, 
for chariots could not be used on the hills; 
but on the plains when the ground was firm, 
they could be used and are supposed to be 
practically irresistible by the Hebrews. Mui- 
titude-—Mixed host which constituted Sis- 
era’s army. J will deliver—A promise from 
Deborah to Barak that God should be victor- 
ious. Barak said.—This great general recog- 
nizes in Deborah the representative of God, 
and that her presence insured success of his 
cause. She said—She answers that she will 
go with him, but forewarns him that the 
glory of the victory will fall on him, but to 
a woman. Sell Sisera into the hand of a wo- 
man.—The victory will be ascribed to Deb- 
orah rather than to Barak, and Sisera will 
fall by the hand of Jael, the wife of Heber. 
Zen thousand men at his fceet.—There will 
be that number following after him as their 
leader. 

Sisera ... . chariots .... people—The 
king of the Canaanites hears of the rising, 
and Sisera, his chief captain, with an im- 
mense host of dreadful infantry and cavalry 
make their way southward and encamp on 
the lower side of the plain of Esraelon. 
Haroshet.—Supposed to be on the west end 
of the plain of Esdraelon. Sisera moves out 
from Harosheth along Kishon beneath the 
ridge of Carmel, and crossed the Kishon and 
advances on the Hebrews. 

Up.—tThe signal of attack given by Deb- 
orah to Barak. The poorly armed Hebrews 
bravely poured down from the mountains to 
rush on the chariots of the enemy. which 
were dawn up below ‘n the plain. Lord 
gone out before.—lIt is supposed that a severe 
storm was used of the Lord by which the 
Kishon was converted to an overflowing tor- 
rent which softened the land so that it was 
impossible for the chariots to pass over it. 
Discomfited.—Threw them into disorder and 
confusion and made them go pell-mell to- 
gether chariots against chariots, and horse- 
men and footmen thrown into wild confusion, 
Sisera fied.—The day was hopelessly lost to 
Sisera, and nothing remained for him to do 
but to try to escape with his life. Not a man 
icft—Not a single fugitive lived to reach 
safety within the walls. We are not told 
that the city was taken, and we may infer 
that it was not. 

2 & 
A GREAT CAMPAIGN 

The Ohio Sunday-School Association is pro- 
moting a campaign of vital importance to the 
churches and Sunday-schools of Ohio. The 
slogan is “Every one in the community a 
member of some department of the Sunday- 
school, and every member of the school in the 
preaching services; and all for Christ.” The 
campaign is to begin February 1, and continue 
to Easter Sunday, April 5, concluding with a 
“Decision Day” effort in both Sunday-school 
and church. 

Brother Pastor, we want to help you. Will 
you not cooperate with your superintendent, 
organize your forces, conduct a “Home Visita- 
tion” day, and push the battle to get people 
into both the school and the church? We be- 
lieve it is possible to obtain splendid results 
from this campaign. Speak to your superin- 
tendent. Line up the forces. Push the cam- 
paign. You are sure to win. 

J. D. Dartine, General Secretary. 

104 N. 8d St., Columbus, Ohio. 
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NEW ENGLAND LETTER 


The Christmas Festival—When this ap- 
pears to many of our readers, the Christmas 
festival of 1914 will have become a thing of 
the past, but at this writing, here in New 
England as elsewhere, the celebration of the 
festival is the outstanding fact in the thought 
of the people. The business world has taken 
possession of the Christmas sentiment. Here, 
as elsewhere, “trade follows the church,” re- 
ligion is the precursor of commerce. The 
duty still remains for the Church to save the 
Christmas idea from being degraded to a 
mere thing of the world, worldly and vain. 
It is ours to project into the thought of men 
the real significance of the Christ birth and 
endeavor to secure the holy recognition of 
what the Christ represents, 

But how shall we celebrate Christmas this 
year? Is it possible for us to have a “merry 
time?” With the awful desolation and colos- 
sal tragedy in which so much of the world 
is submerged these days, with so many mul- 
titudes of homes wrecked and ruined, on ac- 
count of the war in Europe, how can it be 
possible for any of us to be really joyful? 
What a mockery seems the song of “peace on 
earth and good-will among men.” 

And then the wickedness of this war is the 
hideousness of the situation. The reports 
that have been coming to us of happenings 
in connection with the war have been of such 
a horrible nature that we have refused to 
credit them; it has seemed incredible that 
such things could be among men who have 
even heard of Jesus Christ. 

But the many voices and testimonies as to 
atrocities committed on the Belgians, on help- 
less women and children, are so strong that 
we are compelled to accept them as suggest- 
ing things too terrible to contemplate. There 
certainly must seem to be a day of reckon- 
ing for all this iniquity inflicted on help- 
less humanity. 

The American people are stirred to great 
generous impulses to relieve the terrible suf- 
fering caused by the war and its atrocities, 
but there is a tide of indignation arising 
against the Germans, that is suggestive of 
feelings of righteousness. At the regular 
meeting of Congregational ministers in Bos- 
ton recently, a vigorous resolution was adopt- 
ed, calling upon the government of our coun- 
try to protest against the atrocities commit- 
ted by the Germans in Belgium.- Speech 
after speech was delivered in scathing terms, 
denouncing the things that were done. As we 
listened to the burning words, it seemed as 
if the old time prophetic fire was being let 
loose against iniquity. Man after man de- 
clared he was not “neutral” on the matter, 
the unrighteousness was too flagrant and the 
call for justice too urgent. 

But over it all is the big black shadow of 
untold suffering, disappointment, bereave- 
ment, and yet fearful forebodings of what 
is still possible. 

And yet it is not for Christians to despair. 
When the Christ child was born into the 
world, the promise for peace and good-will 
seemed infinitely remote and _ the wildest 
dream, and yet Jesus grew to believe it pos- 
sible and urged men to cherish the hope. 

It is this faith, His faith, that “gives us 
the victory.” 

So at this Christmas time, if we may not 
be as hilarious in our festivities, we may 
just as surely celebrate the Christ idea and 
the .Christ child by cherishing the faith in 
Him and loyalty to His ideals and purposes. 

Conference quarterly meetings—The De- 
cember meeting of the York and Cumberland 
Conference was held, as scheduled, at Pine 
Point, Maine, from Friday to Sunday, 11-13. 
A combination of circumstances evidently 
prevented the attendance of the pastors, in 
a large measure, as well as many delegates 
from the churches. This was unfortunate, as 
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the church where the conference is held, is 
thus deprived of the inspiration that arises 
from the presence of visiting brethren and 
the cheer that accrues from the fellowship 
of workers in other churches. This is some- 
thing that is expected when the conference 
is invited to meet at the church, and the pass- 
ing of the session is the passing of the op- 
portunity. The session at Pine Point was 
planned to be evangelistic and the meetings 
were conducted accordingly. 

The services were conducted and the 
preaching was done by Revs. O. J. Hancock, 
Zebulin Knight, the pastor, who is supplying 
the church at Pine Point, Rev. Mr. Colby, a 
Congregationalist, and A. R. Webb. Though 
the attendance from other churches of the 
conference was limited, the services were 
mostly well attended by the people of the 
community and a delightful interest was de- 
veloped. 

The Sunday services especially were very 
good and we may hope that the church at 
Pine Point will take on new life because of 
this session of conference. The church has 
a good field and steps should be taken to 
encourage the brethren there to recognize 
their opportunity and properly care for the 
field. Bro. A. R. Webb, pastor of the Saco 
church, made it possible for himself to be 
there at the whole of the session, and was 
very active and efficient in service to make 
the meetings a success and blessing. 


We are very glad to report that the church 
at Agamenticus has regular preaching serv- 
ices Sundays this winter. Bro. Allen, a 
young man who is a member of the church 
of which Bro. Knight is pastor, is preaching 
at Agamenticus. Bro, Allen has spent some 
time at Defiance College, but this winter is 
attending school at North Berwick. It was 
our privilege to encourage him to give him- 
self to this work at Agamenticus and we be- 
lieve that he will prove himself a blessing 
to the people. They are enjoying his minis- 
trations and the work is prospering. Bro. 
Allen expects to fully prepare himself for the 
ministry and we are counting on his help 
for the cause in general. The rural churches 
are fruitful fields for recruits for the minis- 
try and our country fields deserve our best 
thought and sympathy. In many spheres of 
life the men who are safe and wise leaders, 
were reared in the rural districts and re- 
ceived their religious impulses and ideals 
from the rural churches. 


The church at Emory’s Bridge has been en- 
joying a season of refreshing and souls have 
been finding their way into the Christian 
life and consecration. This hasbeen devel- 
oped under the preaching of Bro. Knight at 
regular services. Sixteen conversions have 
taken place and a very interesting and sug- 
gestive feature of these experiences which 
made a distinct impression, was this: Follow- 
ing a Sunday when a young man arose and 
made the confession of Christ, the next Sun- 
day his mother made the confession and 
the next Sunday but one, the father followed 
their example. We can well imagine the 
joy in that home and the inspiration to the 
church as well as the effect upon the. com- 
munity. The church at Emorys Bridge and 
Bro, Knight are to be congratulated on these 
blessed results and experiences. May these 
new converts be wisely trained in the great 
life and work to which they have committed 
themselves. 


Although Bro. O. J. Hancock is not at the 
present time in the active pastorate, he re- 
tains a very lively interest in the work of the 
churches and gives his aid as opportunity 
offers. He was present at the recent quar- 
terly at Pine Point, and preached as well as 
assisted in every way he could. If our 
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churches in the vicinity of his home at Old 
Orchard, only realized it, Bro. Hancock 
might often help them, as it is his joy to coop- 
erate in the work of the Kingdom whenever 
he has opportunity and according to his 
strength. 


The December meeting of the Rhode Island 
and Massachusetts Conference was held on 
Thursday, the 17th, at North Dartmouth. 
This is a delightful suburb of New Bedford 
on the main line to Fall River and easy of 
access for most of the churches in this con- 
ference. The church at North Dartmouth, 
though not large, is one of the best because 
of its enterprise and activity and loyalty in 
connection with our general interests. At 
present the church is ministered to by one of 
the licentiate members of the conference, Bro. 
Kidd, who lives in Fall River, and is thus 
well located for this service. The church 
building is comparatively new and is a pleas- 
ing and convenient edifice. The attendance 
at the quarterly meeting, though good, was 
scarcely what it should have been, consider- 
ing the location and also considering the pro- 
gram. In this conference, it is the custom 
to devote the December meeting to the sub- 
ject of missions, and this was the theme of 
this meeting. The first address of the ses- 
sion was by the Field Secretary on this 
phase of the work as applied to New Eng- 
land. He has spoken several times on this 
theme and perhaps may have had nothing 
new to present, yet it was profitable to re- 
view the ground again. Rev. C. E. Fockler, 
pastor of the First church at Fall River, 
spoke on the Factors of a Missionary Church, 
and in his address he showed that some of 
these factors were Spirituality, Prayer, In- 
telligence, and Leadership. 

A discussion followed in which these were 
emphasized and other features mentioned. 
This first session was introduced by a help- 
ful devotional service conducted by the pres- 
ident of the conference, Rev. J. W. Reynolds. 
The afternoon session was in charge of the 
Woman’s Board of the conference, and the 
first of the addresses was by the president of 
the Board, Mrs. BE. A. Chase, of Providence. 
The theme of the address was The Vision, 
and from the words in verses nine and ten 
of chapter seven in the Book of Revelation, 
she presented in glowing terms the fruitage 
of missions. 

This was followed by a report of the meet- 
ings of the Woman’s Board in connection 
with the Convention at Springfield, Ohio. 
This was given by Mrs. F. H. Peters, and was 
a concise and vivid picture of the Conven- 
tion meetings and Mrs. Peters succeeded in 
imparting some of the enthusiasm of the Con- 
vention itself. 

Rey. J.. A. Dillon then gave a sermon in 
which he spoke of the Triumph of the Church, 
and this was a fitting theme for the close of 
the program. The suggestion was made at 
the session that Mrs. Chase as president of 
the Woman’s Board and Dr, F. H. Peters as 
secretary of missions for the conference, 
would be ready to visit the churches of the 
conference and assist in the development of 
the spirit of missions and the larger efficien- 
cy in this work. The session was good and 
should have been enjoyed by a larger num- 
ber of delegates. The hospitality of the 
church was delightful, as it always is. 

There was an encouraging attendance of 
ministers at the conference, and the feeling 
was general that the session will be an abid- 
ing inspiration. 


South Westport, Mass—In connection with 
his work at this church, the pastor, Rev. G. 
H. Kent, has succeeded in interesting the 
people of the community to a fresh degree in 
their own life and work. Without much 
formality, he has formed a sort of Farmers’ 
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Club in connection with which ‘the people 
come together in the church and discuss mat- 
ters of common interest in the attitude of a 
common sympathy. A new interest has been 
developed in the work of the church as well 
as a deepened appreciation of the pastor and 
his work. Bro. Kent is showing himself a 
wise, as well as a wide-awake, pastor, in thus 
seeking to arouse his people to a fuller appre- 
ciation of their own life. He is catching the 
vision of the Church as the center and moth- 
er of all good and is keeping up with the pro- 
cession of the advanced workers in the line 
and company of such leaders as Dr. O. W. 
Powers. 

Bro. Kent is also finding a new interest 
and grip as well as affection in and for his 
parish at Westport. 


Rev. Albert Loucks has resigned his work 
, at South Portsmouth and will be available 
for another field in the early spring. 

Bro. Loucks is one of our faithful workers 
and is one of the men who in his spirit of 
consecration finds his joy in following where 
the Master seems to call. We commend him 
to the churches that are in need of pastoral 
care. 


Christmas at the Boston Mission—At the 
Neighborhood School, this year, it seemed 
best not to plan for a Christmas Tree in con- 
nection with the Christmas Festival, but we 
could not let the season pass without some 
recognition of the occasion, as the children 
especially would be greatly disappointed with- 
out something. So on the Sunday preceding 
Christmas day, Mrs. Goodwin and Mrs. Coni- 
bear had arranged for some little remem- 
brances. tokens of good-will, particularly for 
the little ones, and these were given to them 
as they were leaving the school, which came 
to them in the nature of a surprise and ap- 
parently gave them great pleasure. Most of 
the session of the school was taken up in 
singing and remarks to them by Mrs. Good- 
win and others, in which the significance of 
the Christmas festival was explained, 

These children and the work of teaching 
them become increasingly interesting, for 
there are present more and more indications 
of understanding and appreciation of the 
work and truth we are bringing to them. By 
pursuing the policy of only assigning to each 
teacher just such a number of scholars that 
can properly be instructed, we are enabled 
to come into close and sympathetic touch 
with each in the school, we can secure their 
attention, and find it possible to impart to 
them something of the ideas and ideals we 
have for them. It is not difficult to hecome 
interested in these Syrian children, for they 
are bright, wide-awake, and full of promise. 
They are active, restless, and some of them 
with but little discipline, but they are quick 
and eager to learn. 

They are not strangers, either, to our re- 
ligion, nor to Bible stories. We find them 
able and ready to answer questions as to 
Jesus and incidents of His life. 

The great opportunity is to acquaint them 
with the real significance of the gospel of 
Christ, particularly from the standpoint of 
our Protestant, American understanding and 
interpretation. 

This mission opportunity in Boston is the 
most appealing in its possibilities as well as 
in its needs. 

Who can come into contact with it without 
being stirred? 

The recent conference held here in Boston 
by representatives of different denominations 
as to the Syrian population in New England, 
has in it something of promise, that more 
adequate measures will be put forth to evan- 
gelize this interesting people in our midst, 
and this w'll likely eventuate in something 
more definite for Boston needs. 

To work with these people is to be gripped 
with a sense of their need, but also to be 
drawn to them with an affectionate devotion 
and a great hope for them. Our Christmas 
service, though simple, had a beautiful at- 
mosphere and the benediction of the Holy 
Ghost seemed to rest upon us. 

The testimony of the teachers in this work 
as to the joy of it, is emphatic and an inspira- 
tion. 
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The Chinese School—It has been custom- 
ary for this school to hold a Christmas gath- 
ering all its own and so we planned to cele- 
brate this year. This was scheduled for 
Monday evening, the 2ist, and although the 
day opened with a fall of snow which later 
turned to rain, deluging Boston streets, so 
that walking became almost impossible, our 
meeting was held. It took the form of an 
“informal” social and proved a very delight- 
ful occasion despite the handicaps of weath- 
er, etc. Music, vocal and instrumental, read- 
ings and recitations by little Miss Dorothy 
Farrell, and “talks” occupied the time for 
an hour or more and then refreshments were 
passed. 

One particular feature was an address by 
Mr. Goon, of New Bedford, a Chinese, who 
was present and spoke intelligently in Eng- 
lish, of the significance of Christmas and 
Christianity as illustrated in the customs and 
prosperity of. our country. It was an elo- 
quent testimony of the workings of the gos- 
pel in the life and heart of the Chinese and 
also was interestingly significant of the work 
done by the Chinese schools in this country 
in that they are leading these who come to 
us, to understand and appreciate the Chris- 
tian truth. Not a large number of the Chi- 
nese were able to be present at this social, 
but those that were there seemed to be happy 
and appreciative of the occasion. Generosity 
and appreciation seem to be distinctive fea- 
tures of these young men. They always are 
courteous and respectful in their bearing as 
well as attentive and eager to learn, but they 
always seem to be grateful for the efforts to 
help them. One of the special features of 
this Christmas service is the expression of 
their appreciation in the form of gifts to 
the teachers, and these are interesting in 
themselves as well as what they signify, of 
respect and appreciation. If the people that 
are afflicted and uncomfortable with race 
prejudice would only work for a time, trying 
to teach the different races the truths of the 
gospel, they would find these prejudices dis- 
solved and learn to see the common humanity 
in them all. Racial traits these are, each 
race having some distinctive feature, and to 
other peoples, these may easily seem to be 
objectionable’ but in the fundamentals of 
humanity they are all of one family and able 
to perceive and accept the great ideas that 
all humanity needs. The glory of the Chris- 
tian gospel is, that it seems to have these 
universal traits, answering to the need of all 
and adaptable to all. Missionary work is a 
peculiar privilege, it has a richness and satis- 
faction all its own. What a joy it is to learn 
to love all peoples in the name and purpose of 
the Christ and to see the workings of the 
Christ life in the various races. Their words 
of thanks are something, but the development 
of the Christian graces is more encouraging 
and inspiring. We could wish for all our 
people no more enriching gift than to wish 
for them the privilege and service of doing 
such missionary work. 

The Christmas season and the Christmas 
‘socinl” help the workers to realize the fine 
significance ‘of seeking to serve in the name 
of the Christ the peoples who have not 
learned of the blessed life. 
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Wolfioro, N. H.—The work at this impor- 
tant New Hampshire church is developing in- 
to its normal character and the church prom- 
ises to resume its power of leadership in the 
community. Thirteen persons were received 
into membership on Sunday, the 20th, eleven 
of these being young people received on con- 
fession of faith. The services were commem- 
orative of the Christ birth and the day thus 
became particularly auspicious for the young 
people to honor Christ, by publicly pledging 
their lives to Him and His service. 

This addition to the strength was prob- 
ably the result, not of special “evangelistic” 
services, but rather the result of ordinary, 
every-day teaching and training as to the 
meaning of the gospel. 

The Wolfboro church is to be congratulated 
on the leadership of Dr. Carlyle Summerbell 
as its pastor, and we rejoice with hoth pastor 
and people in the welfare of the church. Dr. 
Summerbell is a busy man, for in addition to 
his three preaching services on Sundays, for 
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some time now he has been assisting in the 
local academy, teaching classes, and of late 
the principal has been sick, and has called 
upon Bro. Summerbell for extra help. We 
only would suggest to him that he try to 
husband his physical resources so that he 
will be able to keep up the pace he is setting 
for himself. ; 


Rev. Thomas Cross, who has been doing 
such effective service for our cause and 
church at Eastport, Maine, has accepted a 
call to the Universalist church at Oakland, 
Maine. This is a distinct loss to us as a peo- 
ple for Bro. Cross is a vigorous preacher, 
original, industrious, broad-minded, with a fine 
appreciation of the position and principles of 
our people. It is the more pity to lose him 
from our pulpits for we need ministers and 
we need men of his stamp. He would have 
been glad to have served with us, but since 
the opportunity was not offered him, he en- 
ters the open door where he may preach his 
message, and the church and community at 
Oakland are to be congratulated on securing 
his services. We believe that he will preach 
them a good, sound gospel, and his labors 
will contribute to the upbuilding of the King- 
dom. 

The church at Pottersville, Mass., has ex- 
tended a call to Rev. J. E. Kauffman, of Lew- 
isburg, Pa., to become its pastor. The Pot- 
tersville church has a very promising oppor- 
tunity and whoever enters upon the work 
there, will have a growing field. 

Rey. J. A. Dillon has already moved to 
Fall River to enter on the work with the 
Bogle St. church. Under the labors of Bro. 
O. T. Headley, this church has had an intelli- 
gent preparation for Christian work on a 
broad and progressive basis for spiritual con- 
tribution to the community and Bro. Dillon, 
with his peculiar evangelistic gifts, comes to 
crystallize this training in -definite expres- 
sion. 





We are glad to be able to mention here 
that our Bro. E. L. Goodwin, who has been 
so seriously sick for several weeks, is slowly 
improving and is able to sit up a little. Al- 
ways keenly alive and sympathetic to all our 
general work as a people, it is one of the re- 
grets to him in his sickness that he is not 
able to devote himself with his enthusiasm 
to the interests and brethren that are so 
dear to him. He is always untiring to what- 
ever trusts are imposed upon him by his 
brethren, and labors to execute these duties 
with the utmost fidelity. The many friends 
will be glad to learn of his improvement in 
health and to know that we are hoping to 
soon see him as busy as ever with his helping 
hand. 

Gro. A. CONIBEAR. 

19 Garrison St., Boston, 


ILLINOIS 


Louisville, Dec. 26—Considering the icy 
and cold weather, we have fine services at 
Louisville. We are looking forward with in- 
terest to the coming of State Evangelist, Rev. 
H. G. Rowe, who comes January 20th. We 
are expecting a successful meeting. We are 
expecting the architect, Mr. T. R. Livengood, 
to be down the last two days of this month, 
to install the roller partitions and look after 
some other details. This brother has given 
us many favors. Wish that a great many 
friends would favor us with checks. I en- 
joyed Christmas day with my family. Com- 
pliments of the season to the Heratp family. 
—A,. H. BENNETT. 


Bone Gap, De. 25—The meeting at Hord 
closed with great success to a good part of 
the church, Weuather conditions were decid- 
edly against us. The meeting here at Chris- 
tian Temple has been peculiar. To begin with, 
the first night, the thermometer showed eight 
and ten below zero, and then Bro. Mann could 
only stay two nights until he was obliged to 
go home for a wedding and while there had 
a funeral, and conditions were such that he 
never returned. I kept on, and then the 
sleet came and caused us to not have meet- 
ing two nights. So we are still going on and 
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a faithful few are attending, and Christmas 
ig here, We hope to go on with the meeting 
till Sunday night, then close. There is some 
interest in the community. We hope to help 
Rev, E, C. Geeding, Tuesday after first Sun- 
day in January.—JoHN BAUGHMAN, 


Hindsboro, Dec, 22—I have just closed a good 
revival at Pierson, Illinois, under the pas- 
torate of Rev. S. Pr.ce. I have been in many 
revivals, but Brother Price is one of the best 
Christian men I ever worked with. Pierson 
is blessed with a fine lot of young people 
that are willing and ready to testify for the 
Master. The singing was fine, under the 
leadership of Brother Rose. I shall never 
forget Brother and Sister M.chael Erhardt, 
as I was entertained in their home. The 
Christian spirit in the home made my stay 
with them very delightful. May the Lord 
bless Brother Price and his people. To know 
them is to love them. They also have a 
splendid Sunday-school and Christian En- 
deavor. Brethren, pray for me, as I will 
begin a revival at Lane, Illinois, Sunday 
morning, Dec. 27, the Lord willing. I am 
praying that Lane may be moved for Jesus. 
—JOHN WESLEY MAHONEY. 


Tuscola, Dec, 26—The revival at Grand 
Prairie closed one week ago last night with 
sixteen accessions to the church. Many oth- 
ers were deeply impressed. I. fear it closed 
too soon. The weather was much against 
us, The church has been redecorated on the 
inside and an out-building for fuel, which 
add as much as five hundred dollars to the 
improvements. Churches should be as well 
kept up in appearance as the home, The 
Grand Prairie church Will have appropriate 
Christmas exercises, likewise the church at 
Tuscola. One accession to the church in Tus- 
cola at the last Sunday evening services. Our 
sympathies are with the church at Porter- 
ville in the loss of two of its members last 
week. Aunt Sarah Jane York, who passed 
away in a hospital, and Mrs. James Fawley, 
who resided in Marshall. Both were noble 
women, ‘We deeply mourn with Sister May 
Mosser of Atwood, for her husband, who 
passed away last week after an extended ill- 
ness. We always found a welcome in their 
home while pastor at Pierson for four years. 
May the New Year be a happy one to ye 
Editor, his associates, and all ye HERALD 
readers. We hope to meet you all in the 
sweet by-and-by.—I. M. HoeEL, 


Atwood, Dec. 8—Good reports have reached 
me from the Missionary Conference at Day- 
ton. I thoroughly enjoyed the opening ses- 
sion Monday evening, and the able address 
by Bro. Rowe. It would have given me both 
profit and pleasure to have stayed during the 
conference, but I had to pass on for a few 
days in Illinois before our departure for 
Rifle, Colo, Last Thursday we spent with 
my brother, Clarence, at St. Joseph, Ill., at- 
tending service at night with the Prairie 
Hope people. Friday we were at Bismarck, 
Tll., where we met many friends, and en- 
joyed a delightful social evening at the 
chureh. Bro, Freeman and wife were there, 
ready to open the series of meetings. Here 
in Atwood Bro. Harris and the other min- 
isters are engaged in union meetings. A 
good interest is manifest. May great good be 
accomplished in all these efforts for the ex- 
tension of the Kingdom. We leave to-night 
for the western field. I trust that the jour- 
ney may be safe and that we shall be useful 
in our new field. Quite frequently I hear 
good comment on THE HERALD. May it grow 
in usefulness ‘and power. The good news 
from THE HERALD is always welcome. I 
shall watch for its visits at Rifle. Success 
to every undertaking for our Lord.—Si1mMon 
BENNETT, . 


Olmey, Dec. 28—Just closed a twelve-days’ 
revival effort with the Antioch church. Bad 
weather and dark nights militated against 
the attendance, but each service was interest- 
ing and effective. During this meeting there 
was one renewal and seven coriversions—all 
uniting with the church. The church has 
been made much stronger by this short but 
splendid revival meeting. The new members 
are all adults, and every one of them is 


taking hold of the work with a zeal and 
spirit that betokens usefulness for them and 
added strength to the church. Mrs. Nash, 
of St. Lou.s, was with us in this meeting, 
and with her soul-stirring sermons and solos 
did a deep and gracious work. In many ways 
Sister Nash is the most successful evangelist 
that we have ever been associated with in 
revival work. Her work usually stands the 
test of time and trial. The church at Antioch 
greatly appreciated her service and was very 
loath to let her go; and really had she held 
the meetings another week or so, there would 
have been, no doubt, a mighty sweeping 
rev.val. The church made her a substantial 
offering for her valued services. She will 
assist us at Hidalgo in our revival effort, 
which we hope to hold, beginning Jan. 16. 
We are to hold special meetings with our 
Hunt City charge next. Will probably begin 
there about the first of January. Rev. 
Baughman is to help us in revival work at 
Bethsaida in February. Dr. Barrett, you are 
giving us an excellent paper. To us it seems 
that THe HERALD grows stronger and better 
every year. Your recently added feature, A 
Survey of the Horizon As Seen From the 
Editor's Window, is a most readable and 
interesting page. We hope you may continue 
this page and give us many good things from 
your gifted pen.—R. J. ELLs. 


Arthur—Our work in this field has been 
moving about as well as we could expect. 
We find plenty to keep us busy. In this we 
rejoice. Our meeting at U. C. Chapel con- 
tinued for two weeks. The results were 
good, meetings were spiritual, and the church 
much encouraged, with three added to the 
list. Brother Hoel did the preaching, with 
the old-time zeal. His sermons were helpful, 
and full of power. The work at Arthur is 
very encouraging; since coming here we have 
organized a missionary society. They meet 
once a week for work and once a 
month for missionary instruction. We 
have installed the Duplex System, and 
it: works like a charm. The first quarter 
all expenses were met, and a balance in the 
treasury. The first month in the second 
quarter shows an increase in receipts, so we 
are much encouraged along this line. The 
Christian Endeavor has been resurrected 
from the dead, and they now have about 
thirty active members. It is quite an in- 
spiration to be with them in their services. 
The Sunday-school will g:ve a Christmas en- 
tertainment, a part of which will be a can- 
tata, consisting of about forty characters: 
it promises to be something fine. We held 
our Thanksgiving service at the U. C. Chapel 
church, the first service of the kind in her 
history. The service was so impress've that 
they will doubtless continue the services in 
the future. They are also to hold their first 
Christmas entertainment this year. The 
country church is entitled to all the good 
things that belong to the church. Why not 
give it to them? At the last session of State 
Conference, a Commiss‘on on Missions was 
created. The members of this commission 
are the secretaries of missions in the district 
conferences, with the State Secretary of Mis- 
sions as chairman of the commission. As 
chairman of that commission, I would sug- 
gest that this is a splendid time to work the 
mission proposition. I would suggest that 
the secretaries of each conference write the 
different pastors that are holding revival 
meetings, and urge them to crystallize their 
work at the conclusion of the revival, into a 
missionary society; this will be the golden 
band that will help to hold their people to- 
gether and develop them into Christian work- 
ers for God and the Church. Brethren, God 
has given you and me this work to do, if we 
fail, who will do it? I earnestly pray that 
we may see the great need of doing this 
work, and that we may have grace enough 
to do it—G. D. LAWRENCE. 


INDIANA 


Veedersburg, Dec. 28—Rev. Charles E. 
Howard, pastor of the Christian church in 
Sterling, Ind., closed an interesting series 
of meetings Tuesday night. The revival be- 
gan December 6. The inclement weather 
prevented a large attendance but the atten- 
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tion was exceptionally good. Two were add- 
ed to the membership. Rev. Howard is also 
pastor of the church at Fountain, and he ex- 
pects to begin a protracted meeting at that 
place in January.—Cuas, E, Howagp. 


Fairmount, Dec. 23—Just closed a revival 
meeting at the Whetstone Chapel church. 
The members were wonderfully revived. 
There were twenty-three conversions and 
twenty-seven accessions, This is my first 
year at this place, but I found a people who 
were very loyal and willing to work. They 
united there efforts and did splendid work. 
I had the assistance of Bro. Ed. Smith. He 
is a man of power and filled with the Holy 
Ghost. My next meeting will be at the Pikes 
Peak church, Jan. 3. We are expecting vic- 
tory there. Ask the prayers of the Christian 
people for we feel the need of men and wom- 
en getting a real experience w.th God, that 
Christ may be lifted up in their lives. A 
Merry Christmas to all.—-J. E. McCorKHILL. 


Anderson—One of the greatest revival 
meetings held for several years at Whetstone 
Chapel was closed Sunday evening, Decem- 
ber 20. The meeting lasted three weeks. 
It was conducted by our able and faithful 
pastor, Rev. J. E. McCorkhill, of Fairmount. 
He was assisted by Rev. E. Smith, of Wells 
County, who proved himself a great help 
and a blessing to all, There were twenty- 
seven additions to the church, twenty-three 
of which confessed the Lord Jesus Christ 
as their Savior. Much good was done and 
the church received a spiritual awakening. 
We voted to hold mid-week prayer-meetings. 
We have a thriving Sunday-school, as well 
as a good Christian Endeavor Society. The 
young people seem to be very interested in 
the work for the Master. Pray for us, that 
the good work at this place may .grow and 
prosper.—Sytv1a STOTTLEMYER. 


Advance,. Dec. 21—I moved here from 
Lewistown, Ill, last September, and com- 
menced my labors as pastor of the Advance 
and Pleasant View churches. We have large 
enthusiastic congregations at both places. 
All seem to have a mind to work. We also 
notice that the men are much better to 
attend church and Sunday-school here than 
they were in Illinois. We found the church 
edifice here undergping extensive improve- 
ments, remodeled, and the additon of a 
splendid basement. The work was commen- 
ced in the early summer by my worthy pre- 
decessor, Rev. W. P. Kibby. The dedication 
will take place January 3, Rev. W. D. Sam- 
uel, D. D., officiating. We have been pleased 
to hear words of praise and commendation 
spoken of both my predecessor, Rev. W. P. 
Kibby, of the church here, and Rev. Fred. 
Chelan, of the Pleasant View church. We 
were pleased to have Rev. A. W. Cash and 
wife with us in two of our services at the 
Pleasant View church. Bro. Cash kindly 
consented to preach once for us, and he sure- 
ly preached an excellent sermon. I vis ted 
the Mt. Zion church two evenings during 
their revival services, and had the pleasure 
of hearing Rev. R. E. Emmert preach. Bro. 
Fmmert is a very promising young minister 
and is esteemed very highly by all the people 
of Mt. Zion. We are expecting to follow up 
the dedication of the church here with a 
ser’es of revival meetings. We very much 
desire the prayers of all the brotherhood. 
that we may have times of refreshing from 
the presence of the Lord; and many precious 
souls come into the fold of Christ.—Rosrn- 
son ASHBY, 


Lebanon, Dec. 22—I had the pleasure of 
assisting Rev. M. M. Wiles in a few days’ 
meetings at Prairie Chapel. While there 
were no visible results as to additions, yet 
we hope some good was accomplished. Rev. 
H. L. Bailey at the same time was in a 
revival of great interest at Mellott. Like- 
wise was Rev. Chas. E. Howard in a growing 
meeting at Sterling. Had a call to assist 
again at Sterling. but as we had already 
promised at Prairie Chapel, could not help. 
Rev. W. P. Kibby returned yesterday from 
Christian Liberty—had@ a good meeting, with 
large attendance. The bad weather is a 
great hindrance to revivals in the country 
this month. Several meetings have been 
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brought suddenly. to an end because of the 
storms and intense cold. We will begin here 
at Lebanon next Sunday, Dec. 27. Are hope- 
ful for good results. Everything points to 
a good meeting. Dr. C. H. Smith, one of 
the retired physicians of Lebanon, worsh:ped 
with us last Sunday (This he does often.) 
and presented a check for fifty dollars on 
the improvement of the church. This makes 
seventy-five dollars the Building Committee 
received last week from men who are not 
members of our church. Many people upon 
street and elsewhere congratulate us for 
the neatness and attractiveness of the 
ehurch building. Likewise also of the com- 
mendable efforts of Dr. Burnett at the re 
dedication. A glad welcome will certainly be 
extended to Bro. Burnett any time he wishes 
to return. Pray that God may bless us 
abundantly. May God bless you, Bro. Bar- 
rett, in your work as editor. THE HERALD 
seems to get better with each issue. Wishing 
you a Happy New Year.—A. W. CAsH. 


Tipton, Dec. 22—On November 8 I commen- 
menced a revival of two weeks at the Crook- 
ed Creek Christian church, near Logansport, 
with Rev. Z. McNew as evangelist. Brother 
McNew is a great theologian and preaches 
the gospel of repentance as necessary to sal- 
vation. Bro. McNew made many friends and 
will long be remembered by the Zood people 
of Crooked Creek as a man sent from God 
to proclaim the gospel of glad tidings to a 
lest and ruined world. There were three 
accessions, all of them adults, and they were 
among the best people in the community. On 
November 29, I filled my pulpit at the Bloom- 
ingsburg church in Fulton County. On the 
following Monday night Rev. Geo. D. Foster, 
of Tipton, came and stayed until near the 
close of the meeting, doing most of the 
preaching... Bro. Foster preached with pow- 
er and mightily convinced those who heard 
the necessity of the birth of the Spirit as 
the only avenue by which men and women 
may become members of the family of God, 
of which a part are on earth and the greater 
part are in heaven. The church was greatly 
rev ved during this meeting. There were 
twelve accessions. At the close of the meet- 
ing we organized a prayer-meeting which 
will be held every Thursday night, also an 
Endeavor Society, to meet on each Sunday 
evening. This church can boast of its Sun- 
day-school, which is on the upward march. 
Its estimable superintendent Bro. Will Deem- 
er, is the man for the place, as his whole 
life is swallowed up in this line of work for 
God and humanity. This is my first year as 
pastor at this church and I find the people a 
most congenial people to work with. On the 
fourth Sunday of January, I will begin my 
revival with the Center church, near Win- 
gate, Ind., with Rev. Walter Coe. evangelist. 
Brethren, remember us in your prayers, that 
we may have victory in Jesus’ name in these 
meetings, and that many souls may be saved 
by the power of an endless life—wW. P. 
NEWHOUSE. 


NEW YORK 


North Rush, Dec, 22—Several Sundays in 
the last two years, when the regular teacher 
was absent, I have done what I could to 
help the women’s class of the Sunday-school. 
The twentieth inst., the class gave me a very 
acceptable present as an expression .of their 
appreciation.—Mrs. IpA MOSTELLER. 


OHIO 


Fairview—Many hearts have been rejoic- 
ing in the Fairview church and community, 
over the greatest revival in the history of 
the church. The wonderful news of the 
great spiritual awakening has been spread- 
ing far and near. The services were con- 
ducted by our pastor, Rev. A. BE. Cortner, who 
has won much fame as “winning souls for 
Christ.” Despite the inclemency of the 
weather, the interest became intense and 
souls were being saved. The results were 
thirty converts and thirty-six additions to 
the church. The church has been wonder- 
fully revived, with visible results. The Sun- 
day-school attendance has been greatly in- 
creased, a Christian Endeavor Society has 
been organized, and prayer-meeting is being 
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An Album of Christian Ministers, 
Lay Workers, Churches, 
and Colleges 
TO BE PUBLISHED SOON 


This ALBUM is indorsed by the EXECUTIVE 
BOARD OF THE AMERICAN CHRISTIAN CON. 


We desire a picture of every Christian minister, 
living or dead. Can you give us a picture or cut and 
information for a sketch of some minister friend of 


We desire to make this a valuable album of pic- 
tures and sketches for our Christian homes. 
for information about inserting your picture. 


For further information address, 
G. R. HAMMOND, LeGrand, Iowa. 


Send 
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held on Wednesday evening of each week. 
We do not consider the revival work as being 
closed, but expect great results throughout 
the year. 

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 

Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.” 


—TRESSIE PUTERBAUGH. 


Sidney, Dec, 26—Not having seen a letter 
from the part of the field in which I am la- 
boring, I thought it would not be amiss to 
report our series of revival services at North 
Star Christian church at this time. We be- 
gan that series on Sunday, December 6, and 
closed on December 20, 1914. Good interest 
was shown by the brethren from the start and 
increased greatly as the series progressed. 
Brother L. W. Ryan assisted us during the 
week day and evening meetings and preached 
some soul-stirring sermons, which were lis- 
tened to and heeded in large measure by all 
who heard them. The membership of this 
church consisted of one hundred and thirty 
members, one hundred and twenty-one of 
whom are near enough to attend services 
regularly and most of them do so. To this 
number were added three new members as 
a result of these meetings. A great spiritual 
awakening also resulted, as should be, and 
the church, we feel, is in splendid condition 
for the work of God. The members have 
adopted the Duplex System of financing the 
church work and all feel that the future is 
bright for us there, Will the brethren pray 
that the undersigned, their pastor, may have 
the spiritual strength to carry on the work 
to the end that many souls may be born 
anew into His Kingdom?—S. M. Woops. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Everett, Dec, 26—Christmas over, and 
everybody well pleased, and much credit is 
due Mrs. Hoffman and Mrs. Zembour, who 
had charge of the children. The church gave 
its pastor and his wife an envelope contain- 
ing gold and silver. THe HERALD is growing 
better every day, and we are delighted to 
see the long strides towards Bible purity, 
which is much needed in the churches. There 
are many who think we ought not to stand 
too solidly against some kinds of sin, such as 
the saloon, the theater, etc., but I would like 
to know who will do it if the Church does 
not, and I would like to know if it is not 
the duty of the pastors to preach against all 
evil, or in other words, chop from the gospel 
block and let the chips fly where they will. 


I wish to say for our pastor that he preaches 
the Word, and is acquainted with Him who 
sent him to preach, and may God send us 
more who will stand up and say, “thus saith 
the Lord,” and not it might be so. I think 
that a man who preaches to please and tickle, 
is a fool in the hand of Satan, I mean the 
man that is afraid, and because he fears he 
will hurt some one’s feeling, preaches, but 
not the gospel which saith, preach the word, 
reprove and rebuke with long suffering and 
doctrine, for the time is coming when they 
will not endure sound. doctrine. I believe 
that it is the desire of every true man and 
woman of God that the day hasten when we 
will have a saloonless nation, and the poor 
drunkard reclaimed. Brethren, let us cast 
the ballot which reads NO SALOON. The 
work in our conference is hard (churches 
far apart), and much credit is due the min- 
isters who travel over the mountains and 
hills to preach the Word. It takes a strong 
man to stand the work, and especially in the 
winter and during revival meetings. The 
cry of the lost will go up against us if we 
don’t do our duty towards them, and all 
around us are men in sin, and they look to 
us for example, they expect the Church to 
go ahead in the fight against sin, and to do 
our duty as a Church, WE MUST, and do 
it now, for every moment’s delay means dan- 
ger and the souls of men are at stake. Woe 
unto us if we fail to do our duty.—H. W. 
Mowery, Corresponding Secretary. 


WASHINGTON 


I am at my daughter’s, sister of Mrs. F. D. 
Hutton, who attended the Springfield Con- 
vention from Idaho. I am here just on a 
visit. This is John’s River, where twenty- 
three years ago I organized the first Chris- 
tian church in this State. Here we built our 
first meeting-house. I went down to the 
church last Sunday to hear Bro. Grafton. 
How strange to look over that congregation 
—so few who were here when I first began 
to hold meetings. Only three charter mem- 
bers now living here. The rest have either 
died or moved away. In fact, I could only 
see five or six who were. here twenty-six 
years ago. I have just received a letter 
from Mrs. F. D. Hutton, telling me of her 
visit to Springfield and the American Chris- 
tian Convention, and the many she met there, 
many of whom I have often read of in THE 
HERALD, and a few of them I have seen, I 
have been a reader of THE HERALD since 
1853. I am enclosing Mary’s letter, telling 
me of her trip to the Convention. Oh, how 
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I wish I could have been there, but I, too, am 
far away and am getting too old to go so far. 
I will be eighty-two this winter, yet I am in 
fairly good health. Wishing you great bless- 
ings and the favor of God upon your labors 
for the old HEeRALp oF GOSPEL LIBERTY.—HAR- 
VEY FRY. 

[The following are extracts from Mrs. 
Hutton’s letter to her father, giving him an 
account of the visit she made to The Amer- 
ican Christian Convention, which will inter- 
est our readers, especially the many who met 
Brother and Sister Hutton in the Convention 
and elsewhere.—EDIToR. ] 

MARTINSBURG, IowA, Nov. 20, 1914. 

My Dear FatrHer:—In my last letter I 
told you all I could of the wonderful Amer- 
ican Christian Convention. I cannot tell you 
with pen and paper the joy it gave us to be 
there. It was a wonderful meeting. I praise 
the name of the Lord for giving us the oppor- 
tunity. I simply cannot tell it all, but if I 
live to meet you again I will not do anything 
else till I have told you all. I have taken 
notes and kept a program to enable me to 
tell you more definitely of the many good 
things we enjoyed there. You and I will 
have a convention when we meet. We re- 
mained one day in Springfield after the Con- 
vention adjourned, Then we went to Dayton, 
where we arrived quite late in the evening, 
but: we had no trouble to find the C. P, A. 
Building. We had our home in Dayton with 
Brother and Sister Bishop. You know we 
have long known of them through THE HER- 
ALD. The first evening we went to the Chris- 
tian church to prayer-meeting, and the next 
evening we went to the same church, and in 
the same room, and had a chicken supper. 
We tried to see as much of Dayton as we 
could. Brother Bishop showed us all through 
the C, P. A. Building, and saw them printing 
the Sunday School Herald, We were also in 
the home of Bro. J. P. Barrett, who, as you 
know, is the editor of our HERALD OF GOSPEL 
LiBerTy, I was also in his office. Bro. “Sam- 
mie,” as you always called him (Dr. Helfen- 
stein) was re-elected editor of Sunday-school 
literature; so hurrah for another four years 
of Sunday-school supplies. Let us not forget 
to pray for these men—they are carrying bur- 
dens for the denomination. Yes, and I can 
tell you that there is such a man as “Jede- 
kiah,” for I met him and his wife, too. We 
were in Jedekiah’s home, but he did look so 
tired at the close of the Convention. His 
wife is just fine. We had a fine time in Day- 
ton. We were invited to Dr. J. P. Barrett’s 
home for supper, and there were with us 
Brother and Sister Bishop, Sister J. N. Hess 
and daughter, Miss LuEmma, and Sister J. 
J. Summerbell. It does hardly seem possi- 
ble that I have seen and been with all of 
these friends. When I used to write to Sister 
Hess, I did not think I would ever be per- 
mitted to see her face to face. You know 
how we all appreciated Dr. Powers when he 
visited the work in Western Washington. He 
is just the same Bro. Powers yet. I met his 
wife. She is such a capable woman. When 
I attended the Woman's Board meetings and 
saw how they managed everything so well, I 
truly felt as though my corner was a very 
small place, but with God’s help I mean to 
shine in it, though it is small. But I must 
tell you of Sister M. T. Morrill. You know 
she is president of the Woman’s Foreign 
Board, and she is a noble .woman. She 
would make you think of Sister Goss. 

Well, we'surely never will forget our visit 
to Dayton. ; 

Since we left Ohio, we have been holding 
meetings in Iowa. We have just closed a 
meeting at Old Hopewell church. There 
were five conversions and a real old-fashioned 
shout. My husband is going to help Bro. 
Webber at Antioch, and after that we expect 
to start for Idaho—we hope to be home by 


Christmas. Pray for us. 
Your loving daughter, 
Mary. 
2 8 


OUR CANADIAN LETTER 
NEWMARKET, ONT., Dec. 26, 1914. 
The Christmas season has passed, but the 
pleasant home gatherings, the exchange of 
greetings, the joyous messages have left 
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pleasant memories which will not pass away. 
The Christmas message is one of. gladness. 
The angel said to the shepherds on the hill- 
side of Bethlehem, “Behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy.” Have we ever stopped 
for a few moments to consider how much of 
joy and gladness we have in our hearts to- 
day, because Jesus came—and came in just 
the way He did? How soon we become lost 
in meditation! 


Our Newmarket church has a fine choir of 
over thirty voices under the leadership of a 
thoroughly efficient and trained man, Mr. 
Walter IR. Stephens. Last Sunday evening 
they rendered most beautifully and impres- 
sively the Chr.stmas cantata, “J’he Adora- 
tion.” We were pleased to have with us for 
this occasion one of our principal tenor sing- 
ers, Mr. John Gadsby, who happened to be 
home for a few days on furlough. After en- 
listing last October, he made a trip to Arch- 
angle, Russia, in the White Sea, on a Cana- 
dian ice-breaker, The Earl Grey. He had re- 
turned to Canada and was fortunate enough 
to have a few days at home, before leaving 
as signalman on a Japanese warship. He 
told of his trip into the Arctic Circle and what 
he saw to our Sunday-school, which was very 
interesting. He reported experiencing a 
temperature at eighty-five degrees below zero, 
aud said that our Canadian winter was like 
summer compared with it. Our Christmas 
concert and entertainment was held at the 
church on Wednesday evening, December 23, 
when the auditorium was well-filled, 


The church at Little Britain was dedicated 
on Sunday morning, December 13. Rev. C. H. 
Hainer preached the sermon, and Prof. J. N. 
Dales, Rev. A. Henry, and Rev. Edgar Mor- 
ton, the pastor, assisted in the dedicatory 
service. Reports are that all the services 
preparatory and in connection with the dedi- 
eation, were very interesting, and the church 
there is much encouraged by the hopeful out- 
look from all sources. 


Mr. J. C. Purdy, of Keswick, preached very 
acceptably to the churches at Markham and 
Broughan last Sunday. Bro. Purdy is one of 
br ght young men and we believe he has de- 
cided definitely to enter the ministry and is 
planning to attend Defiance College next year. 

On returning from the Springfield Conven- 
tion it was my privilege in connection with 
Prof. J. N. Dales and W. H. Eves to spend a 
few hours at Defiance. After attending such 
an inspiring convent'on as we held at Spring- 
field, it would seem that one would be pre- 
pared for almost any achievement among our 
people. But I was not prepared for such a 
wonderful work as has been accomplished at 
Defiance. under President McReynolds in 
twelve years. The buildings, the equipment, 
the faculty, the students, the spirit, in other 
words Defiance College, is one of the most 
promising and inspiring enterprises that I 
have ever witnessed among our people. I 
almost wished I was a boy again, and ready 
to enter college. I feel quite sure where I 
would have registered. I think before I left 
I had decided where my boys and girl would 
get their college education, if not then, I have 
since I came home. The whole institution is 
strongly Christian Chureh. And that is one 
reason I like it. The faculty believe in the 
Christian Church—the student body is kept 
in an atmosphere that is Christian—and I 
feel sure every young minister that is turned 
out of Defiance College will stand by the old 
Church and most loyally give his life to build 
her up for the Master’s use. This is just 
what we have been in need of as a people. 
We cannot expect, unless it is born in the 
very nerve and sinew of a man, that he can 
be educated at a sectarian school or college, 
and still stand loyally by our cause, when so 
many tempting offers come from other denom- 
inations. This I am sure is one reason why 
we have lost so many of our ministers. But 
Defiance is first and last for the Christian 
Church—and Christian people within its 
zone, and even farther away, can send their 
sons and daughters there to be educated 
without fear of their losing their spiritual 
life or their interest in the Christian Church. 
This may not mean much to some. But to 
some of us,“narrow ones,” like myself, who 
thoroughly believe in and love the Christian 
Church, as we do our own home, it means 
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that a new day is dawning. I hope some day 
to be able to visit our other colleges which 
I understand are as loyal as Defiance, but 
having “seen and heard,” I want to say of 
Defiance that words cannot adequately de- 
scribe it. The beauty, location, equipment, 
efficiency, and spirit of the whole institution 
must be experienced personally to know what 


it is. WILLoe J. Hatt. 
% 2° 

EVANGELIST SUNDAY IN DES MOINES, 
IOWA 


LINDEN, Iowa, December 23, 1914. 

Drak Dr. BARRETT, 

Dayton, Ohio, 

Feeling that it would be of great interest 
to the readers of THE Heraxp, I will attempt 
to tell them something about the great revival 
services which have just closed in the city of 
Des Moines. It is looked upon as the great- 
est occasion in the history of the city. 

The meeting lasted just seven weeks, and 
the longer it lasted, the more people each 
meeting “hit the sawdust trail.” 

The total amount of conversions counted 
was about 13,000. 

The total offering for Mr. Sunday was 
$13,500.00. A little more than a dollar a 
head for the converts. The total amount of 
money taken in was $34,000.00. The one 
offering taken the last day for Mr. Sunday 
was $12,844.00. 

As converts are still coming forward in the 
churches, it is estimated that the number will 
reach 15,000 before the end of the year. 

So much for figures. I want to look at the 
work from the purely rel.gious standpoint. 
The so-called liberal churches of Des Moines, 
refused to cooperate with Mr. Sunday, I un- 
derstand because his preaching was sensa- 
tional. Well, it was somewhat. So was 
the preaching of Jesus. He garnished his 
verbal dishes with some pretty strong say- 
ings, but intelligent people do not object to 
good meat, because the dish is garnished. 
There was plenty of good meat. He preached 
a full gospel, a heaven for the believing, and 
a hell for the unbelieving. So did Paul, and 
Paul said: “If any man, or an angel from 
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you, let 
him be accursed.” Some of his language was. 
objectionable to a few very nice (?) people, 
but it is noticeable that that same class do- 
not seriously object to uncouth language, ex- 
cept when the preacher uses it. They foundi 
the same fault with Christ, 

Mr. Sunday is a “Fisher of Men.’ He did 
not bate for bass, when he wanted cat-fish. 
No one misunderstood his preaching, except 
his critics, who did not hear him. 

The revival inaugurated is more than State 
wide. Hardly a church in the State which 
does not feel the oncoming of the revival 
wave. 

About the class of converts? Well, they 
were representative of such people as make 
up the great State of Iowa. Editors, law- 
yers, judges, State and city officers, mer- 
chants, clerks, day laborers, and the common 
people of all walks of - life. Sometimes 
lodges and fraternal organizations were in- 
vited to attend in a body, and almost invaria- 
bly they surrendered in large numbers. 

People came from all over the State, and 
from other States. I do not happen to have 
the statement at hand, but if I remember 
rightly, Secretary Fellingham (Y. M. C. A.) 
stated that he had sent cards signed to thir- 
teen different States. 

It is estimated that 2,600 outsiders answer- 
ed the call of the evangelist. 2,500 were 
children, and about the same number were 
those who simply desired to rededicate them- 
selves. (Good.) 

As there are some people who think that 
good work cannot be done if the old doctrine 
is preached, I wonder what they think now. 
It was remarkable how earnestly Mr. Sun- 
day prayed for a thousand converts on the 
last day of the great campaign, and God 
gave him 1,300. 

I think the largest number professing con- 
version at any one meeting was something 
like 800. 

The tabernacle had a capacity of about 
12,000, and it was never large enough to ac- 
commodate the people, even when Mr. Sun- 
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day preached the ~ 2 e sermon twice in one 
afternoon and e' j, as he did often, ask- 
ing all who hea m the first time to re- 
main away to m pom for those who could 
not get in to tt t service, and when the 
second service came, still hundreds must be 
turned away. 

For seven weeks this seeming very common 
man held this city of a hundred thousand 
people spell-bound, and when the time came 
for him to leave for Philadelphia, the people 
followed him even to the starting of his 
train, still held under his matchless power. 

Personally, we have reached several con- 
Clusions. One is that Mr. Sunday is a man of 
God, and his great faith, and persistence in 
prayer. He frequently talke to Jesus, as if 
he were standing just at his side; but when 
he prayed, he prayed to the Father in Jesus’ 
name. 

Now, a word as to the secret of his success. 

First; he is a great organizer. That means, 
he knows how to get the people to work. 
That is of the first importance. 

Second ; he dictates in a measure, how they 
shall work. I do not mean as to what they 
shall say, but the Methodist for the time of 
the meetings must forget his methodism, the 
Baptist his baptism, and so on. In other 
words, he demands that all the religious peo- 
ple shall come together simply as Christians. 
Isn’t it queer that all the great union revivals 
are conducted exactly on the plan of the or- 
ganization of the Christian Church? Ever 
think of it that way? 

When a city or community wants to save 
the people of that place, they vote denomi- 
nationalism a failure in their very act, and 
all meet simply as Christians, and then the 
Lord keeps His promise, and pours them out 
a blessing more than there is room for. 

Third: Money, money, money. The first 
thing before Mr. Sunday would agree to 
come to Des Moines, was to ask the good peo- 
ple of the city to put up a guarantee of 
$25,000.00, which sum had to be enlarged, be- 
cause of so many people who wanted to share 
in it. This was not for Mr. Sunday, but for 
the incidental expenses of the campaign. The 
people gave largely, and so did God. (Les- 
son. Don’t deal with God as you were deal- 
ing at a ten cent store.) Too often a church 
says, “If God would just give us a great re- 





vival, we would do so and so.” He will never 
do it. His way is for you to “Bring all the 
tithes and offerings into His house (first) 
and see if He will not pour you out a bless- 
ing.” He never disappointed yet. 

Fourth: Mr. Sunday was absolutely free 
from any thought whatever about finance. 
Lesson. Give your minister enough pay so 
he can give himself absolutely to the work 
of the ministry without having to think 
about money, and he ought to be a power, or 
get out of the ministry. 

Fifth: He had no thought of which church 
his converts would go to. When the relig- 


ious world ceases to be sectarian, and helps . 


to answer the prayer of the dying Christ, 
“That they all may be one as we are,” the 
world will be speedily won to Christ. 

Sixth: What we need in religion, is as 
much sense as we commonly use in business. 
Mr. Sunday gave his “Body a living sacri- 
fice.” He gave all there was of him in each 
service. He was completely wrung out at the 
close of the sermon. We do that in business 
in order to succeed. The same thing will 
bring success in religion. Oh, that we were 
as wise in the things of God as we are in the 
things of the world. We say, God bless Mr. 
Sunday and his workers, everywhere he goes, 
and may he be spared many years yet to 
work for the salvation of lost souls. 

E, E, BENNETT. 

Linden, Iowa. 
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FIELD SECRETARY INDIANA STATE 
CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE 

Owing to steady growth and development 
of the cause of Christians throughout Indi- 
ana the matter of a Field Secretary was giv- 
en careful consideration at recent session of 
Indiana State Conference, held in Winches- 
ter. 

It was deemed prudent to leave the matter 
in hands of, and at discretion of, State Pres- 
ident, Rev. W. H. Martin, Darlington. 

Our enterprising, aggressive pastors and 
laymen throughout State are cordially in- 
vited to correspond and cooperate with Pres- 
ident Martin in carrying forward to success- 
ful issue this very important matter. 

We now have throughout Indiana capable, 
conscientious, aggressive young men in the 
main, as pastors of our churches, and they 
should see to it, that the work committed to 
their hands shall have the fuilest measure 
of their consecrated ability in furthering the 
interest of the Kingdom of God. 

R. H. Gort, 
Secretary Indiana State Conference. 

1665 Columbia Avenue, 

Indianapolis, Indiana. 

December 22. 1914. 
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MISSION 
NOTICE 


Beginning with January 1, 1915, and for- 
ward, all business communications relating 
specifically to the treasury of the Mission 
Board of the Christian Church should be ad- 
dressed to the incoming treasurer, Rev. Omer 
S. Thomas; and all drafts, checks, express 
and post-office orders designed for the mis- 
sion treasury, should be made payable to the 
said Rev. Omer S. Thomas, Dayton, Ohio. 

The home address of the retiring treasurer 
will remain as for the past twenty years— 
J. G. Bishop, 1281 West Fifth Street, Dayton, 
Ohio. But if the street number is not re- 
membered, then simply, Dayton, oe < 

J. G. B. 


THE NEW TREASURER. 








Obituaries 


E. MILTON CRAWFORD, son of Ira and Mar- 
ret Shafor Crawford, was born in Dayton, Ohio, 
Kogust 8," 808, and giod efter 2 shart in 

in mber ‘ , a Ts, 
months, and 6 dor, He was the only child and 
his parents both died some years ago. The funeral 
ees were held in the chapel at Woodland 
Cemetery, Dayt Mon afternoon, December 
Zartmann, pastor of 


1 . 
4 Wainut ning Christian church, 


HENRY RI BR was in Greene 
county a. May Bo eek a died tp Darian 
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and 29 days. He was married to Mary Bentzel, at 
London, Ohio, in 1868. He has lived a retired 
life for some years because of paralytic affliction, ~ 
yet his death came suddenly. He leaves a wife. two ~ 
daughters, and two sons. The funeral was held on 
Tuesday, December 22, conducted by Pressley E. 
Zartmann. pastor of the Walnut Hills Christian 

fe and daughters 


ehurch, of which church the wi 
are members. He was buried in the cemetery at 


Yellow Springs, Ohio. 








Official Information 





NOTICE 


The Johnsonburg Christian church is in need of 
a pastor. Address J. W. Hart, church clerk, 
Johnsonburg, N. J. 





NOTICE 


The Board of Trustees of The Christian Pub- 
lishing Association will meet in annual session in 
the chapel of C. P. A. Building, Dayton, Ohio, 
Tuesday, January 26, 1915, at 10:00 a. m. Per- 
sons or parties having business with the associa- 
tion will be governed accordingly. 

J. S. Hatraker, Secretary. 





NOTICE 


The Bxecutive Board of the Western Indiana 
Christian Conference met in Y. M. C. A. Building. 
Crawfordsville, Ind., December 12, 1914, and find 
the Rev. Charles Rinehart, of Marion, Ohio, un- 
worthy to remain on the roll of the ministry. We 
therefore vote that he be dropped from the roll of 
ministers in the Western Indiana Conference. 

CasuH, President. 

W. P. Kissy, Secretary. 


NOTICE 
I wish to say to our brethren, especially in 


F ly 
Indiana, Illinois, and Ohio, I am in a Se to 
give some time to special meetings the 


months of January, February, and April. My 
terms are: Expenses in reach the place of the 
meeting, on my arrival, and " 
the people ma ive me in free for 
ye Tas inva poion 16 aaeege ta “ei hs 
am in a 
service for I may contract. — 
Swaysee, Ind. 





